
CITY OF BRIGHTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL                        
October 18, 2012 

          
Regular Blue Sky  :   7:00 pm :  Review of Agenda Items for this evening’s meeting         

                           
REGULAR SESSION - 7:30 P.M.          
 
1. Call to order                                                                        
2. Pledge of Allegiance                                       
3. Roll Call       
 
4. Consider approval of the Agenda  
 
5.   Recognition presentation & related resolution approval for the Brighton Jumpin’ Allstars recent World and National  
       Competitions’ related awards and accomplishments 
        
6.   Approval of minutes:  Regular Meeting and closed session of October 4, 2012 
      
7.   Mayor’s Reading of Citizen Inquiries received since the last City Council Meeting    
        
8.   Call to the Public 

Consent Agenda 
 
       9.    Consider approval of a resolution placing liens on properties for unpaid weed cutting for related code violation abatement 
 
      10.   Consider approval of an interlocal agreement with Hamburg Township for Police Special Response Mutual Aid  
 

11.   Consider approval of a ZBA reappointment as recommended by the Mayor  
 

Policy Development & Customer Communications’ action item 
       
      12.   Consider authorization of actions recommended by the City Attorney and City Manager for code and ordinance enforcement at  

         the vacant building located at 8580 West Grand River (after receiving response from the property owner to recent letter)  
 
13.   Receive annual independent external audit report and presentation from the auditors  
 
14.   Consider review and approval of a draft Goal-Setting Retreat Agenda from the City Manager 
 

Other Business 
      15.   Information for City Customers           
 
      16.   Receive updates from Council Member Liaisons to other Boards and Commissions 
 

17.  Conduct closed session to receive a written Attorney-Client privilege communication     
 
      18.    Call to the Public    
 
      19.    Adjournment 



    
   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON 
HELD ON OCTOBER 4, 2012 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 
 
 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper 
Councilmembers Bohn, Schillinger, Pipoly and Roblee.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
  
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Muzzin called the regular meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called, there being present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, Councilmembers Pipoly, Roblee, 
Schillinger and Bohn.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns and Staff members Dana Foster, Kelly 
Hanna, Diana Lowe, Matt Schindewolf, Colleen Barton and Tom Wightman. Press and Media included Nicole 
Krawcke from the Patch, Tom Tolen from WHMI and an audience of 0. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Roblee to excuse Councilmembers Bandkau and Pipoly 
from the evening’s meeting.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Bohn to approve the Agenda as amended.  Delete agenda 
item #9, Mutual Aid agreement, item #11, 8580 West Grand River, item #12, Northridge Hills and item #17, 
Attorney-Client privilege Closed Session.  Change item #13, Letter #2 regarding November 6th Bond Issue and 
item #14, Draft Goal-Setting Retreat Agenda to review only.  Move from Consent Agenda to Action agenda item 
#8, OPEB Actuarial Report.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Schillinger, seconded by Cooper to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of 
September 20, 2012 as presented.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Roblee to approve the first Closed Session Meeting 
minutes of September 20, 2012 as presented.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Bohn to approve the second Closed Session Meeting 
minutes of September 20, 2012 as presented.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
None. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin opened the Call to the Public at 7:34 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed.  
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Roblee to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
The following item was approved on the Consent Agenda: 
 
1. Approved a letter of understanding between the Clerical Employees Collective Bargaining Unit and the City 
    of Brighton regarding health insurance benefits as a result of recent negotiations between the City and the  
    Bargaining Unit. 
 
OPEB ACTUARIAL REPORT 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster briefed the Council on Other Post Employment Benefits. 
 
Finance Director, Kelly Hanna compared the 2008 actuarial OPEB valuation report to the 2012 valuation.  She 
discussed a benchmarking analysis comparing the City of Brighton to other communities in the area and OPEB 
Reserve Appropriation.  
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Bohn to accept the updated OPEB actuarial report as 
presented.  Motion passed 5-0-2.  
 
DRAFT LETTER #2 REGARDING THE NOVEMBER 6TH BOND ISSUE ELECTION 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster briefed the Council on the draft Letter #2 from the City Council to all City voters 
regarding the November 6th Bond Issue Election.   
 
Council reviewed the draft letter #2 from the City Council to all City voters regarding the November 6th Bond 
Issue Election.  Suggestions were made for the content of the letter and to send it out as soon as possible.  Motion 
passed 5-0-2. 
 
