
CITY OF BRIGHTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL                        
December 5, 2013 

          
Regular Blue Sky:  7:00 p.m.:  Review of Agenda Items for this evening’s meeting         

                           
REGULAR SESSION - 7:30 P.M.         
 

   1.    Call to order   
                                                                      
   2.    Pledge of Allegiance                                       
 
   3.    Roll Call          

 
   4.   Consider approval of the Agenda  
 
   5.   Eagle Scout award presentation  

        
   6.   Approval of minutes:  Regular Meeting of November 21, 2013  
       
   7.   Mayor’s Reading of Citizen Inquiries received since the last City Council Meeting  

       
   8.   Call to the Public 

Consent Agenda 
   
   9.  Receive report from the City Manager & Finance Director regarding the planned Budget-Accounting structure for the new  
        voter-approved Law Enforcement and Public Safety equipment & technology Millage   
 

Policy Development & Customer Communications’ action item  
    
10.  Conduct public hearing for the second reading of an ordinance establishing a moratorium on new smoking lounges,   
        smoking bars,  and smoking related retail stores until language addressing these uses can be added to the zoning ordinance  
        as requested by the Planning Commission  
 

a.  Mayor closes the regular meeting and opens the public hearing to ask for public input or questions  
b.  Mayor closes the public hearing and resumes the regular City Council meeting and City Council discussion 
c. Consider a motion to approve the proposed ordinance and related moratorium 

 
  11.  Receive reports from the City Attorney and Police Chief  about a recent notice received from the Livingston County Court  
         Administrator about a planned closure and or reduction of services at the current Brighton-based District Court and consider  
         action or motions as may be recommended by the City Attorney 
 
  12.  Receive report on the Biennial City Service Survey process and consider any related direction to the City Manager    
 
  13.  Receive report from the City Manager regarding recent communications with MDOT regarding :  Grand River and I-96  
         interchange related traffic congestion problems that occur both inside and outside of the City of Brighton,  and related traffic  
         analyses that MDOT staff committed to doing for the City per a 2012 letter to the Mayor   ( this report will also reference  
         traffic count data gathering work of earlier this year that the City Manager directed the Police Chief  to conduct to measure  
         traffic volume for  “pre-Latson interchange completion”  and  “post-Latson interchange completion “ .    
  

Other Business 
 

  14.  Information for City Customers           
  15.  Receive updates from Council Member Liaisons to other Boards and Commissions 
  16.  Call to the Public 
  17.  Closed Session regarding pending litigation  
  18.   Possible action regarding pending litigation  
  19.   Adjournment 

 



    
   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON 
HELD ON NOVEMBER 21, 2013 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 
 
 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted an early Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Pipoly, Councilmembers Bohn, Bandkau, Tobbe, Willis and Cooper.  The Council reviewed agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Muzzin called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, Councilmembers Bandkau, Willis, Tobbe, Cooper 
and Bohn.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns, Engineer Gary Markstrom, Staff members Dana Foster, 
Kelly Hanna, Amy Cyphert, Patty Thomas, Diana Lowe, Tim Krugh and Tom Wightman and an audience of 2.  
Press and Media included Tom Tolen from WHMI.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Council Bohn, seconded by Bandkau to approve the agenda as amended.  Change item #16, 
Moratorium on new Smoking Lounges to “First Reading”.  Delete item #17, Pending Code Violations.   Move 
item #9, 775 N. 2nd Street Site Plan Amendment to Action Agenda from Consent Agenda.  Move item #16 to 
Consent Agenda from Action Agenda.  Reverse item #14, Northwest Neighborhoods and item #15, Asset 
Management Grant Application.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Cooper to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of 
November 7, 2013 as presented.  Councilmember Willis and Tobbe abstained.  Motion passed 5-0-2.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Bandkau to approve the Special Biennial Meeting minutes 
of November 12, 2013 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0.  
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
None. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin opened the Call to the Public at 7:35 p.m.  The following comment was heard: 
 
Pat Cole expressed her concerns regarding information on the City’s cable, website and publications.  She also 
expressed her concerns regarding appointments to various Boards and Commissions.   
 
Hearing no further comments, the Call to the Public was closed at 7:40 p.m. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Tobbe to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Motion passed 7-0.   
 
The following items were approved:   
 
1.  Appointed Scott Visgar, Doug Cameron, Scott Griffith, Alex Tortora, Julie Fielek to the nonprofit Brighton      
     Housing Corporation.  
 
