
City of Brighton 
Downtown Development Authority  

Regular Meeting Minutes 
July 15, 2014 

 
The Board for the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) held a regular meeting on Tuesday, July 15, 
2014 at the City of Brighton Council Chambers located at 200 N. First Street, Brighton, MI. 
 
1. Call to Order – Chairperson Herbst called the meeting to order at 7:15 a.m.   
 
Members Present: 
Dave Beauchamp, Mark Binkley, Linda Botka, Tim Corrigan, Phil Garbacz, Scott Griffith, Bob Herbst, 
Ashley Israel, Pam McConeghy, Jim Muzzin, Lisa Nelson, Shawn Pipoly and Claudia Roblee  
   
Members Absent: None  
 
Also present: 
Mr. Doug Cameron, DDA Attorney, and Mr. Matt Modrack, DDA Executive Director/Community 
Development Director, City of Brighton. 
 
2. Approval of July 15, 2014 Agenda 

Motion by Mr. Griffith, supported by Mr. Binkley, to approve the July 15, 2014 meeting agenda as 
presented.  Motion carried 13-0. 
 

3. Call to the Public was made at 7:16 a.m.  Hearing no response, call to the public was closed. 
 
4. A.  Approval of the June 17, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion by Mr. Corrigan, supported by Mr. Beauchamp, to approve the June 17, 2014 regular 
meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried 10-0-3 with Ms. Botka, Mr. Herbst and Ms. 
McConeghy abstaining. 
 

5. Approval of Bills  
Motion by Mr. Griffith, supported by Mr. Pipoly, to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried 
13-0. 
 

6. Financial Report  
A.  FY 13-14 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary (through 7/11/14)  
Motion by Mr. Corrigan, supported by Ms. Botka, to receive the FY 13-14 Adopted Budget and 
YTD Summary through 7/11/14 as presented.  Motion carried 13-0. 

 
7. Lindhout Report – Mr. Modrack advised that Mr. Lindhout did not have a report for today’s 
 meeting and was excused from attending the meeting. 

 
8. New Business   
 A.  Sub-Committee Reports 
  1.  Design – no meeting 
  2.  Budget – no meeting 
  3.  Development – no meeting 
  4.  Executive – no meeting 
  5.  Parking Strategy – Feedback from informational meetings  
 
  Mr. Modrack reported that four informational meetings were held in June at which we  
  received feedback from the subcommittee’s recommendations.  Mr. Modrack also noted  
  that an additional item has since been brought to his attention which is a concern about  
  overnight commercial parking, which he noted is allowed under the ordinance in public  
  off-street lots.  He also advised that a survey of the downtown retailers and restaurants is 
  currently underway, and the results of that survey will be used to develop the final  
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  recommendations.  He advised that any changes would probably not take place until  
  spring of 2015.    
   
9. Administrative Report – Matt Modrack 
 A.   Consider approval of revised CSX West Lot lease agreement – Mr. Modrack reviewed some 

photographs that he took at the Taste of Brighton event July 11-12, 2014 of the Chamber front 
and back lots, the Presbyterian Church lot, and the CSX West lot.  He reported that he talked to 
the CSX representative, Karen Clark, on July 11 and was told that the CSX engineers are willing 
to look at the site plan approved by the DDA Board which contains some asphalt parking spaces 
with the balance grass.  He advised that City Council still has to approve an ordinance 
amendment for transitional, event overflow and seasonal parking.  He anticipates that we won’t 
sign any agreement until April 2015 since we won’t need to use the lot for the winter. 

 
 B.   Staff/MEDC activity regarding 332 W. Main St. project – Mr. Modrack reviewed the façade 

rendering for the Yogurtopia store that is planned for Bob Moore’s building at 332 W. Main St.  
This will be the third store for the Yogurtopia owners; they have one in Phoenix and one in 
Dearborn.  The site plan still has to go to Planning Commission for approval.  Mr. Modrack has 
been working with the MEDC for a façade grant for this building.  The owners plan to spend at 
least $500,000 for the purchase and renovation of the building.  The business will have a lot of 
employees and they plan to be open until 11:00 p.m. during the summer months. 

 
 Mr. Modrack also advised that he and Ms. McConeghy met with Geri Barr from Excelda about the 
 possibility of using the 12-13 asphalt spaces on their property for “official” public parking (people 
 are currently using it on weekends and for events).  They agreed to enter into an agreement for 
 the Excelda lot and Matt will send a draft agreement to Geri Barr.  He advised that they discussed 
 the DDA paying the property taxes like we do for the Barton parking lot as part of the agreement.  
 There is a possibility to use the grass area as a transitional or overflow lot assuming the 
 ordinance amendment is approved.  He noted that Geri requested that one asphalt parking spot 
 by the garage has to be reserved for the owner of Excelda when he comes into town.  Staff was 
 directed to prepare a draft parking lot agreement between the DDA and Excelda to be approved 
 by the DDA Board at the August meeting before it gets sent to Excelda. 
 
 Mr. Modrack also advised there has been no further action on the McCririe lot.  
 
10. Chamber Report – Pam McConeghy  
 Ms. McConeghy reported that the Brewery grand opening was held on July 3 and the place was 

packed!  Yofresh, the yogurt store at the Brighton Mall, held their grand opening last week.  She 
noted that the Taste of Brighton event was held last weekend and by all accounts it was very 
successful.  She reminded the board that the Fine Art and Acoustic Music Festival is August 1-3, 
2014. 

   
11. City Council Report – Jim Muzzin  
 Mr. Muzzin advised that City Council did not hold a meeting on July 3 and therefore he had no 

report. 
 
12.       Adjournment 

Motion by Mr. Griffith, supported by Mr. Pipoly, to adjourn at 8:00 a.m.  Motion carried 13-0. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lauri French, Deputy Director 
Community Development, Planning & Zoning 
July 22, 2014 


