
City of Brighton 
Downtown Development Authority 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
May 17, 2016 

The Board for the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) held a regular meeting on Tuesday, May 17, 
2016 at the City of Brighton Council Chambers located at 200 N. First Street, Brighton, MI.  

1. Call to Order – Chairperson Herbst called the meeting to order at 7:15 am.  

Members Present:  

Dave Beauchamp, Scott Griffith, Bob Herbst, Tim Corrigan, Shawn Pipoly Claudia Roblee, Mark Binkley, 
Ashley Israel, Pam McConeghy and Lisa Nelson 

Members Absent: Jim Muzzin and Phil Garbacz 

Also present:  

Mr. Doug Cameron, Mancuso & Cameron Law Office; Mr. Piet Lindhout, Lindhout Associates; Ms. 
Michelle Miller, Economic & Community Development Liaison; Mr. Nate Geinzer, City Manager; and an 
audience of 1. 

Moved by Ms. Nelson, supported by Mr. Pipoly to excuse Board Members Muzzin and Garbacz.  The 
motion carried 10-0-2. 

2. Approval of the May 17, 2016 Agenda  

Motion by Mr. Corrigan, supported by Mr. Griffith, to approve the May 17, 2016 agenda as presented.  
The motion carried 10-0-2. 

3. Call to the Public 

The Call to the Public was made at 7:17 am. with no response. 

4. A. Approval of the April 19, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes  

Motion by Ms. Roblee, supported by Ms. Nelson, to approve the April 19, 2016 regular meeting minutes 
as presented. The motion carried 10-0-2. 

5. Approval of Bills  

Motion by Mr. Griffith, supported by Mr. Pipoly, to approve the bills as presented. The motion carried 10-
0-2. 

6. Financial Report  

A.  FY 15-16 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary (through 05/11/2016) 
 
Ms. Miller has added the sale of the liquor license, which will net the DDA $65,000.  The FY 16-17 
uncommitted fund balance is now $82,423. 
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Motion by Ms. McConeghy, supported by Mr. Griffith, to accept the FY 15-16 Adopted Budget and YTD 
Summary (through 05/11/2016).  The motion carried 10-0-2. 

7. New Business  

A. Possible Closed Session to Discuss the Acquisition of Real Estate 
 
Motion by Mr. Pipoly, seconded by Mr. Binkley, to enter into a closed session at 7:20 am.  The motion 
carried with a unanimous roll-call vote. 
 
B. Action as deemed necessary pursuant to 7A 
 
The Board did not take any action as a result of the closed session. 
 
C. Brighton Art Guild Paint-Out Request 
 
Ms. Roblee gave a description of the proposed event and how it has grown over the years.  She asked if 
the DDA would donate a prize.   

Motion by Ms. McConeghy, seconded by Ms. Nelson, to donate a $250 prize to an award that has a 
“Downtown Brighton” theme.  The motion carried 10-0-2. 

D. Veterans Millage Proposal 
 
Mr. Cameron stated that the County Board of Commissioners has approved ballot language for a millage 
increase for veterans in the County to be placed on the August election.  By law, each county must 
establish a veteran’s relief fund.  He read to the language and it stated that a portion of the money shall 
be dispersed to the DDA’s in the county, including the City of Brighton.  There was a brief discussion as 
to how the receipt of these funds should be handled. 

Motion by Mr. Griffith, seconded by Mr. Corrigan, to dedicate all funds captured from the given millage 
back to the veterans of the City of Brighton.  The motion carried 10-0-2. 

E. Liquor License Proposed Purchase Agreement 
 
Mr. Cameron stated he has received a purchase agreement for the sale of the liquor license.  The offer is 
for $70,000, less the $5,000 commission, so the net to the DDA would be $65,000.   

Motion by Mr. Griffith, seconded by Ms. Roblee, to accept the offer of $70,000, with a net profit of 
$65,000, for the sale of the DDA liquor license and authorize the DDA Chairman to sign the purchase 
agreement and appropriate closing papers at the time of the transaction, conditioned upon approval of the 
sale of the license by the Liquor Control Commission.  The motion carried 10-0-2. 

F. Subcommittee Reports 
1. Design – No Meeting 
2. Budget – April 6, 2016 
3. Development – May 11, 2016 
4. Executive – No Meeting 
5. Parking Strategy – No Meeting 
6. Parking Lot Maintenance – No Meeting 
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7. Lindhout Report  

 
Mr. Lindhout stated he is working on sketches to add more bathrooms to the pavilion building.  He 
attended a meeting regarding Phase I of the Millpond Master Plan. 
 
The contractor is hoping to have the flowers put up before Memorial Day. 
 
9 Administrative Reports 
 
Mr. Geinzer stated that Matt Modrack has not been in the office and he and Michelle are handling his 
duties. 

10. Chamber of Commerce Report 

Ms. McConeghy stated that the DIA will be part of the Fine Arts and Acoustic Music Festival civic event 
this year.  They have also added an evening of music and a beer/wine tent in the Hyne Street Parking lot 
on Saturday night. 

She attended the Master Plan Phase I meeting with Mr. Lindhout.  After the donation from Brighton Ford 
and the money that the DDA will be paying, there is still $500,000 needed.  She asked the Board 
Members if they feel the crowdfunding efforts should begin.  The donations will go through the Chamber 
of Commerce, but they will need the support of all organizations, including the DDA, PSD, BACC, etc.  
The fundraising campaign would be held from July through September.  They would hold public forums, 
and have displays at the Millpond showing what is being proposed. 

Mr. Geinzer suggested forming a steering committee for the fundraising with representatives from each 
group, as well as members of City Council.  He noted that the Site Plan will need to be reviewed and 
approved by both the Planning Commission and City Council. 

Ms. Roblee stated that the PSD and Downtown Merchants will help with the fundraising.  She agreed with 
Mr. Geinzer’s suggestion of a steering committee.   

It was suggested to have representatives from the Kiwanis, Downtown Merchants, Rotary, and schools 
on the committee.  Mr. Binkley suggested other groups outside of the City limits could be included as well. 

All Board Members agreed that the fundraising campaign should begin. 

Ms. McConeghy stated that the University of Michigan will present their project and Mike Crain of the 
Livingston County Road Commission will present the Grand River and Challis Road projects at the 
Chamber’s Power Lunch scheduled for June 9

th
. 

11. City Council Report - Mr. Muzzin was not present this morning.  Mr. Pipoly advised that City Council 
approved the 2016-2017 budget at their last meeting.  They will be interviewing the City Council 
candidates at their meeting this week. 

12. Adjournment - Motion by Mr. Griffith, supported by Mr. Pipoly, to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 am. 
The motion carried 8-0-4. 
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Respectfully submitted,  

 

Patty Thomas, Recording Secretary 
May 17, 2016 

 