DRAFT GOAL SETTING RETREAT AGENDA 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed the draft Goal-Setting Retreat Agenda. 
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Department of Public Services Director, Matt Schindewolf stated we are on the weekly pick-up of leaves and bags 
are available at the DPS on 3rd Street.  The Water Utility Division has been notified they have received the 2011 
Water Fluoridation Award from the State Department of Community Health.  The crosswalks and street line 
painting is being accomplished. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated he had a meeting with a DEQ representative and State Representative Rogers 
regarding a low-interest revolving loan plan for the Millpond dredging.  The DPS is obtaining quotes for tree 
removal around the Millpond. 
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Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper thanked Corrigan Oil for granting another $10,000 to SELCRA.  
 
Councilmember Roblee stated she attended a Retail Marketing seminar in Lansing and several people asked her 
“What is Brighton doing right?”  Brighton’s reputation is growing around the state. 
 
Councilmember Bohn gave a Budget and Finance Subcommittee meeting update stating they reviewed the OPEB 
information. 
 
Mayor Muzzin thanked the Brighton Kiwanis’s club for having him speak at their meeting today and they have 
been doing Gazebo concerts for 37 years.  
 
MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL PENDING LITIGATION CLOSED SESSION 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Roblee to go into Closed Session to discuss pending 
Michigan Tax Tribunal litigation, pursuant to MCL 15.268(e).  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, 
Bohn, Cooper, Muzzin, Roblee.  No:  none.  Absent:  Bandkau, Pipoly.  Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 8:40 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened at the Regular Session at 8:47 p.m. 
 
MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL CLOSED SESSION ACTION 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Roblee to execute the settlements for Edbob Investments, 
LLC and Mediterranean Investment Group, LLC as presented.  Motion passed 5-0-2.  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Muzzin gave a Call to the Public at 8:49 p.m.  Hearing none, the Call to the Public was closed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Cooper to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m.  Motion passed 
5-0-2. 
 
 
 
___________________________________    ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                                                      Jim Muzzin, Mayor 
 













POLICY REPORT NO. BPD 12-01 
INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH HAMBURG TOWNSHIP 

 October 4, 2012 
 

Prepared by:        Reviewed by: 
 
Thomas Wightman       Dana W. Foster 
Chief of Police        City Manager 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Brighton Police Department has for many years operated tactical response unit currently 
known as the Special Response Team (SRT).  This unit is trained to respond to high-risk 
situations involving the potential for extreme danger.  In particular, this unit is trained to conduct 
entry into locations with known or potential armed assailants, to apprehend persons who pose a 
serious threat of injury to themselves or others, and to conduct tactical entry into search warrant 
locations.  Members of this unit participate in regular specialized training with an emphasis on 
team operations while practicing weapons techniques, entry and movement procedures, and 
live-fire exercises.   This unit has conducted operations in the City of Brighton as well as in 
neighboring communities when requested to provide assistance to other agencies.   
 
ISSUE: 
During the past year the Hamburg Police Department has assigned several officers to train with 
the Brighton SRT because Hamburg does not currently have its own SRT unit.  This project has 
worked well and the members of both departments are now trained to operate as a combined 
team under the leadership of a Brighton Police Sergeant.   A formal interlocal agreement is 
needed to facilitate the mutual operation of a Special Response Team that will provide services 
in both communities. 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
The operation of the SRT unit under an interlocal agreement will not directly impact the City’s 
budget; however, the shared service approach will improve the efficiency and quality of the 
service provided.  
 
COUNCIL ACTION: 
If approved by City Council, the Mayor and the Chief of Police should sign the agreement on 
behalf of the City.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
The Police Department recommends approval of the request. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Proposed Interlocal agreement between City of Brighton and Hamburg Township for the mutual 
operation of a Special Response Team. 
  
 



















LAW OFFICE OF PAUL E. BURNS

Attorneys at Law Paul E. Burns
133 West Grand River Bradford L. Maynes

B- ix Tv/r-i- a c\ t i /- Headier K. Kitsonrighton, Michigan 48116
(810) 227-5000 FAX (810) 220-5895

October 10,2012

VIA PERSONAL SERVICE, CERTIFIED MAIL AND
FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC
7701 Grand River #2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

Re: 8580 West Grand River Avenue, Brighton, Michigan

Dear Mr. Norton,

Please be aware that our previous letter of October 9, 2012, attached hereto, inadvertently
referred to the previous meeting date of October 4, 2012. This matter is actually placed
on the agenda for the October 18, 2012 Brighton City Council meeting which you are
invited to attend.

