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City of Brighton 
Principal Shopping District Board Meeting Minutes 

  August 9, 2016  7:30 a.m. Regular Session 
 
 

1. Meeting called to order by Mark Binkley at 7:33 a.m. 
 
Those in Attendance:  
 
Mark Binkley  Y    Lisa Nelson   Y 
Nick Palizzi  N  Jon Innes   Y 
John Okoniewski  N         Steve Pilon  Y           
Sheryl Kemmerling Y                  Shawn Pipoly   Y 
Annette Jacoby  N 
 
Motion by Shawn Pipoly, seconded by Lisa nelson, to excuse the absences of John 
Okeniewski, Nick Palizzi and Annette Jacoby. The motion carried 6-0-3 
 
Staff: 
Michelle Miller, Jen Ling 
 
Audience:  1 
 

2. Approval of August 9, 2016 Agenda  
Motion by Shawn Pipoly, seconded by Steve Pilon, to approve the August 9, 2016 agenda. 
The motion carried 6-0-3. 
 

3. Approval of July 6, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes 
Not able to approve, as not enough board members present who attended the July 6, 2016 
meeting.  
 

4. Approval of July 2016 PSD Financial Report  
Motion by Shawn Pipoly, seconded by Lisa Nelson, to approve the July 2016 PSD Financial 
Report. The motion carried 6-0-3. 

 
5. Call to the Public was at 7:44, and was closed after hearing no response.  

 
6. New Business 

 
A. Legacy Center Presentation- Jimmy Banish with The Legacy Center gave an update. He 
mentioned that they are partnering with a gymnastics facility, and will eventually be 
putting in an Olympic-sized pool. He said they have nearly a half-million impressions yearly. 
He presented some sponsorship packages, and focused on the mezzanine space in the field 
house. For now, Jimmy would like to at least renew the sponsorship package the PSD 
invested in during 2014-2015, and would also like the Board to consider the mezzanine 
proposal and discuss at a later date. The Board discussed the information presented and 
was in agreement that the Legacy Center continues to grow, and they are interested, but  
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would like to run this information by Cristina Sheppard-Decius (the PSD’s hired marketing 
consultant) before committing. Legacy is shooting to get the indoor buildout done by 
November 1. Also, they plan to have PSD info out on their tables and such during their 
Powerade Tournament, and will need to collect more PSD shopping, dining, festivals cards 
from us before then.  
Motion by Steve Pilon, supported by Lisa Nelson, to renew the Legacy Center Sponsorship 
for $5,500 and will discuss the mezzanine additional sponsorship with POW! Marketing 
Strategies.  
 
 

 
7. Old Business 

 
A. A Taste of Brighton Update- Jen Ling said the weather was perfect, and crowds were 
awesome. It seemed like there were more people in town for this event than ever before, 
and the committee had great feedback from everyone. At the wrap-up meeting, they did 
discuss changing the hours slightly so restaurant tastes would start at noon instead of 
10:00 a.m., as restaurants are rarely ready to go at 10:00 a.m. on Friday. A survey has been 
sent to the merchants to evaluate their thoughts on this. Also, there was a situation with the 
dunk tank- the fundraiser recipient was given incorrect information from a third party 
regarding the amount they were supposed to receive. The committee is working to rectify 
the situation and will take steps to ensure nothing like this happens in the future. Jen will 
bring more TOB info to the September PSD meeting.  

 
B. POW! Marketing Strategies Update- Michelle Miller reported that Cristina Sheppard-
Decius will be meeting with the chamber, going into downtown businesses, and is planning 
to gather input from residents. She also has a meeting scheduled to talk with Grand River 
merchants. She also said that Nate Geinzer and some City staff conducted a survey for 6 
hours at the Brighton Fine Art & Acoustic Music Festival, and received some good feedback. 
They will be doing another survey during Brighton’s Smokin’ Jazz & Barbecue Blues 
Festival, and will need to find some people to help. Michelle is going to ask all boards to 
recruit people. Jon Innes said he may be able to help, and can try to get some of his staff to 
assist. Sheryl Kemmerling and Shawn Pipoly showed interest as well. Lisa Nelson and Mark 
Binkley will also try, assuming they are covered in their stores.  
 
C. Ladies Night Out Update- (Jen Ling)- Jen said the December Ladies Night Out is always 
the first Thursday in December, which would be December 1 this year.  
Motion by Sheryl Kemmerling, seconded by Steve Pilon to schedule Ladies Night Out for 
Thursday, December 1, 2016.  

 
8. Liaison Reports 

A. City Council (Shawn Pipoly) – Shawn introduced Jessica, management assistant at the 
City of Brighton, and also mentioned they have a new intern, Brandon. Jessica has been 
working with Nate and Michelle so far. Jessica and Brandon will be working on better 
communication with the residents of the city.  
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Shawn mentioned new ordinance updates and said that the changes could allow bed and 
breakfast businesses in the city. He also told the Board that the fire millage passed.  

 
B. Chamber of Commerce (Jen Ling) – Jen gave an update about the Art Festival, and talked 
about their new component- Brighton After Dark. She said all went well, and they plan to 
keep that component next year, with some tweaks. The Board was asking why the street is 
closed so early when there is little activity until the afternoon and the event doesn’t open 
until 5:00 p.m. Jen did explain that there would be more parked cars on the street to try to 
remove if the street closed later, and that would make things more difficult. She also said 
there is a lot of set-up, and that they need to stagger artist set-up times so they don’t have 
100 artists trying to set up on the street at once. Jen said she wondered if the event could 
start earlier, at maybe 3:00 p.m., but that decision would have to go to the Chamber and the 
committee to decide. She said she would pass on what the PSD discussed at their wrap-up 
meeting. The PSD Board will send a letter to the Chamber asking to consider some of the 
discussed changes.   
 
C. DDA (Michelle Miller) – Michelle said the budget is tight with commitments that have 
been made. She said they are not sure if they will need all allocated funds for the Grand 
River/Challis Road project. She also mentioned that the court building next door is going to 
be sold. Shawn Pipoly said they may consider moving City Hall over there.  

 
9. Board Member Updates- None 
 
 
10. Staff Updates – Matt Modrack is still in the hospital, but is feeling better. He is hoping to 

come home next week. Some staff members will be going to visit him to have a staff 
meeting about DDA items. Michelle Miller has been promoted to the Organizational 
Relations Manager, handling human resources, but will still be engaged in some community 
development. Also, the Little Explorers will be coming in to present their solutions for the 
issues they were working on for the City- recycling, bike racks and goose droppings.  

 
  Additionally, Michelle said both Jessica and Brandon will be involved in some of the work 

Michelle was handling.  
 
 Jen Ling told the Board she is scheduled to have surgery on her ankle September 15. She 

has some people who have offered to help her deliver things to the merchants when that 
will be needed for Ladies Night Out, but she may be in need of some further assistance. 
Sheryl Kemmerling offered to help.  

 
11. Call to the Public was at 8:59 a.m., and was closed after hearing no response.  
 
12. Motion by Jon Innes, seconded by Shawn Pipoly, to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 a.m. The 

motion carried 5-0-4.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Jen Ling, Recording Secretary 
August 31, 2016 

 
Next regular PSD board meeting –Tuesday, September 13, 2016 – 7:30 a.m.  


