
CITY OF BRIGHTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL         
November 5, 2015 

Regular Blue Sky:  7:00 p.m.:  Review of Agenda Items for this evening’s meeting    

REGULAR SESSION - 7:30 P.M. 

 1.  Call to order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call

4. Consider approval of the Agenda

5. Approval of minutes:  Regular Meeting of October 15, 2015

6. Call to the Public
Consent Agenda 

7. Consider a Charitable Gaming License Resolution for AOD Elite Team Dance Boosters.

8. Consider approval of a resolution of support for the DDA to re-apply for the MEDC Michigan Main Street Program 
Associate level status.

9. Consider approval of the Mayors recommended appointment to the Board of Review.

Policy Development & Customer Communications’ action items 

10. Conduct public hearing for a temporary land use permit for Christmas Tree Sales at St. Patrick’s Church

   10a. Consider a motion to approve the temporary land use permit  

11. Consider discussion about the Nov. 11th SELCRA-related intergovernmental meeting and any additional or updated 
inputs/feedback that City Council wants Council Members who can attend the meeting to in turn relay or provide at the 
intergovernmental meeting.

Other Business 

12. Information for City Customers including reports on responses to Citizens Inquiries to City Council received since the last
Council Meeting

13. Receive updates from Council Member Liaisons to other Boards and Commissions

14. Call to the Public

15. Adjournment



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON 
HELD ON OCTOBER 15, 2015 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 

BLUE SKY SESSION 

The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, 
Councilmembers Bandkau, Tobbe, Bohn and Gardner.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 

REGULAR SESSION  

Mayor Muzzin called the regular meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, Councilmembers Bandkau, Bohn, Tobbe and 
Gardner.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns, Engineer Gary Markstrom and Staff members Dana 
Foster, Jennifer Burke, Dave Blackmar, Tim Krugh, Kelly Hanna and Tom Wightman and an audience of 8.  
Press and media included Tom Tolen from WHMI.    

It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, seconded by Councilmember Gardner to excuse Councilmember Willis 
from the evening’s meeting.  Motion passed 6-0-1. 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

It was moved by Councilmember Gardner seconded by Pipoly to approve the agenda with the following changes:  
Add item #8a, Consider Action on Compensation Range for Open City Manager Position.  Delete item #10, 
Northridge Woods, item #11, Northridge Ponds, and item #12 Lindbom School Site Property/Utility 
Improvements.  Motion passed 6-0-1. 

MINUTE APPROVAL 

It was moved by Councilmember Tobbe, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of October 
1, 2015 as presented.  Motion passed 5-0-1-1, with Mayor Muzzin abstaining. 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Mayor Muzzin opened the Call to the Public at 7:33 p.m.  

Rebecca Munce, 125 N. 3rd Street, stated the new parking lot just west of Railroad Tracks has been wonderful for 
businesses, the back part of the 2nd Street parking lot is a mess, the fencing is different from front and needs 
beautification.  She suggested the DDA could add something to it for the community.  She complimented Deputy 
Chief Bradford.   

Hugh Munce, 125 N. 3rd Street stated he appreciates the Brighton Police Department.  He discussed the Lindbom 
School improvement and stated the entire area in northwest quadrant needs to be improved.   

Hearing no further comment, the Call to the Public was closed at 7:38 p.m. 
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CONSENT AGENDA  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Tobbe to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The 
following items were approved. 
 
1.  Approved a Civic Event application for the next upcoming Ladies Night Out event. 
 
2.  Reappointed David Senak to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Motion passed 6-0-1. 
 
COMPENSATION RANGE FOR OPEN CITY MANAGER POSITION 
 
Councilmember Tobbe stepped out of Council Chambers at 7:43 p.m. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Gardner to approve the salary/compensation range for the 
open City Manager Position of $90,000 to $120,000.  Motion passed 5-0-2.   
 
Councilmember Tobbe returned to the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 
 
ANNUAL AUDIT REPORT 
 
Finance Director, Kelly Hanna thanked her staff and the auditors for their work on the audit.   
 
Martin Olejinik, Plante Moran, presented the FY-15-16 audit report.   
 
Tim St. Andrews briefed Council on the financial statement, graphs, post audit letter and addressed audit 
process/issues.   
 
SAW GRANT ENGINEERING SERVICES PROPOSAL 
 
Tim Krugh, Utilties Director gave a brief overview of the SAW Grant Proposal.   
 
Gary Markstrom, Tetra Tech, briefed Council on the professional engineering services that are required for the 
SAW Grant Program.   
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, seconded by Tobbe to approve the proposal for Professional 
Engineering Services and Amendment #314, dated October 7, 2015 to Tetra Tech to prepare Wastewater and 
Stormwater Asset Management Plans (AMP) in accordance with the requirements of the SAW Grant Program at a 
cost of $576,800, subject to attorney approval and funding from the State.  Motion passed 6-0-1.   
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly gave a Principal Shopping District update. 
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Councilmember Bandkau stated Council received a letter from Chilson Hills Church thanking Council for their 
service to the community. 
 
Councilmember Tobbe gave a Brighton Arts and Culture Commission update and stated he toured the new 
Brighton Area Schools facilities.  
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Brighton Area Fire Authority update.  
 