2.  Approved First Reading of a proposed amendment to Chapter 98, Article I. In General, Section 98-3.  
     Definitions and Chapter 98, Article XXV. Temporary Land Uses, Section 98-700. Temporary land uses and set  
     Public Hearing and Second Reading for December 19, 2013. 
 
3.  Approved First Reading of a proposed amendment to Chapter 98, Article II. Districts and General  
     Regulations, Section 98-49. Accessory Buildings and set Public Hearing and Second Reading for December  
     19, 2013. 
 
4.  Approved First Reading of a proposed amendment to Chapter 98, Article II. Districts and General Regulations,  
    Section 98-38. Fences and set Public Hearing and Second Reading for December 19, 2013. 
 
5.  Discussion regarding City Council Member Liaisons to City Boards and Commissions, which will also be  
     discussed at the upcoming City Council Retreat.   
 
6.  Approved First Reading of a moratorium on the issuance of all city permits, licenses, certificates and any and  
     all other approvals, including building permits, land use permits, and certificate of occupancy or 
     re-occupancy for smoking lounges, “hookah bars” and smoking related stores and set a Public Hearing date for  
     December 5, 2013. 
 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
775 N. 2ND STREET SITE PLAN AMENDMENT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Willis to approve a conditional site plan amendment for 
The Back Lot Parking behind 775 N. Second Street as depicted on plans prepared by Desine, Inc., sheets EX, SP, 
GR, SE, ST1, DT1, DT2, and DT3, project #91585, last dated 11-7-13 subject to the following: 
 
     1. That right of way permits be obtained from the Department of Public Services for work within the right of  
         way. 
     2. That street curbs and grass will be installed in the areas where driveways and curb cuts are proposed for  
         removal. 
     3. Provide a detail of the 6 foot privacy fence within the construction plans. 
     4. Legal easement documents for construction and maintenance of the private storm sewer lines through 715  
         N. Second Street and properly filed with Livingston County prior to the issuance of building permits. The  
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         documents should also include an easement for the construction and the maintenance of 6 foot wide  
         overflow spillway that extends in the property at 715 N. Second Street. 
     5. Legal easement documents for construction and maintenance of the private storm sewer line within the  
         City’s right-of-way properly filed with Livingston County prior to the issuance of building permits. 
     6. In the event that 735 N. Second Street is sold, the current owner (BMH Realty) will have to draft and file  
         with Livingston County legal easement documents for the maintenance of the private storm sewer line that  
         extends into 735 N. Second Street. 
     7. That the applicant provide an ingress/egress easement to the adjacent parcel currently occupied by the  
         Michigan Fence Company, if all parties can come to an agreement. This ingress/egress easement would  
         allow for the Michigan Fence Company traffic to access their parcel from Advance Street instead of  
         Whitney Street (a residential street). 
 
Mayor Muzzin abstained.  Motion passed 6-0-1. 
 
ASSET MANAGEMENT GRANT APPLICATION TO THE DEQ 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Tobbe, seconded by Bandkau to approve Resolution 13-24, Asset Management 
Grant Application to the DEQ.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Willis, Bohn, Pipoly, Muzzin, Bandkau, Pipoly, 
Tobbe.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
GENERAL FUND FORECASTS REGARDING THE NORTHWEST NEIGHBORHOODS 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed the General Fund Forecast Unreserved Fund Balance chart. 
 
Finance Director, Kelly Hanna discussed General Fund Forecast Summary Spreadsheet, explaining the millage 
that was passed will be used for Public Safety, which will free up funds in the General Fund, General Fund 
Financial Forecast Assumptions, General Fund Forecast Unreserved Fund Balance and General Fund Financial 
Forecast Spreadsheet. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed the Debt Management Policy Guidelines, Debt Ration Current Forecast and 
Total Governmental Activities Debt Service less Special Assessment Bonds.   
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed the Personal Property Tax impact on funds.  We are working on website 
updates which will be previewed at the upcoming City Council Retreat.   
 
Police Chief, Tom Wightman stated a power line is being worked on that is down at Oak Ridge Drive and Rickett 
Road. 
 
