
CITY OF BRIGHTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL                        
November 15, 2012 

          
Regular Blue Sky:   7:00 pm:  Review of Agenda Items for this evening’s meeting         

                           
REGULAR SESSION - 7:30 P.M.          
 
1. Call to order                                                                        
2. Pledge of Allegiance                                       
3. Roll Call       
 
4. Consider approval of the Agenda  
 
5.   Mayoral Proclamation presentation for the December 15th Designation of the Norma Gray Gallery at the Brighton  
       District Library 
 
6.    City Manager’s Employee recognition presentation  
        
7.   Approval of minutes:  Regular Meeting and closed session of November 1, 2012 
      
8.   Mayor’s Reading of Citizen Inquiries received since the last City Council Meeting    
        
9.   Call to the Public 

Consent Agenda 
 

 
10.   Consider approval of a resolution to start the process for a Bond Refunding/Refinancing sale (past CIP Bonds and  
        Building Authority Bond Issue)  
 
 

Policy Development & Customer Communications’ action item 
       

11. Receive status report regarding the City Council-directed follow-up inspection of the vacant building located at 8580 West  
      Grand River and then consider authorization of actions recommended (if needed) by the City Attorney and City  
     Manager  
 
12.  Receive status update on the Veterans Memorial Improvement project and timetable 
 
13.   Receive staff report regarding a follow-up on-site slope inspection by the City Engineer related to the Northridge Hills  
        Site Plan Agreement compliance review     
 
14.  Consider approval of the draft City Council Goals & related goal-setting retreat minutes of  November 10th & 11th 
 
15   Report to the public regarding the recent annual City Council performance evaluation of the City Manager conducted on  
        11/11/12 
 
 

Other Business 
      16.   Information for City Customers   
         
      17.   Receive updates from Council Member Liaisons to other Boards and Commissions 
 

18.  Conduct closed session to receive a written Attorney-Client privilege communication     
 
      19.    Call to the Public   
  
      20.    Adjournment 



    
   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON 
HELD ON NOVEMBER 1, 2012 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 
 
 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper 
Councilmembers Bohn, Pipoly, Bandkau, Schillinger and Roblee.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
  
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Muzzin called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called, there being present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, Councilmembers Pipoly, Bandkau, 
Schillinger, Roblee and Bohn.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns, Engineer Gary Markstrom, Building 
Official Jim Rowell and Staff members Dana Foster, Kelly Hanna, Matt Schindewolf, Amy Cyphert, Diana Lowe 
and Tom Wightman and an audience of 6. Press and Media included Nicole Krawcke from the Patch, Tom Tolen 
from WHMI. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Pipoly to excuse Councilmembers Roblee and Cooper 
from the evening’s meeting.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Agenda as amended.  Delete item #6, 
Recognition Presentation.  Change item #18 to Pending Litigation Closed Session.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
EAGLE SCOUT PROCLAMATION 
 
Mayor Muzzin presented an Eagle Scout Proclamation to James Tarahomi. 
 
James Tarahomi’s stated his Eagle Scout project was to install two benches in front and four benches in back of 
the Bridge Alternative High School at the BECC Building in Brighton. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Bohn to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of 
October 18, 2012 as presented.  Motion passed 4-0-2-1, with Councilmember Schillinger abstaining. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Bohn to approve the Closed Session Meeting minutes of 
October 18, 2012 as presented.  Motion passed 4-0-2-1, with Councilmember Schillinger abstaining. 
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
None. 
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CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin opened the Call to the Public at 7:38 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Schillinger to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
The following item was approved on the Consent Agenda: 
 
1.  There are two Brighton Arts and Culture Commission vacancies. 
 
2.  Approved First Reading of a proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 98, Article I, Section 98-3, Definitions and  
     schedule Second Reading and Public Hearing for December 6, 2012. 
 
