
City of Brighton 
Downtown Development Authority  

Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 18, 2013 

 
The Board for the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) held a regular meeting on Tuesday, June 18, 
2013 at the City of Brighton Council Chambers located at 200 N. First Street, Brighton, MI. 
 
1. Call to Order – Chairperson Herbst called the meeting to order at 7:15 a.m.  
 
Mr. Modrack noted that he received a resignation email from Greg Strouse yesterday which he forwarded 
to Mayor Muzzin and City Manager Foster.  Mr. Modrack responded to Mr. Strouse and thanked him for 
his efforts and service on the DDA board as well as for being a founding member of the PSD.   
Members Present: 
Dave Beauchamp, Linda Botka, Tim Corrigan, Scott Griffith, Bob Herbst, Pam McConeghy,  Mondi Miller, 
Jim Muzzin, Lisa Nelson, Shawn Pipoly, and Al Wirth  
   
Members Absent:  Mark Binkley, Greg Strouse (resigned effective June 17, 2013) 
Motion by Mr. Wirth, supported by Mr. Pipoly, to excuse the absence of Mark Binkley due to the death of 
his mother-in-law.  Motion carried 11-0-2. 
 
Also present: 
Mr. Mike O’Leary, Lindhout Associates, Mr. Doug Cameron, DDA Attorney, Mr. Matt Modrack, DDA 
Executive Director/Community Development Director, City of Brighton, Ms. Nancy Johnson, Livingston 
County-SBTDC, and Ms. Nancy Johnson, Brighton District Library.  
 
2. Approval of June 18, 2013 Agenda 

 
Mr. Modrack noted that the Brighton District Library (BDL) request for lighting funds will be 
discussed under the Development Committee report, Item 7.A.2, and Lauri French noted that the 
Lindhout bills under Approval of Bills should read “May 2013”, not “April 2013).  Mr. Herbst noted 
that Nancy Johnson will be speaking about the BDL request at Call to the Public. 
Motion by Ms. McConeghy, supported by Ms. Botka, to approve the June 18, 2013 meeting 
agenda as amended.  Motion carried 11-0-2.   

 
3. Call to the Public was made at 7:20 a.m.  Nancy Johnson, Brighton District Library, updated the 

board about their capital campaign to replace the 13 bollard lights at the library.  There have been 
several more private donations since last month’s meeting and they are only short by $1,000.  
She asked if the DDA would consider making a donation to this campaign to complete the 
fundraising and thanked the board for their time this morning.  Hearing no further comments, call 
to the public was closed at 7:22 a.m.   

 
4. A.  Approval of the May 21, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Corrigan, supported by Ms. McConeghy, to approve the May 21, 2013 regular 
meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried 10-0-2-1, with two absences and Ms. Botka 
abstaining. 
 

5. Approval of Bills  
Mr. Modrack reviewed the bills and noted that the Landscape Design bill was for the flower 
baskets and flowers and plants for the DDA flower beds.  He also noted that Lindhout Associates 
has done some sketches at Mr. Modrack’s request (theater and Second St. parking lot 
expansion).  Mr. Cameron’s bill includes work done on the Lueker property and the 
redevelopment liquor license request by Dan Arban.  He also worked on some issues concerning 
the Johnson property and the agreement between the DDA and the Chamber regarding the 
portion of the stairway that is on the Chamber’s property.  Mr. Cameron noted that he is trying to 
get a closing date of Tuesday, June 25, 2013 for the Lueker property.  He will have Chairperson 
Herbst sign those papers and also the agreement with the Chamber.  He confirmed that he will 
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need a check in the amount of $2,500 for the closing.  Motion by Mr. Griffith, supported by Mr. 
Muzzin, to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried 11-0-2. 
 

6. A.  Financial Reports  
Mr. Modrack asked Lauri French to review the FY 12-13 financial report line by line.  She noted 
that the year-end budget amendment will be presented for approval at Thursday’s City Council 
meeting.  She reviewed the budget spreadsheet and explained the items that were over or under 
budget and explained that since the DDA’s budget is so dynamic, sometimes we don’t know 
we’re going to be doing a project when the budget is due in January or February.  Since we didn’t 
include a budget amount in those cases (i.e., engineering study for the Fifth Third parking lot and 
the Johnson stairway and fence), these will be included in the year-end budget amendment. 

 
Motion by Ms. Nelson, supported by Ms. Botka, to accept the financial report as presented.  
Motion carried 11-0-2. 