Acting Assistant DPS Director, Patty Thomas stated next week is the last pick up for leaf bags and leaves will still 
be picked up at the curb as long as possible. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly gave a DDA update.  
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Councilmember Bohn gave a Traffic Safety Advisory Board update. 
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Brighton Area Fire Authority update and stated the Holiday Glow is this Saturday. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Call to the Public at 9:00 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  Motion passed 
6-0-1. 
 
 
___________________________________    ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk           Jim Muzzin, Mayor   



















POLICY REPORT:  MORATORIUM REQUEST FOR SMOKING LOUNGES, 
“HOOKAH BARS” AND SMOKING RELATED STORES 

 
DECEMBER 5, 2013 

 
Prepared by:  Reviewed by: 
   

Amy Cyphert  Dana Foster 
Planning & Zoning Director  City Manager 

 
ISSUE: 
To consider approving a moratorium on the issuance of all city permits, licenses, certificates and any 
and all other approvals, including building permits, land use permits, and certificate of occupancy or 
re-occupancy for smoking lounges, “hookah bars” and smoking related stores as recommended by the 
Planning Commission. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff concurs with the Planning Commission’s recommendation 
 
BACKGROUND: 
In recent years, smoking lounges, “hookah bars” and smoking related stores have grown in popularity.  
Our office has had many inquiries within the last year for individuals looking to open hookah bars or 
smoke lounges within the City.  Other communities, like Brighton Township, have approved 
moratoriums for these types of uses until they could add language to their zoning ordinance to address 
these uses.  
 
At this time, City Staff is requesting City Council approve a moratorium on smoking lounges, “hookah 
bars” and smoking related stores.  This request was supported by the Planning Commission on October 
21, 2013 (see attached draft minutes). This would give City Staff and the Planning Commission time to 
draft language to address what zoning district these types of uses would be permitted within and any 
other use requirements. 
 
The last moratorium that was approved by City Council was related to sale or dispensation of 
medical marihuana.  That moratorium was for six months or until the effective date of the adoption of 
amendments to the zoning ordinance and any necessary licensing requirements, whichever occurred 
first. 
 
COMMISSION ACTION 
 
1. Consider second reading and adoption of Ordinance Number                   , and publish as 

appropriate. 
 

Or 
 
2. Consider second reading and denial of the proposed moratorium on the issuance of all city permits, 

licenses, certificates and any and all other approvals, including building permits, land use permits, 
and certificate of occupancy or re-occupancy for smoking lounges, “hookah bars” and smoking 
related stores. 



Or 
 
3. Consider second reading and request revisions to the proposed moratorium on the issuance of all 
city permits, licenses, certificates and any and all other approvals, including building permits, land use 
permits, and certificate of occupancy or re-occupancy for smoking lounges, “hookah bars” and 
smoking related stores. 
 
Attachments: 
1. Proposed Moratorium Amendment 
2. PC Draft Meeting Minutes 



CHAPTER 22. BUSINESSES 
ARTICKLE XII. SMOKING LOUNGES, “HOOKAH BARS” AND SMOKING 

RELATED STORES 
 

Sec. 22-342. Moratorium. 
 
 A moratorium is established on the issuance of all city permits, licenses, certificates and 
any and all other approvals, including building permits, land use permits, and certificate of 
occupancy or re-occupancy, in regards to land uses associated with smoking lounges, “hookah 
bars” and smoking related stores for a period not to exceed six months, or until the effective date 
of the adoption of amendments to the zoning ordinance and any necessary licensing 
requirements, whichever occurs first. 



Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2013 
Page 2 of 3 
 

 

difference between 1.C.(1) and 1C.(2) and what constituted “structurally altered”.  Mr. Modrack noted that 
all references to “ornamental” have been removed from the ordinance as requested and all references to 
measurements in “feet” have been changed to “inches”.  
 
Motion by Mr. Wirth, supported by Mr. Bryan, to set a public hearing for November 18, 2013 for 
amendments to Chapter 98, Section 98-38, Fences.  The motion carried 8-0-1. 
 
7. Discussion on zoning ordinance amendments pertaining to accessory buildings and set public 

hearing date 
 
Mr. Modrack reviewed the changes to Sec. 98-49, Accessory buildings, that were made by the City 
Attorney as discussed at last month’s Planning Commission meeting.  The changes included limiting the 
number of accessory buildings under 200 square feet to one per property and requiring a permit for any 
accessory building exceeding 50 square feet. 
 