Councilmember Gardner gave a SELCRA update. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Call to the Public at 9:28 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Pipoly to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 p.m.  Motion 
passed 6-0-1. 
 
 
 
___________________________________           ________________________________ 
Jennifer Burke, Deputy City Clerk       James Muzzin, Mayor 
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Page 2 
DDA Board Members 
Michigan Main Street Program Associate Level Application 
October 16, 2015 

 

 
Subsequent to several phone conversations I have had with our MEDC representative Marilyn Crowley, 

as well as a luncheon meeting last Monday (October 12th), it appears to that re‐entering the Michigan 

Main Street program would be of sufficient benefit for our DDA to justify the necessary time and 

resources required. It is also clear that as the MEDC budget experienced severe cutbacks and every 

advantage available to our DDA to secure economic development funds should be utilized. Simply put, 

grant funds are scarcer and MEDC considers participation in MMS a "net plus" when reviewing and 

scoring requests for funds. We have also been advised by our CAT representative that the paperwork 

requirements, both in the application and the ongoing, have been substantially streamlined. 

Additionally, our CAT representative indicated that the Associate level MMS program had been revised 

to provide successful downtown such as ours more specific and tailored guidance. 
 

 
A second reason for reconsidering application to the Michigan Main Street Associate level program is to 

help with overall education and guidance given the recent and changes in DDA and City personnel, 

particularly with Lauri French retiring and the hiring of Michelle Miller as staff support. This is a good 

time to reset our downtown plans within the context of the Four Point Approach that has been a proven 

success by both the national and the state level Main Street programs. 
 

 
In closing, we have been encouraged to apply for Associate status and re‐enter the Michigan Main 

Street program by both MEDC and MSHDA representatives, two state agencies that we've worked 

together with over the past decade. We can anticipate future partnerships with both agencies.  In 

fact, we  are working with MEDC now  on  a potential  crowd‐funding  initiative  for  a new music 

pavilion downtown.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.   
 

 
 



Resolution___________ 

BRIGHTON CITY COUNCIL 
A RESOLUTION PLEDGING SUPPORT OF COMMITMENT AND 

COOPERATION WITH THE MICHIGAN MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
IN BECOMING AN ASSOCIATE MAIN STREET COMMUNITY 

 
WHEREAS, Downtown is vital to our community’s identity and quality of life; 

 
WHEREAS, on August 2, 2006, the City of Brighton PSD Board of Directors 

adopted the Main Street Four Point Approach as a recognized and proven method for 
downtown revitalization and is continually looking for ways to adapt this approach to its 
unique situation. 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Brighton Downtown Development Authority is dedicated 
to the economic success of the Downtown Brighton District and it is the opinion of the 
Brighton City Council that having been accepted as a Michigan Main Street Associate on 
July 16, 2008 was a strong step forward in Downtown Brighton revitalization and 
enhancement. 

 
WHEREAS, the Brighton City Council supported application to the Michigan 

Main Street Associate Program administered by the Michigan State Housing 
Development Authority, which serves as an introduction to the Main Street downtown 
revitalization approach, by its resolution number 08-08 adopted April 17, 2008. 
 
 

WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Brighton City Council that it is in the best 
interest of the City of Brighton to re-establish its Michigan Main Street Associate level 
status in order to allow expanded participation in the MSHDA-sponsored Main Street 
committee training workshops by Downtown Development Authority board members, 
Principal Shopping District board members and any other interested parties. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE be it resolved as follows: 
The City of Brighton and its Downtown Development Authority agree to the minimum 
participation standards for the Michigan Main Street Program as set forth by the 
MMSC@MSHDA including submitting biannual reports and participation at required 
MMS training and services. 

 
In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hand on this 5th day of November, 2015 
 
AYES:__________________________ 
 
NAYES:_________________________ 
 
ABSTAIN:_______________________ 
 
ABSENT:________________________ 

 
   



POLICY REPORT 
TEMPORARY LAND USE 

NOVEMBER 5, 2015 
 

 
PREPARED BY:     REVIEWED BY: 
 
___________________________                              _____________________________ 
Diana Lowe      Dana Foster 
City Clerk      City Manager 
 
ISSUE: 
 
To conduct a public hearing and consider approval of a Temporary Land Use Permit for  
St. Patrick Catholic Church for Christmas Tree Sales at 711 Rickett Road. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Recommend approval based on conditions set forth in the motion below. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
St. Patrick Church applied for a Temporary Land Use Permit for the period of time from 
November 27, 2015 through December 13, 2015, weekends only.  They have included a 
sketch of the layout and proposed use including table and tree locations. 
 
All neighboring property owners were notified within 300 feet of the proposed site. 
 
The application has been given favorable recommendation by the City’s Police Chief, 
Building Official, Livingston County Planning Department, Director of Public Services and 
Brighton Area Fire Chief. 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
None. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
Consider conducting the Public Hearing and if no objections, accept the Staff  
recommendation to approve the application from St. Patrick Church dated October 12, 2015 
and attached plans for a Temporary Land Use Permit for produce sales from November 27, 
2015 through December 13, 2015. 
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