 
7. New Business 

A. Sub-Committee Reports 
1.   Design – 6/3/13 meeting – Ms. Miller reported that the committee met with Mike 
O’Leary to review details of the BACC Sculpture Garden before Mike puts together the 
bid documents.  There is a short meeting after the DDA meeting this morning to review 
the drawing one last time before it goes out for bid.   
2.   Development – 5/31/13 meeting – Mr. Corrigan advised that the Development 
Committee discussed the Library’s request for assistance with their fundraising campaign 
and recommends that the Board allocate $1,000 to fulfill their fundraising goal.  Ms. 
McConeghy noted that this was an important safety issue since there are many families 
who visit the library.   
Motion by Ms. McConeghy, supported by Mr. Pipoly, to allocate $1,000 to the Brighton 
District Library for their “Light the Way” fundraising campaign to replace the bollard lights.  
Motion passed 11-0-2. 
 
Mr. Modrack noted that the Development Committee also discussed the CSX 
counteroffer which he sent to Karen Clark at CSX last week.  He said we should hear 
back from them by this Friday or next Monday. 
  

      3.   Budget – No report 
4.   Executive – No report 

 
B.  Livingston County SBTDC Report – Nancy Johnson, Director 

1. 5/17/13 Business Expo – “Exploring the Spirit of Entrepreneurship” – Ms. Johnson 
briefly reviewed the annual report included in the packet.  She noted that she expects 
all of the numbers to be up in 2013 compared to last year.  She also noted that 
Huntington Bank has opened offices in Livingston County and that they are the 
largest SBA loan bank.  She also did a Power Point presentation with some 
information from Vail Resorts’ presentation at the Business Expo about customer 
service and their mission.  The presentation also included slides of several new and 
existing businesses and what things they consider important for their businesses (i.e., 
Integrity, Relationships, etc.).  Nancy noted that the Livingston County office is the 
only remaining regional office left after SBTDC was reorganized and she attributes 
having her office remain open to all the support she gets from the community.   

 
   8. Lindhout Update 

Mike O’Leary reported that they are putting together a banner maintenance report as requested 
at the last DDA meeting.  He also noted he is assisting with putting together the bid documents 
for the BACC Sculpture Garden which should go out for bid by the end of the month. 
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   9.     Chamber Report – Pam McConeghy - Ms. McConeghy said that she is happy to report that 

Lindhout Associates is working with Vail Resorts on Mt. Brighton and that as a result of that, Vail 
Resorts has also hired Lindhout Associates to work on a recent resort they purchased in 
Montana.  They have been talking about possibly doing a festival with food trucks and music next 
year at Mt. Brighton.  She said the Taste of Brighton event is moving along and that Jen Ling is 
working on it with the Taste of Brighton committee.  She noted that the DIA kick-off event will be 
held at Studio West Gallery on July 10 beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Lauri French passed out the 
invitations to the board members.  She also reported that Karen Rogers from the Farmers Market 
told her that the Market is doing really well this year and they think it’s because of the Main Street 
banner.  She also said that The Pound has offered the use of their large brick wall for the 
Chamber to post the year’s events.  Lauri French reminded her that one of the DIA paintings will 
be going on that wall next week through the end of September. 

   
 10. City Council Liaison Report (Mayor Jim Muzzin) – Mr. Muzzin advised that he will be 

accepting letters of interest for the vacancy caused by Greg Strouse’s resignation until the July 18 
City Council meeting.  He asked the board members to send him any recommendations to fill the 
vacancy.  Al Wirth advised that he will not be seeking another term on the DDA, so there will be 
another vacancy to fill when his term expires August 1, 2013. 

 
 11. Administrative Report (Matt Modrack) 

A.  June 20, 2013 Fifth Third Bank Announcement Party – Matt Modrack noted that Fifth Third will 
be doing a presentation of all the changes that have taken place at the bank and they asked the 
DDA to do a short presentation about the planned theater.  Matt encouraged all the board 
members to attend if possible. 
 
B.  July 10, 2013 DIA Inside|Out Kick-off Party – Matt asked the board members to RSVP to the 
Chamber for this event and encouraged them to attend. 
 
C.  CSX Parking Lot Update – Covered under Development Committee report. 
 
D.  Becker Brewery update – Matt has arranged a tour of the brewery following the DDA meeting 
this morning.  Hard hats are required. 

 
 12.       Adjournment 

 
Motion by Ms. McConeghy, supported by Mr. Wirth, to adjourn at 8:35 a.m.  Motion carried 11-0-2. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lauri French, Deputy Director 
Community Development, Planning & Zoning 
June 18, 2013 
 
 
 