Very truly yours,

]he,}uuj/kitit

Bradford L. Maynes

cc: Brighton City Council
Mr. Dana W. Foster

Mr. Jim Rowell

Ms. Amy Cyphert
Chief Michael O'Brian



___^_ LAW OFFICE OF PAUL E. BURNS
lp^~£ Attorneys at Law P;ull E. Bums
liqnp 133 West Grand River Bradford LMaynes
if.. :ilJwillM^g Brighton, Michigan 48 116 Headier K. Ki«on
October 9, 2012 (810) 227-5000 FAX (810) 220-5895

VIA PERSONAL SERVICE, CERTIFIED MAIL AND
FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC
7701 Grand River #2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

Re: 8580 West Grand River Avenue, Brighton, Michigan

Dear Mr. Norton,

As you areaware from our previous correspondence, ouroffice represents the City of Brighton.
Our office has been informed that you have spoken with Fire Chief O'Brian regarding the above
property and previous letters to you on the subject, copies of which are attached hereto.

It is ourunderstanding that ChiefO'Brian informed you that the Brighton City Council would
table this matter for two weeks from their September27, 2012 meeting. This time was provided
to enable you to assemble a written proposal as to the work to bedone on the above-referenced
property to satisfy the concerns of the City and Fire Authority. It isour understanding at this
point that neither the City nor the Fire Authority has received any written proposal from you of
any sort.

Please be informed that this matter is on the agenda for the Brighton City Council for their
meeting ofOctober 4,2012 for authorization ofappropriate legal action in the event that the
deadlines in the attached letters are not complied with, and you arehereby invited to attend that
meeting.

Very truly yours,

Bradford L. Maynes

cc: Brighton City Council
Mr. Dana W. Foster

Mr. Jim Rowel 1
Ms. Amy Cyphert
Chief Michael O'Brian



LAW OFFICE OF PAUL E. BURNS
Attorneys at Law

133 West Grand River
Brighton, Michigan 48116

(810) 227-5000 FAX (810) 220-5895

Paul E. Burns
Bradford I.. Mayncs
I leather K. Kit.<on

September 25, 2012

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL / FIRST CLASS MAIL

Mr. Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton OITicc Development LLC
7701 Grand River //2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

Re: 8580 West Grand River Avenue, Brighton, Michigan

Dear Mr. Norton,

Please be informed that our office represents the City of Brighton. Our office has been informed
that the above property, owned by Brighton Office Development LLC, is in violation of the City
Codes of Ordinances, as set forth in the letter of Mr. Jim Rowell, attached. It is further our
understanding from the Brighton Area Fire Authority that the above properly is in violation of
the International Fire Code, as set forth in the letter ofChiefMichael O'Brian, attached.

Please contact our office immediately to discuss how these violations will be remedied. This
matter will be added to the agenda for the Brighton City Council for their meeting of October 4,
2012 for authorization of appropriate legal action in the event that the deadlines in the attached
letters arc not complied with, and you arc hereby invited to attend that meeting.

Very truly yours,

0/W
Bradford L. Maynes

cc: Brighton City Council
Mr. Dana W. Foster

Mr. Jim Rowell

Ms. Amy Cyphcrt
Chief Michael O'Brian



September 19,2012

Brighton teat Em BepMtmmt
615 W. Grand River

Brigbton, Michigan 48116
810-289-6640 Fas: 810-229-1619

Mr.Joe Norton, Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC
7701 Grand River #2

Brighton, Michigan 48114

RE: 8580 W. Grand River Ave.

The Fire Authority has observed some deterioration from the above listed premises. The two story building with a basement level
appearsto have multiple deficiencies on the exterior of the building. Inspection staff has been unable to complete a periodic
inspection of the property. The property has been without a tenant formultiple years and Isshowing signs of distress fromthe
exterior including possible transient use. The exterior of the property has multiple openings and appears to be unsecuredat times.

The Brighton Area Fire Authorityhas observed the following conditions at the abovelistedaddress. The conditions arebased onthe
2012 International Fire Code as adopted.