Motion by Mr. Petrak, supported by Mr. Wells, to set a public hearing for November 18, 2013 for 
amendments to Chapter 98, Sec. 98-49, Accessory buildings.  The motion carried 8-0-1. 
 
New Business 
 
8. Discussion on a moratorium on smoking lounges, “hookah bars” and smoking related retail stores 
 
Mr. Modrack explained that Ms. Cyphert has been receiving an increasing number of inquiries related to 
hookah bars and other smoking related stores.  She has talked to the City Attorney about the possibility of 
City Council approving a moratorium for these types of uses until Staff and Planning Commission can 
research and draft language to address what zoning district these types of uses would be permitted 
within, similar to what was done with the moratorium related to sale or dispensation of medical 
marihuana. 
 
Motion by Mr. Wells, supported by Mr. Smith, to recommend that City Council consider a moratorium on 
smoking lounges, “hookah bars” and smoking related retail stores until language addressing these uses 
can be added to the zoning ordinance.  The motion carried 8-0-1.  
 
9.   Staff Updates – Ms. French noted that a copy of Ms. Cyphert’s response to the review of the Genoa 
Township Draft Master Plan was included in tonight’s packet, and the response incorporates Planning 
Commission’s comments from last month’s discussion. 
 
Mr. Modrack passed out copies of a field study done for Little Worden Lake by the Livingston Land 
Conservancy and Huron River Watershed Council.  Mr. Modrack noted this property is called out in the 
2010 Master Plan as Exceptional Site #2 under “Sites of Interest”.  This property was obtained at auction 
by Corrigan and donated to the City.  Sara Thomas from the Land Conservancy along with Kris Olsson 
from the Huron River Watershed Council did the field study a few months ago.  Ms. Olsson noted that 
they are interested in stewardship of the property, either through a community program such as the Boy 
Scouts removing invasive plants, or through the U of M Master’s program.  Mr. Modrack thought the 
Commission might be interested in this information. 
   
Other Business  
 
10. Commissioner Concerns – Mr. Smith advised that he would not be present at the November 18, 

2013 meeting. 
 
11. Call to the Public 
 
The call to the public was made at 8:00 p.m.  Hearing no response, call to the public was closed. 
 
 



 
POLICY REPORT 

Biennial City Service Survey  
December 3, 2013 

 
 

 Prepared by:                             
  
                                                                                                        
 Dana W. Foster, 
                City Manager 

    
        
  
 

  ISSUE:   
  To receive a progress report on the biennial City Service Survey process. 
 

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Consider preliminary discussion about the Survey progress report at the 12/05/13 City Council Meeting and 
additional discussions about the Survey results as part of the 12/7+12/8  Goal-Setting Retreat. 
 

 BACKGROUND: 
See the attached previous Biennial Survey report & related process recommendations approved by City 
Council earlier this year. 
 
The Survey results are still being compiled by inhouse City staff; we anticipate being able to provide 
some statistical results/summaries at this Thursday night’s Council Meeting.   
 
The Biennial City Service Survey has been conducted on a regular biennial basis starting in 1993.  
 
The survey results have been helpful to City Councils and staff  as one given tool of measuring City taxpayers’ 
inputs and opinions about our City’s services and city government. 
 
The survey instrument has been made available to all City taxpayers ( business taxpayers and residential 
taxpayers  ) .    
 
Also attached is a copy of the summary report of the 2011 Biennial City Service Survey results as a historical 
reference point. 
 
 

BUDGET IMPACT: N/A  
 

RELATIONSHIP TO 2013/2014 GOALS:  N/A   
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION:  
 

               City Council does not need to take action at the 12/05/13  City Council meeting per se, unless City Council  
              wants to adopt a motion to officially/formally receive the Biennial City Service Survey progress report &  
              related results to date for the record and/or  if City Council wants to give staff any direction regarding the   
              Survey process & results compilation going forward. 



POLICY REPORT  
2013 BIENNIAL CITY SERVICE SURVEY 

October 10, 2013 
 
 
PREPARED BY:      REVIEWED BY: 
 
_______________________________    _______________________________ 
Jennifer Burke, HR Director/Deputy City Clerk  Dana W. Foster 
Kelly Hanna, Finance Director    City Manager 
Tom Wightman, Police Chief 
 
 
ISSUE/STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff is recommending that the City continue its biennial electronic online survey, with a paper survey 
available by request and to approve the online questionnaire as presented.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
In July 2009, City Council approved the electronic online survey.  City staff would like to continue with 
the online survey, as it’s more effective, more efficient and less expensive.  Staff also believes this is 
concurrent with the City Council Adopted Goals.  
 