3.  Received the Quarterly Investment Report. 
 
8580 WEST GRAND RIVER 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster updated the City Council on the code and ordinance enforcement at the vacant 
building at 8580 West Grand River, stating inspections have been done on site, the building has been secured and 
the owner has brought the building into compliance. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Pipoly to direct the Building Official, Police Department 
and Fire Department to do AN additional inspection to review all of the code violations that were previously 
listed on the vacant property at 8580 West Grand River by the next Council meeting to be held on November 15, 
2012.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
NORTHRIDGE HILLS SITE PLAN AGREEMENT 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster updated the Council on the Northridge Hills Site Plan Agreement compliance. 
 
City Engineer, Gary Markstrom stated that the developer was in compliance with the slope stability issues set 
forth in the agreement. 
 
Councilmember Bohn expressed his concerns regarding curb and gutter damage, slope stability and deck posts. 
 
Building Official, Jim Rowell reported on his on-site inspections and findings.   
 
Steve Davis, Northridge Hills Developer, discussed the Northridge Hills II Timeline, the slope and the deck posts.  
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated that he would submit to Council the City Engineer findings of a second 
inspection of the slope. 
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UPDATED 6-YEAR FINANCIAL FORECASTS PRESENTATION 
 
Finance Director, Kelly Hanna presented the updated 6-Year Financial Forecast.  She displayed a Powerpoint 
presentation, highlighting the General Fund Forecast Staff Assumptions of expenditures, revenues and health 
insurance rates, General Fund Forecast Summary Spreadsheet, General Fund Forecast Unreserved Fund Balance, 
DDA Financial Forecast Updates, Expenditures and Summary.   
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed the above Powerpoint presentation slides. 
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Department of Public Services Director, Matt Schindewolf reminded residents that the unlimited leaf pick up 
would continue through November.   
 
Planning and Zoning Director, Amy Cyphert stated the North Street, West Street and Main Street project is near 
completion. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster   
 
Councilmember Bandkau there would be a Veteran’s Committee update and the next meeting and thanked Dennis 
Nauss for this time on the committee. 
 
Councilmember Pipoly stated the DDA has been working on the Financial Forecast. 
 
Mayor Muzzin expressed condolences to Kate Lawrence for the passing of her mother. 
 
PENDING LITIGATION CLOSED SESSION 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Bandkau to go into Closed Session to discuss pending 
litigation, pursuant to MCL 15.268(e).  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Bohn, Muzzin, Bandkau, Pipoly, 
Schillinger.  No:  none.  Absent:  Cooper, Roblee.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 9:47 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened at the Regular Session at 10:16 p.m. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Muzzin gave a Call to the Public at 10:07 p.m.  Hearing none, the Call to the Public was closed. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Pipoly to adjourn the meeting at 10:07 p.m.  Motion passed 
5-0-2. 
 
 
 
___________________________________    ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                                                      Jim Muzzin, Mayor 
 



POLICY REPORT -  
 

CONSIDER ADOPTING A RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND 
SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED $5,700,000 LIMITED TAX GENERAL OBLIGATION 

REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2012 
 

November 15, 2012 
 
Prepared by:                                         Reviewed by:                                               
 
______________                                    __________________ 
Kelly Hanna                                       Dana William Foster 
Finance Director                                     City Manager 
 
ISSUE/RECOMMENDATION: 
Consider adopting a Resolution to provide for the issuance and sale of Not to Exceed 
$5,700,000 of Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2012.  
  
BACKGROUND: 
The City currently has $5,700,000 of outstanding General Obligation (Series 2002 
through 2006 Capital Improvement Bonds) and a Building Authority Bond Issue, Series 
1996 that are within a window to be called and refunded at a lower interest rate.  Per the 
advice and recommendation of the City’s Bond Counsel and Financial Advisor, the City is 
in a position to Refund and Refinance the six Bond Issue’s at a cost savings to the City.   
The extent of the cost savings at this time is unknown, because the refunding and 
refinancing of the Bonds is done through a negotiated sale.  This process is the most 
efficient and expeditious, and will result in the lowest interest cost to the City.     
 
