
   
    

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON  
HELD ON MARCH 3, 2011 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:06 p.m.  Present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers 
Schillinger, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee, Cooper and Pipoly.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Bandkau called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
roll was called, there being present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers Schillinger, Bohn, Muzzin, 
Cooper, Roblee and Pipoly.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns and Staff members Dana 
Foster, Diana Lowe, Jennifer Piasecki, Amy Cyphert, Matt Schindewolf, Kelly LaLonde, Tom 
Wightman, Matt Modrack and an audience of 16. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Schillinger, seconded by Muzzin to approve the Regular Meeting 
minutes of February 17, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Closed Session minutes of 
February 17, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Cooper to approve the Budget Worksession 
minutes of February 22, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Bohn to approve the Closed Session minutes of 
February 22, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
EAGLE SCOUT PROCLAMATION 
 
Mayor Bandkau read an Eagle Proclamation to Taylor Stutesman and presented it to him. 
 
Taylor Stutesman stated his Eagle Scout project was to help the Howell Nature Center with their 
porcupine exhibit by planting two trees, built a viewing fence, a box nest and two platforms that will be 
set up into a tree. 
 
Mayor Bandkau thanked Taylor’s parents and Mr. Kalio for all of their support. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 7:36p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was 
closed.   
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CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
Mayor Bandkau read the following Citizen Inquiries:  Susan Walters-Steinacker -  Why when council 
goes into closed session is the public not told what the discussion will be about, rather than a generic 
agenda description notation? 
 
Susan Walters-Steinacker - My citizens inquieries from October 2010 and January 2011 have yet to be 
answered.  Please explain the delay and when they will be answered. 
 
Jim W. Frazier - I would like to thank the City Council for their decision to fly the POW-MIA flag next to 
the Veterans Memorial at the Mill Pond Park. If you could only get the naked statue moved to a different 
location and "works of art" next to the barber shop as you come into town. 
 
City Attorney, Paul Burns stated when the City Council goes into Closed Session, it states the reason they 
are going into Closed Session under the Open Meetings Act. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated at the time of agenda preparation, it is a judgement call as to what 
wording to put on the agenda as best as he knows it. 
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated Closed Session discussions are kept to the agenda items. 
   
CITIZENS INQUIRY RESPONSES 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated an inquiry was received January 8, 2011 from Susan Walters-
Steinacker asking who requested that there be a confidentiality agreement for the Bonner home at 131 E. 
North Street.  He stated based on our research of the records, City Attorney Burns reported at a November 
19, 2009 City Council meeting that Mr. Bonner’s attorney requested the agreement be kept confidential.    
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated an inquiry was received October 27, 2010 from Susan Walters- 
Steinacker asking why the City Council does not approve the City’s check registry and place on the 
website?  The City Council Budget and Finance Subcommittee reported the City Council is not engaged 
in approving vendor payments as this is delegated to the City Manager.  On December 16, 2010 City 
Council approved as part of the Consent Agenda to put quarterly vendor reports in Council packets with 
the first on in the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year Proposed Budget.   
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated an inquiry was received from Patricia Cole asking about Utility Billing 
Administrative charges.  He stated the City Council's recent action to approve the change from a monthly 
billing did not affect or change the City's water and sewer rates. That also means that the monthly 
administrative fee, which is a fixed part of the rate has not changed. Therefore, when you receive the first 
bi-monthly bill, it will show or include two months of the existing fixed monthly administrative fee. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated an inquiry was received from Patricia Cole asking what Other Post 
Employment Benefits have to do with utilities?  He stated the iincreased charge is in part due to the 
OPEB Trust Fund and it is only for those future OPEB costs associated with the Utilities employees. 



City Council  
March 3, 2011 
Page 3 
 
Councilmember Schillinger stated we elected assemble here to discuss and make policy to run and 
administer the operation of the City.  We follow the legal guidelines of the City Charter and are 
monitored by the legal Staff and Auditors.  We are spending way too much time on frivolous, repetitive 
questions by a few self-appointed watchdogs of the community.   We should evaluate some of the 
nonsense that is going on. 
 