1. The building shall be secured. Onthe West sideof the building the overhang is open to the public and it appears
unauthorized persons could enter the building (IFC 311.2.1).

2. Provide updated emergency contact information.

3. Provide details on maintenanceof the automatic sprinkler and fire alarm systems (IFC 901.6).

4. It appears the building may have rubbish inside that shall be removed. Persons owning, or in charge or control of, a
vacant building or portion thereof, shall remove all accumulations ofcombustible materials, flammable or combustible
waste or rubbish and shall securely lock or otherwise secure doors, windows and other openings to prevent entry by
unauthorizedpersons (IFC 311.3).

5. Provide details onthestatus of theautomatic sprinkler system and fire alarm system. The systems shall be
operational unless approved by the Fire Authority. See IFC 311.2.2 for conditions. (IFC 311.2.2)

The following items shall be completed within (10) business days. In addition, the owner shall schedule aperiodic Inspection with
Authority staffby contacting us at 810-229-6640.

Sincere!Sincerely.

Michael O'Brian CFO, MIFfreE
Fire Chief

cc Paul Burns - City Attorney
Neal Nielsen - BAFA Attorney



September I-1.2012

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION

2300 E. Grand River, Suite 104
Phone: 517.548.3130 Fax: 517.546.7461

Web Site: co./ivingston.mi.us/building

Mr. Joe Norton. Registered Agent
Brighton Office Development LLC

7701 Grand River ill

Brighton, Michigan 4KI14

RE; PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE VIOLATIONS - 8580 \V. Grand River

Parcel ID 18-30-100-061

Dear Mr. Norton.

Please be informed that Livingston County performs building code enforcement services? for the City of Brighton.
OurStaff wasasked to inspect the property noted above as a result of numerous police incidents. Our inspection of
the property located at 8580 West Grand River. Brighton. Michigan (the "Property") disclosed numerous violations
ofthe Cily of Brighton Code ofOrdinances (COBCO) and the City ofBrighton Property Maintenance Code (I'MC).

I. The interior of the properly is not secure against passersby and isan attractive nuisance, in violation of
PMC 301.3.

PMC 301.3 Vacant Structures and land
"All vacant structures and premises thereof shall be maintained in a clean, safe anil secure and sanitary
condition as provided herein so as not io cause ablighting problem or adversely affect the public health or
safety."

2. There is junk stored on the premises and. more specifically on the west and north areas ofthe site, in
violation of the following code sections:

COBCO Sec. 42-102. Storage of J unit Prohibited.
"No person shall stare or accumulate or cause to he stored or accumulaiedjunk, trash, or refuse
ofany kind."

COBCO Sec. 42-101. Definitions

"Junk "leans parts aj'machinery or motor vehicles, una.sed Moves or other appliances stored in
the open, remnants ofwood, metal or any other material or other cust-ojfmaterial ofany kind
whether or not the same could he put to any reasonahle use. "

PMC Section 302,1 Sanitation".III exterior propcrtv and premises must he maintained in aclean, safe and sanitary condition.
The occupants shall 'keep that part of,he exterior property which said occupant occupies or
controls in a clean ami sanitary condition. "

Pace



PMC 308.1 Accumulation of rubbish orgarbage.
"Alt exteriorproperty andpremises and the Interior ofeverystructure shall befree of
accumulation ofrubbish orgarbage."

3. There isgraffiti on the building walls, in violation ofthe following code sections:

PMC 302.9 Defacement of Property
"No person shall willingly or wantonly damage, mutilate ordeface any exterior surface ofany
structure orbuilding byplacing thereon any marking, carving orgraffiti
Itshallbe theresponsibility ofthe building owner torestore saidsurface."
PMC 304.6 Exterior Walls.

"All exterior walls shall befreeofholes, breaks, andloose or rotting materials andmaintained
weatherproofandproperly surface coated where required topreventdeterioration,"

4. There are brokenwindows in thebuilding, inviolation ofthe following codesections:

PMC 304.13.1 Glazing
"Allglazing materialsshallbefree ofcracks andholes."