The City Council needs to adopt the attached Resolution, in order to allow our Financial 
Advisor and Bond Counsel to negotiate a refunding and refinancing of the six Bond 
Issue’s.  The terms of the negotiation are subject to final approval by the City Manager or 
Finance Director, only if the sale results in a cost savings to the City.      
 
RELATIONSHIP TO GOALS: 
Directly related to City Council’s financial goal to reduce expenditures.    
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
The Annual Interest Debt Service on the Refunded Bonds would be less than the current 
annual debt service schedule starting FY2012/13 through FY 2026/27.  The lower debt 
service required would directly impact the General Fund (93%) and Utilities Fund (7%).  
The amount is unknown until such time as final negotiation of the refinanced bonds.   
 
ACTION/MOTION TO CONSIDER: 
Adopt the attached Resolution to provide for the issuance and sale of Not to Exceed 
$5,700,000 of Limited Tax General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2012. 

























LAW OFFICE OF PAUL E. BURNS

Attorneys at Law Paul E. Burns
133 West Grand River Bradford L. Maynes

B- ix Tv/r-i- a c\ t i /- Headier K. Kitsonrighton, Michigan 48116
(810) 227-5000 FAX (810) 220-5895

October 10,2012

VIA PERSONAL SERVICE, CERTIFIED MAIL AND
FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC
7701 Grand River #2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

Re: 8580 West Grand River Avenue, Brighton, Michigan

Dear Mr. Norton,

Please be aware that our previous letter of October 9, 2012, attached hereto, inadvertently
referred to the previous meeting date of October 4, 2012. This matter is actually placed
on the agenda for the October 18, 2012 Brighton City Council meeting which you are
invited to attend.

Very truly yours,

]he,}uuj/kitit

Bradford L. Maynes

cc: Brighton City Council
Mr. Dana W. Foster

Mr. Jim Rowell

Ms. Amy Cyphert
Chief Michael O'Brian



___^_ LAW OFFICE OF PAUL E. BURNS
lp^~£ Attorneys at Law P;ull E. Bums
liqnp 133 West Grand River Bradford LMaynes
if.. :ilJwillM^g Brighton, Michigan 48 116 Headier K. Ki«on
October 9, 2012 (810) 227-5000 FAX (810) 220-5895

VIA PERSONAL SERVICE, CERTIFIED MAIL AND
FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC
7701 Grand River #2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

Re: 8580 West Grand River Avenue, Brighton, Michigan

Dear Mr. Norton,

As you areaware from our previous correspondence, ouroffice represents the City of Brighton.
Our office has been informed that you have spoken with Fire Chief O'Brian regarding the above
property and previous letters to you on the subject, copies of which are attached hereto.

It is ourunderstanding that ChiefO'Brian informed you that the Brighton City Council would
table this matter for two weeks from their September27, 2012 meeting. This time was provided
to enable you to assemble a written proposal as to the work to bedone on the above-referenced
property to satisfy the concerns of the City and Fire Authority. It isour understanding at this
point that neither the City nor the Fire Authority has received any written proposal from you of
any sort.

Please be informed that this matter is on the agenda for the Brighton City Council for their
meeting ofOctober 4,2012 for authorization ofappropriate legal action in the event that the
deadlines in the attached letters are not complied with, and you arehereby invited to attend that
meeting.

Very truly yours,

Bradford L. Maynes

cc: Brighton City Council
Mr. Dana W. Foster

Mr. Jim Rowel 1
Ms. Amy Cyphert
Chief Michael O'Brian



LAW OFFICE OF PAUL E. BURNS
Attorneys at Law

133 West Grand River
Brighton, Michigan 48116

(810) 227-5000 FAX (810) 220-5895

Paul E. Burns
Bradford I.. Mayncs
I leather K. Kit.<on

September 25, 2012

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL / FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton OITicc Development LLC
7701 Grand River //2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

Re: 8580 West Grand River Avenue, Brighton, Michigan

Dear Mr. Norton,

Please be informed that our office represents the City of Brighton. Our office has been informed
that the above property, owned by Brighton Office Development LLC, is in violation of the City
Codes of Ordinances, as set forth in the letter of Mr. Jim Rowell, attached. It is further our
understanding from the Brighton Area Fire Authority that the above properly is in violation of
the International Fire Code, as set forth in the letter ofChiefMichael O'Brian, attached.