Councilmember Cooper stated this has diminished the mood of an Eagle Scout award and two wonderful 
things we are about to talk about creating future opportunities for the City that have been downgraded at 
this point.  We get an email and respond to it, if they do not like the answer, we get a FOIA.  75% of our 
FOIA’s come from Mrs. Steinacker.  It is costing me as a taxpayer and everyone else far too much 
money.  The first Call to the Public is for agenda items and the second is for anything else.  It is derailing 
us because they do not like the response they get. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Muzzin to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Roblee, 
Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The following item was approved: 
 
1.  Approved Traffic Control Order#158:  Rescind Traffic Control Order #157 and replace with this order  
     that the south twelve (12) feet of Mill Pond Lane from Hyne Street to the rear of 312 W. Main Street  
     (inclusive),  be designated as a 30 minute loading zone and Traffic Control Order #159:  The six (6)  
     parking spaces on the east side of the municipal parking lot, parcel 4718-31-102-027, and immediately  
     adjacent to the west lot line of 111 West Main Street be restricted to 30 minute parking. 
   
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Muzzin to approve the Action Agenda as 
amended.  Delete item #16, Written Attorney-Client Privilege Closed Session.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
ENVISION BRIGHTON PRESENTATION   
 
Councilmember Roblee gave a presentation regarding the Envision Brighton downtown visioning World 
Café Forum.  She explained all were invited that consider Downtown Brighton their downtown.  She 
explained the World Café Forum process.  The following questions were asked:  What do you love most 
about downtown Brighton right now?  Envision downtown Brighton 5, 10, 15, 20 years from now – what 
do you see, hear, experience?  How would you define a downtown community that enriches you and your 
family? What central theme is emerging from the ideas expressed?  What can we do as a community to 
ensure that this vision becomes the future of the downtown?  She stated answers were put into two 
separate spreadsheets.  One was the 8 Assets and the other was what City Board, Commission or  
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organization would best receive this information.  The next step is to start with suggestions that do not 
cost any funds.  Can we use this as a formal document next to the master plan so it stays forefront and 
when we make policy decisions can we also use this document?  She stated she would be giving this 
presentation to several other organizations for their support. 
 
City Attorney, Paul Burns suggested to have Planning Commission and the City Council make the 
Envision Brighton document as an amendment to the Master Plan. 
 
Councilmember Muzzin suggested having a formal document to attach to the Master Plan. 
 
Councilmember Roblee suggested to include the Envision Brighton document into the Hyatt Palma study 
document because it covers the Downtown area. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated the Downtown Blueprint Plan/Hyatt Palma study results and 
recommendations were endorsed by simple motion by the Downtown Development Authority, Planning 
Commission and the City Council in 2003 and were not an amendment to the Master Plan. 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUNDING CITIZENS’ ADVISORY TASK FORCE REPORT 
  
City Manager, Dana Foster handed out the Capital Improvements Funding Citizens’ Advisory Task Force 
Report and Recommendations.  He presented Powerpoint slides regarding Core Service related Capital 
Investments and Community Improvement Investments needed for the short-term and long-term future, 
Core Service Improvements to be Implemented in next 3 to 5 years, How to Pay for the $ 9.3, Funding 
Recommendations and Public Information Process.  He thanked the task force members for their hard 
work. 
 
Council thanked the Capital Improvement Project Citizen’s Task Force for the outstanding work and time 
served for this project.    
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated our local firefighters responded to recent Magna fire in Howell Township. 
 
Councilmember Cooper stated the dedication of the MIA/POW flag will be March 12, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. 
at the Millpond and everyone is invited. 
 
Councilmember Roblee gave a Principle Shopping District update stating they are looking at budget and 
the following years advertising and marketing campaign. 
 
Mayor Bandkau stated the support at the flag dedication for our Veterans and Veteran’s Missing In 
Action will be an honor.  She stated Joyce Powers, Pam Lee and Beth Walker are on the Brighton 
Woman’s Roll of Honor.   
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CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 9:26 p.m.   
 
Joyce Powers, 982 Hickory Drive, thanked everyone for working so hard and stated she participated in 
the recent Envision Brighton workshop.  
 
Hearing no further comment, Mayor Bandkau closed the Call to the Public at 9:30 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Cooper to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________        ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                 Ricci Bandkau, Mayor  