Each taxpayer will be mailed a postcard announcing the survey with a unique Access Code provided on 
each card.  When they access the survey online they will be prompted to input the Code.  Once the Code 
has been entered into the database the database will no longer accept that specific code.  This will prevent 
multiple entries from the same taxpayer.  In addition to the above, we will place a notice online which 
indicates the survey can only be taken once.  Taxpayers will be notified that the Access Code is for 
security purposes only, and will not be cross-referenced to identify the taxpayer.   
 
The estimated cost of mailing the access code (with postage) is approximately $1,700.00.  If approved, 
Staff will mail the Access Codes by the end of October with advertisements on the website, cable channel 
and elsewhere, as well as notifications to the public that paper copies are available upon request.  We 
anticipate receiving surveys into December with the results tabulated for presentation at the City Council 
Retreat. 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:  
Estimate cost is $1,700.00 
 
           
COUNCIL ACTION: 

1. Motion to approve the survey questionnaire for posting on the City’s Website.    



City of Brighton Services Survey - October 2013 

Please complete the survey below, then click Submit. 

Survey Code 
  

            

Please rank the IMPORTANCE of the following City Services, Programs and Activities 

  
Critical 

Very 
Important Important 

Not 
Important Unnecessary 

Public Safety (Police) 
     

Streets and Storm Drainage 
     

Refuse Collection & Disposal 
     

Refuse Recycling Program 
     

Yard Waste / Leaf Collection Program 
     

Sidewalks 
     

Street Lighting 
     

Property Regulation (zoning, code 
enforcement & planning)      

The Appearance of Public Grounds and 
Facilities      

Civic and Special Events and Promotional 
Activities      

Water and Sanitary Sewer Services 
     

            

Please Rate the QUALITY of the following City Services, Programs and Activities 

  Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor 

Public Safety (Police) 
     

The Condition of Streets and Storm Drainage 
     

Street Cleaning Program 
     

Snow Removal Services 
     

Traffic Flow Along Main Street 
     

Traffic Flow Along Grand River Avenue 
     

Traffic Flow Along Challis Road 
     

Refuse Collection & Disposal 
     

Refuse Recycling Program 
     

DRAFT



Yard Waste/Leaf Collection Program 
     

Sidewalks 
     

Street Lighting 
     

Property Regulation (zoning, code 
enforcement & planning)      

The Appearance of Public Grounds & Facilities 
     

Civic and Special Events and Promotional 
Activities      

Water and Sanitary Sewer Services 
     

The Ease of Walking in the City's 
Neighborhood Areas      

The Ease of Walking in the Downtown Area 
     

Usefulness of the City's Website 
     

Usefulness of the City's Cable Channel 
     

Level of Service Provided to You by City Staff 
     

Overall Satisfaction with the City's Services 
     

            

Please Rank the importance of the following Issues Currently Facing the City of Brighton (with 1 being 
the most important and 5 being the least important): 

  Most 
Important 
(1) 

Very 
Important 
(2) 

Important 
(3) 

Somewhat 
Important 
(4) 

Least 
Important 
(5) 

Controlling Growth 
     

Encouraging Growth 
     

Controlling Traffic 
     

Crime/Resident Safety 
     

Managing its Budget 
     

            

Please indicate how well you believe the following words/statements describe the City of Brighton: 

  Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neither 
Agree or 
Disagree 

Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Fast Growing 
     

Progressive 
     

A Community with a Small Town Feel 
     

Friendly 
     

DRAFT



Congested 
     

A Place I would Recommend to Other People 
to Live      

Safe 
     

An Affluent Community 
     

A Comfortable Place to Live 
     

A Regional Service Center 
     

A Place I Enjoy Living In 
     

A Business Friendly Community 
     

            

Please answer the following questions: 

      Increased Same Decreased 

Should uniformed police presence and visibility in the City of 
Brighton be:    

            

Where do you get most of your information about City of Brighton policies, procedures, events, and 
services? 

    Newspaper City Cable 
Channel 

City 
Web Site 

Facebook 

    
    

            

      Residential Commercial Both 

Are you the owner of a residential or commercial property in the 
City of Brighton?    