5. The interiorofthe structure is dilapidated andin poor shape. There arebrokenwindows andtrash
throughout The toilets appear to beoverflowing with feces. Theseare in violation ofthe following code
sections:

PMC 504.1

"ailplumbingfixtures shall beproperly Installed andmaintained In working order, andshall be
keptfreefrom obstructions, leaks and defects and becapable ofperforming thefunction forwhich
suckplumbingfixtures aredesigned.n
PMC 30&3

"All interiorsurfaces, including windows anddoors shall bemaintained ingood, clean and
sanitary condition. Peeling chipping orabradedpain paint shall berepaired removedorcovered.
Cracked orhoseplaster, decayed wood andother defective surfaces shall becorrected."
PMC 308.1 Accumulation or rubbish or garbage.
"All exteriorproperty andpremises and the Interior ofeverystructure shall befree of
accumulation ofrubbish orgarbage."

6. There isevidence ofrodent infestation, which infestation isinviolation of the fbllowing code section:

PMC 309.1 Infestations
uAll structures shall be keptfreefrom Insect and rodent infestation. All structures In which insects
orrodents arefound shall bepromptly exterminated byapproved processes that will not be
Injurious to human health. Afterpest elimination proper precautions shall be taken to prevent re-
infestation."

Please correct these violations within 30 days. Failure to correct these issues may result in prosecution ofthe
violation inaccordance with PMC Section 106.3, Prosecution ofViolatioa

PMC 106.3 Prosecution of violation. ~ m ******
Any person failing to comply with anotice ofviolation or order served in accordant with Section
mImiSmlnyit* misdemeanor, and the violation shall be*^***«***
o^nse Ifthe notice ofviolation is not complied with, the code official shall institute thetSSSi*ESJS'aw or in equity to'restrain. correct or abate such vtolattono,•» require
STremoval or termination ofthe unlawful occupancy ofthe structure in violation ofthe
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provisions ofthis code orofthe order or direction made pursuant thereto. Any action taken by the
authority having jurisdiction on such premises shall be charged against the real estate upon which
the structure islocated and shall be alien upon such real estate.

Any person affected bythis decision has aright to appeal this notice in writing within 20 days after the date of
issuance ofthe notice. The appeal shall be based on the claim that the true intent ofthis code or the rules legally
adopted thereunder has been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions ofthis code do not apply, or the requirements of
this code are adequately satisfied by other means.

Sincerely,
Jim Rowell

Livingston County BuildingOfficial
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Very Draft Preliminary Proposed 2012 Goal-Setting Retreat Plan and Agenda  
 
  November 10 & 11, 2012   
 
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM   Saturday:  Retreat Special Meeting  
 
8:00 AM - 11:00 AM Sunday:  Continuation of Recessed Retreat Special Meeting 
 
11:00 AM - 12 Noon Sunday: Separate Special Meeting for Annual City Manager Evaluation  
 
        ****** 
 
Retreat Special Meeting Agenda:  
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
2. Call to the Public 

 
3. Discussion about what the Updated 6-year Financial Forecast means for big-picture 

planning, upcoming budget decision-making, and the basic question of: Are we making 
progress as compared to our financial status of 2 or 3 or 4 years ago?   The updated 
forecast will actually be presented to City Council at the November 8th City Council 
Meeting  (2 days prior to the Retreat).  

 
3a.  Review discussion about the Finance Director’s recently submitted OPEB Actuarial  
       Update 

 
 3b.  Discussion may also include City Manager’s work on alternative service delivery  

       options   
 
3c.  Discussion may also include City Manager’s pitch for additional resources for  
       current and future service needs 

 
 

4. Review Discussion about the MML 21st Century Community Design Asset Categories :  
Are they still relevant for our City’s goal-setting to follow? 

 
5. Discussion about emerging and pending big-picture topics : 

 
a.   City Hall-based offices’ relocation, related options, and cost planning 
 
b.   Information from the Fire Authority regarding fire station location planning 
 
c. Information from SELCRA regarding the Skate Park & related planning 
 
d. Pending intergovernmental service negotiations 

 
e. Capital Improvements’ planning/construction planning for 2013 & beyond dependent 

upon the outcome of the November 6 Bond Issue Election 
 

f. Mill Pond Master Plan Update : next steps  



 
6. Discussion of City Council Members’, Union stewards’, and Department Directors’ 

Requested Retreat Discussion Topics: 
 

7. Identification of preliminary City Council Goals (to be adopted at the next Regular  
      Council Meeting in November) in a Wrap-Up/Concluding Discussion  

 
       8.    Adjournment  
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