Please contact our office immediately to discuss how these violations will be remedied. This
matter will be added to the agenda for the Brighton City Council for their meeting of October 4,
2012 for authorization of appropriate legal action in the event that the deadlines in the attached
letters arc not complied with, and you arc hereby invited to attend that meeting.

Very truly yours,

0/W
Bradford L. Maynes

cc: Brighton City Council
Mr. Dana W. Foster

Mr. Jim Rowell

Ms. Amy Cyphcrt
Chief Michael O'Brian



September 19,2012

Brighton teat Em BepMtmmt
615 W. Grand River

Brigbton, Michigan 48116
810-289-6640 Fas: 810-229-1619

Mr.Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC
7701 Grand River #2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

RE: 8580 W. Grand River Ave.

The Fire Authority has observed some deterioration from the above listed premises. The two story building with a basement level
appearsto have multiple deficiencies on the exterior of the building. Inspection staff has been unable to complete a periodic
inspection of the property. The property has been without a tenant formultiple years and Isshowing signs of distress fromthe
exterior including possible transient use. The exterior of the property has multiple openings and appears to be unsecuredat times.

The Brighton Area Fire Authorityhas observed the following conditions at the abovelistedaddress. The conditions arebased onthe
2012 International Fire Code as adopted.

1. The building shall be secured. Onthe West sideof the building the overhang is open to the public and it appears
unauthorized persons could enter the building (IFC 311.2.1).

2. Provide updated emergency contact information.

3. Provide details on maintenanceof the automatic sprinkler and fire alarm systems (IFC 901.6).

4. It appears the building may have rubbish inside that shall be removed. Persons owning, or in charge or control of, a
vacant building or portion thereof, shall remove all accumulations ofcombustible materials, flammable or combustible
waste or rubbish and shall securely lock or otherwise secure doors, windows and other openings to prevent entry by
unauthorizedpersons (IFC 311.3).

5. Provide details onthestatus of theautomatic sprinkler system and fire alarm system. The systems shall be
operational unless approved by the Fire Authority. See IFC 311.2.2 for conditions. (IFC 311.2.2)

The following items shall be completed within (10) business days. In addition, the owner shall schedule aperiodic Inspection with
Authority staffby contacting us at 810-229-6640.

Sincere!Sincerely.

Michael O'Brian CFO, MIFfreE
Fire Chief

cc Paul Burns - City Attorney
Neal Nielsen - BAFA Attorney



September I-1.2012

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION

2300 E. Grand River, Suite 104
Phone: 517.548.3130 Fax: 517.546.7461

Web Site: co./ivingston.mi.us/building

Mr. Joe Norton. Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC

7701 Grand River ill

Brighton, Michigan 4KI14

RE; PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE VIOLATIONS - 8580 \V. Grand River

Parcel ID 18-30-100-061

Dear Mr. Norton.

Please be informed that Livingston County performs building code enforcement services? for the City of Brighton.
OurStaff wasasked to inspect the property noted above as a result of numerous police incidents. Our inspection of
the property located at 8580 West Grand River. Brighton. Michigan (the "Property") disclosed numerous violations
ofthe Cily of Brighton Code ofOrdinances (COBCO) and the City ofBrighton Property Maintenance Code (I'MC).

I. The interior of the properly is not secure against passersby and isan attractive nuisance, in violation of
PMC 301.3.

PMC 301.3 Vacant Structures and land
"All vacant structures and premises thereof shall be maintained in a clean, safe anil secure and sanitary
condition as provided herein so as not io cause ablighting problem or adversely affect the public health or
safety."

2. There is junk stored on the premises and. more specifically on the west and north areas ofthe site, in
violation of the following code sections:

COBCO Sec. 42-102. Storage of J unit Prohibited.
"No person shall stare or accumulate or cause to he stored or accumulaiedjunk, trash, or refuse
ofany kind."