            

        Yes No 

Are you a City resident and a City of Brighton property taxpayer? 
  

            

        Yes No 

Are you a  City resident?  
  

            

        Yes No 

Do you own and operate a business in our City? 
  

            

        Yes No 

Do you feel safe walking and driving in the City of Brighton? 
  

            

Do you feel safe at your home or business in the City of Brighton? 
  

            

DRAFT



Do you participate in the City’s solid waste reduction/recycling efforts? 
  

            

Do you leave the City for work? 
  

            

Do you subscribe to cable television? 
  

            

Do you have Internet access at home? 
  

            

IF Yes, do you follow the City of Brighton on Facebook? 
  

            

Would you accept emails notifications from the City of Brighton for Street 
Closures, Current Events, or Emergencies etc.?   

            

Do you have children under the age of 18 living in your home? 
  

            

Were you able to respond to the Online Survey method through our City 
website two years ago?   

            

IF Yes, have seen an improvement in City service delivery and/or relations 
since that time?   

            

        Male Female 

Are you Male or Female? 
  

            

  18 - 29 30 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 61 62+ 

Which of the following categories best 
describes your age?      

            

Please feel free to make additional comments regarding the City of Brighton's Services 

 
            

        Yes No 

Would you like a follow-up contact from the City Staff and/or City Council 
members?   

            

If Yes, please provide the following information: 

Name 
 

DRAFT



Phone Number 
 

Email Address 
 

            

Contact From 
(Please make a selection if you want to 
be contacted) 

 

            

Please provide a brief description of the issue you would like follow-up contact for: 

 
            
 

DRAFT



Description Critical Very
Important

Important Not
Important

Unnecessary DNA Total Surveys

Public Safety (Police) 57% 33% 9% 1% 0% 1% 136
Streets and Storm Drainage 21% 53% 22% 3% 0% 1%
Refuse Collection & Disposal 5% 30% 40% 21% 3% 1%
Refuse Recycling Program 3% 15% 49% 26% 4% 2%
Sidewalks 4% 46% 44% 4% 1% 1%
Street Lighting 9% 47% 35% 7% 0% 2%
The Appearance of Public Grounds and Facilities 7% 28% 43% 19% 1% 1%
Civic and Special Events and Promotional Activities 5% 13% 52% 26% 1% 2%
Water and Sanitary Sewer Services 35% 38% 20% 5% 0% 1%

Description Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor DNA Total Surveys
Public Safety (Police)  45% 40% 13% 1% 0% 1% 136
The Condition of Streets and Storm Drainage 15% 47% 29% 8% 0% 0%
Street Cleaning Program 8% 40% 43% 8% 1% 0%
Snow Removal Services 21% 43% 26% 5% 3% 1%
Traffic Flow Along Main Street 20% 33% 32% 13% 1% 1%
Traffic Flow Along Grand River Avenue 19% 32% 28% 17% 3% 1%
Traffic Flow Along Challis Road 20% 35% 31% 10% 1% 3%
Sidewalks 7% 49% 35% 7% 2% 1%
Street Lighting 7% 50% 38% 4% 0% 1%
Property Regulation (zoning, code enforcement & planning) 4% 36% 49% 7% 1% 3%
The Appearance of Public Grounds & Facilities 4% 35% 45% 10% 6% 0%
Civic and Special Events and Promotional Activities 6% 38% 43% 9% 1% 3%
Water and Sanitary Sewer Services 16% 38% 41% 4% 1% 0%
The Ease of Walking in the City's Neighborhood Areas 30% 41% 21% 5% 1% 1%
The Ease of Walking in the Downtown Area 31% 43% 22% 3% 1% 1%
Usefulness of the City's Website 13% 30% 40% 11% 1% 4%
Level of Service Provided to You by City Staff 22% 38% 32% 6% 1% 1%
Overall Satisfaction with the City's Services 18% 42% 35% 5% 0% 0%

2. Please Rate the QUALITY of the following City Services, Programs and Activities

3. Please Rank the importance of the following Issues Currently Facing the City of Brighton
(with 1 being the most important and 5 being the least important)

City of Brighton City Survey Results for 2011

1. Please rank the IMPORTANCE of the following City Services, Programs and Activities



City of Brighton City Survey Results for 2011

Description Most
Important

Very
Important

Important Somewhat
Important

Least
Important

Controlling Growth 0% 1% 5% 21% 68%
Encouraging Growth 3% 7% 19% 47% 15%
Controlling Traffic 1% 21% 46% 18% 7%
Crime / ResidentSafety 63% 24% 4% 3% 1%
Managing its Budget 29% 47% 20% 1% 0%
Did Not Answer -5% -1% -5% -10% -10%

