
    
   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON 
HELD ON JANUARY 16, 2014 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 
 
 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted an early Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Pipoly, Councilmembers Bohn, Bandkau, Tobbe, Willis and Cooper.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Muzzin called the regular meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, Councilmembers Bandkau, Willis, Tobbe, Cooper 
and Bohn.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns and Brad Maynes, Engineer Gary Markstrom, Staff 
members Dana Foster, Amy Cyphert, Tim Krugh, Dave Blackmar, Diana Lowe and Tom Wightman and an 
audience of 0.  Press and Media included Tom Tolen from WHMI.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Tobbe to approve the agenda as amended.  Add Closed 
Session Minute approval to item #5 and add item #8a, Planning Commission appointment.  Move from Action 
Agenda to Consent Agenda item #9, PUD.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of January 
2, 2014 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Bandkau to approve the Closed Session Meeting minutes 
of December 19, 2013.  Motion passed 7-0.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin opened the Call to the Public at 7:33 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, seconded by Cooper to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Motion passed 7-0.   
 
The following items were approved:   
 
1.  Reappointed Cori Senak, Shanda Willis, Kris Tobbe and Mary Jo Takagi to the Arts & Culture Advisory  
    Commission. 
 
2.  Appointed Michelle Petrak to the Election Commission. 
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3.  Appointed Susan Gardner to the Planning Commission.   
 
4.  Approved First Reading for the proposed amendment to Chapter 98 of the zoning ordinance that would create  
     Article XXVIII. Planned Unit Development (PUD) and set a Public Hearing and Second Reading for February  
     6, 2014. 
 
RESIGNATION LETTER 
 
Mayor Muzzin read a letter from John Wells stating he is resigning from the Planning Commission for personal 
reasons.  He stated that Mr. Wells has served the City on various Boards and Commission since 1971.      
 
MDOT’S CLOSURE OF SPENCER BRIDGE 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster gave a report regarding MDOT’s planned closure of the Eastbound I-96 exit ramp at 
the Spencer Road interchange during the Spencer Bridge closure part of the upcoming US 23 & I-96 interchange 
project.  He recommended that MDOT wait until after the Smokin’ Jazz and Barbecue Blues Festival to start their 
work. 
 
City Engineer, Gary Markstrom recommended the following:   
 
1.  Maintain the Spencer Road ramps (do not close the eastbound exit ramp).  
2.  Maintain the truck restriction on Spencer Road.  
3. Request MDOT place a truck detour for the eastbound I-96 exit to Spencer. Possible routes include:  
    a. To Downtown: EB I-96 to SB US-23 to Lee to Rickett, or detour to the Grand River exit.  
    b. To Spencer/Old 23: EB I-96 to SB US-23 to Lee to NB Old 23.  
 
RECOMMNEDATION TO MDOT REGARDING THE US 23 & I-96 PROJECT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Tobbe to forward the above recommendations of the City 
Engineer from his January 13, 2014 letter and project modifications to MDOT as soon as possible.  Motion passed 
7-0. 
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Councilmember Bohn stated the City of Brighton street crew have done a great job on snow removal.  He asked if 
we have enough salt and what is the status of our overtime expense. 
 
Acting Department of Public Works Director, Dave Blackmar stated we will have plenty of salt for the season. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated we are going to be over budget this fiscal year regarding overtime, because of 
snow and water main breaks.   
 
City Manager, Dana Foster reported on responses to Citizens Inquiries received since the last Council meeting. 
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 Snow removal from fire hydrants.  The Fire Authority staff digs out the hydrants and that there is an 
electronic map of the hydrants.   

 Information postings on our cable TV screens vs. our website.  We are improving the information on our 
cable screens.   

 Employment opportunities on our website and Cable TV.  There have not been any. 
 Snow hauling and the off street parking at the Heritage Real Estate building.   
 Pothole patching on Challis Road, which was located outside of our jurisdiction.   

 
City Manager, Dana Foster gave a progress update on the City Council-adopted goals.  He displayed a slide called 
Goals Progress Dashboard updating the Council on the various goals.   
 
Councilmember Cooper gave a SELCRA and Planning Commission update. 
 
Councilmember Tobbe gave a Brighton Arts and Culture update 
 
Mayor Muzzin informed Council that former Councilmember John Tunis’ wife, Deb Tunis passed away.  He 
expressed sympathy to John and his family. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Tobbe, seconded by Pipoly to have a moment of silence for the Tunis family.  
Motion passed 7-0.   
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Brighton Area Fire Authority update. 
 
Councilmember Tobbe complimented the Brighton Area Fire Authority on their work at the Brighton District 
Library during the water pipe break.    
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Call to the Public at 8:29 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed.  
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Cooper to go into Closed Session at 8:29 p.m.  A roll call 
vote was taken.  Yes:  Willis, Bohn, Pipoly, Muzzin, Bandkau, Cooper, Tobbe.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 8:30 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Meeting at 8:45 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Willis to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
___________________________________    ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk           Jim Muzzin, Mayor   