COBCO Sec. 42-101. Definitions

"Junk "leans parts aj'machinery or motor vehicles, una.sed Moves or other appliances stored in
the open, remnants ofwood, metal or any other material or other cust-ojfmaterial ofany kind
whether or not the same could he put to any reasonahle use. "

PMC Section 302,1 Sanitation".III exterior propcrtv and premises must he maintained in aclean, safe and sanitary condition.
The occupants shall 'keep that part of,he exterior property which said occupant occupies or
controls in a clean ami sanitary condition. "

Pace



PMC 308.1 Accumulation of rubbish orgarbage.
"Alt exteriorproperty andpremises and the Interior ofeverystructure shall befree of
accumulation ofrubbish orgarbage."

3. There isgraffiti on the building walls, in violation ofthe following code sections:

PMC 302.9 Defacement of Property
"No person shall willingly or wantonly damage, mutilate ordeface any exterior surface ofany
structure orbuilding byplacing thereon any marking, carving orgraffiti
Itshallbe theresponsibility ofthe building owner torestore saidsurface."
PMC 304.6 Exterior Walls.

"All exterior walls shall befreeofholes, breaks, andloose or rotting materials andmaintained
weatherproofandproperly surface coated where required topreventdeterioration,"

4. There are brokenwindows in thebuilding, inviolation ofthe following codesections:

PMC 304.13.1 Glazing
"Allglazing materialsshallbefree ofcracks andholes."

5. The interiorofthe structure is dilapidated andin poor shape. There arebrokenwindows andtrash
throughout The toilets appear to beoverflowing with feces. Theseare in violation ofthe following code
sections:

PMC 504.1

"ailplumbingfixtures shall beproperly Installed andmaintained In working order, andshall be
keptfreefrom obstructions, leaks and defects and becapable ofperforming thefunction forwhich
suckplumbingfixtures aredesigned.n
PMC 30&3

"All interiorsurfaces, including windows anddoors shall bemaintained ingood, clean and
sanitary condition. Peeling chipping orabradedpain paint shall berepaired removedorcovered.
Cracked orhoseplaster, decayed wood andother defective surfaces shall becorrected."
PMC 308.1 Accumulation or rubbish or garbage.
"All exteriorproperty andpremises and the Interior ofeverystructure shall befree of
accumulation ofrubbish orgarbage."

6. There isevidence ofrodent infestation, which infestation isinviolation of the fbllowing code section:

PMC 309.1 Infestations
uAll structures shall be keptfreefrom Insect and rodent infestation. All structures In which insects
orrodents arefound shall bepromptly exterminated byapproved processes that will not be
Injurious to human health. Afterpest elimination proper precautions shall be taken to prevent re-
infestation."

Please correct these violations within 30 days. Failure to correct these issues may result in prosecution ofthe
violation inaccordance with PMC Section 106.3, Prosecution ofViolatioa

PMC 106.3 Prosecution of violation. ~ m ******
Any person failing to comply with anotice ofviolation or order served in accordant with Section
mImiSmlnyit* misdemeanor, and the violation shall be*^***«***
o^nse Ifthe notice ofviolation is not complied with, the code official shall institute thetSSSi*ESJS'aw or in equity to'restrain. correct or abate such vtolattono,•» require
STremoval or termination ofthe unlawful occupancy ofthe structure in violation ofthe
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provisions ofthis code orofthe order or direction made pursuant thereto. Any action taken by the
authority having jurisdiction on such premises shall be charged against the real estate upon which
the structure islocated and shall be alien upon such real estate.

Any person affected bythis decision has aright to appeal this notice in writing within 20 days after the date of
issuance ofthe notice. The appeal shall be based on the claim that the true intent ofthis code or the rules legally
adopted thereunder has been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions ofthis code do not apply, or the requirements of
this code are adequately satisfied by other means.

Sincerely,
Jim Rowell

Livingston County BuildingOfficial
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