Description Strongly
Agree

Agree Neither Agree 
nor Disagree

Disagree Strongly
Disagree

DNA Total Surveys

Fast Growing 4% 24% 55% 15% 1% 1% 136
Progressive 4% 28% 57% 9% 0% 2%
A Community with a Small Town Feel 9% 39% 45% 4% 0% 3%
Friendly 15% 54% 27% 3% 0% 1%
Congested 4% 21% 46% 24% 4% 1%
A Place I would Recommend to Other People to Live 15% 53% 31% 0% 0% 1%
Safe 43% 55% 2% 0% 0% 0%
An Affluent Community 4% 30% 48% 16% 2% 0%
A Comfortable Place to Live 13% 48% 38% 0% 1% 1%
A Regional Service Center 2% 12% 65% 18% 0% 2%
A Place I Enjoy Living In 19% 40% 41% 0% 0% 0%
A Business Friendly Community 19% 42% 33% 4% 1% 0%

5. Should uniformed police presence and visibility in the City of Brighton be: Increased Same Decreased DNA Total

56% 36% 7% 1% 136

Male Female DNA Total
42% 55% 3% 136

26. Which of the following best describes your age? 18 - 29 30 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 61 62+ DNA Total Surveys
11% 15% 18% 33% 21% 1% 136

25. Are you Male or Female?

129.00
123.00
123.00

4. Please indicate how well you believe the following words/statements describe the City of Brighton:

Total Surveys

129.00
135.00



 
POLICY REPORT 

Grand River & I-96 interchange related MDOT communications, and related matters 
December 3, 2013 

 
 

 Prepared by:                             
  
                                                                                                        
 Dana W. Foster, 
                City Manager 

    
        
  
 

  ISSUE:   
  Receive a progress  report re garding recent  communications with M DOT officials re garding traffic analyses 

commitments that MDOT pro vided to the City of Brighton in 2012 .   The City Man ager’s report will also 
reference traffic count data gathering direction to measure  “p re-Latson interchange completion”  a nd “post-
Latson interchange completion”  given to the Police Chief by the City Manager. 

 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 
It has been, and remains my view that our city government needs to continue communications with MDOT to 
advocate for  assistance with traffic management improvements at / near the subject interchange.   This could 
include significant assistance with changing or realigning intersections & traffic signal locations on the non-
city side of the interchange which past traffic analyses have shown to be the primary factor / cause of traffic 
stacking/congestion along the  “city-side”  of the interchange on Grand River avenue & near the Grand River 
& Challis Road  intersection in our city.  We have also pursued this matter with an eye on the “just-in-time” 
needs of our various industrial businesses who need quick access on and off of  I-96 to and from Grand River 
avenue,  as well as the impact of  the stacking on other businesses along our Grand River corridor.    
 
I will continue pursuit of this matter with MDOT unless City Council directs me to do something different.  
 

 BACKGROUND: 
 

The City’s communications with MDOT,  Federal Legislators, State Legislators, and the County Road 
Commission to obtain assistance with traffic congestion ( traffic stacking ) problems occurring along Grand 
River avenue near the I-96 & Grand River interchange began in 2004.    
 
The most recent phase of these communications began in late 2011 as  reflected in copies of several attached 
emails and letters.  
 
And as the attached documentation shows ,  we have been engaged in a process of following up on traffic 
analysis related commitments that MDOT staff stated  in a June 18, 2012 letter to our Mayor ( copy also 
attached to this report ). 

 
There is a distinct possibility that I will be meeting with MDOT staff  in mid/late December to find out what 
the results are of the MDOT-conducted analyses  per the commitments of the above-referenced 2012 letter.  
 

BUDGET IMPACT: N/A  
 

RELATIONSHIP TO 2012/2013 GOALS:   
 
N/A with regards to specific 2012/2013 goals adopted by City Council.  

 



COUNCIL ACTION:  
 

              The only action that is needed at this time is if City Council wants to give me any additional or updated  
              direction on this matter to take into the upcoming meeting with MDOT officials which might occur prior to the  
              next Council Meeting of  12/19/13 . 
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