
   
    

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON  
HELD ON MARCH 17, 2011 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 

BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:06 p.m.  Present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers 
Schillinger, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee, Cooper and Pipoly.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Bandkau called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
roll was called, there being present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers Schillinger, Bohn, Muzzin, 
Cooper, Roblee and Pipoly.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns and Staff members Dana 
Foster, Diana Lowe, Jennifer Piasecki, Amy Cyphert, Matt Schindewolf, Kelly LaLonde, Tom 
Wightman, Matt Modrack and an audience of 26. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of 
March 3, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Roblee to approve the Budget Worksession 
minutes of February 24, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Cooper to approve the Budget Worksession 
minutes of March 1, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Budget Worksession 
minutes of March 3, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Budget Worksession 
minutes of March 8, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Muzzin to approve the Closed Session minutes of 
the Budget Worksession of March 1, 2011 as presented.  Abstain:  Cooper.  Motion passed 6-0-1. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 7:35p.m.  The following comments were heard: 
 
Nancy Stamp stated the auditory reception is poor on the televised Council meetings.  She also stated the 
electric car charging stations should not be given for free.  In regards to the Freedom of Information Act, 
City Council members should act as public officials when answering those requests. 
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Hearing no further comment, the Call to the Public was closed at 7:40 p.m. 
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
Susan Walters-Steinacker - Why won't the city allow the owner of 116 and 122 E. North St. to repair their 
homes? 
 
Robert Oslowski - Why does the city of Brighton spend so much time and resources catering to two 
incessant complainers? 
 
Mayor Bandkau read the following Citizen Inquiries:  Susan Walters-Steinacker -   please state verbally 
how many letters where sent to the Bonners to fix their homes over the past 20 years. 
   
CITIZENS INQUIRY RESPONSES 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated in regards to inquiry regarding the repair of the homes at 116 and 122 
East North Street, he would have to defer to the City Attorney as this currently pending litigation. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated in regards to the inquiry regarding how many letters had been sent to 
the Bonners to fix their homes, is also currently pending litigation. 
 
City Attorney, Paul Burns stated he could answer those questions in Closed Session, as they are part of 
open litigation. 
 
Councilmember Cooper stated based on the citizens rights, we give them an opportunity to their voice 
opinion.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Schillinger to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended.  Move to Consent Agenda from Action Agenda item #13, Northridge Ponds site plan extension.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The following item was approved: 
 
1.   Reappointed Lisa Nelson and Nick Palizzi to the Principal Shopping District Board. 
 
2.  Reappointed Paul Serefine to the Officers’ Compensation Commission. 
 
3.  Approved the Agreement for Collection of Livingston Education for their operating property taxes on  
     the City’s Summer 2011 Property Tax bills. 
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4.  Conditionally approved a 1-year extension for Northridge Ponds site plan, which was originally  
     approved on November 3, 2005. Sheets 1-12, L1, L2, L3, Job Number 50841, dated 1-20-09 prepared  
     by Desine, Inc. and sheets A1 & A6, Job Number 0264J, dated 6-29-05 prepared by Lindhout Assoc.  
     and sheets 1-4 prepared by Coponen Architects Inc. 
 
    1. That all conditions of the previous approvals remain in effect. 
    2. That the developer seek a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals for the construction of units  
        that have a height over 30 feet. 
   
It was moved by Councilmember Schillinger, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Action Agenda as 
amended.  Move from Action Agenda to Consent Agenda item #13, Northridge Ponds site plan extension.  
Delete item #19, Written Attorney-Client Privilege Closed Session.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
FIFTH THIRD BANK SITE PLAN 
 
Acting Community Development/Planning Director, Amy Cyphert briefed the Council on the proposed 
Fifth Third Bank site plan. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Bohn, seconded by Schillinger to conditionally approved the site plan 
for Fifth Third Bank at 300 W. North Street #11-003 as depicted on plans prepared by Boss Engineering, 
job no. 06248, sheets 1-8, last dated 2-11-11 and plans prepared by A3C, project no. 10047, sheets A3.11 
& A3.41, last dated 2-10-11 subject to the following: 
 
1. That all signage comply with applicable Ordinances or variances obtained. 
2. That City Council grant a variance from the transparency requirement due to the “special architectural  
    features” of the façade. 
3. That right of way permits be obtained from the Department of Public Services for work within the right  
    of way. 
4. The applicant re-paint the existing dumpster gates and the existing dumpster enclosure on the site. 
5. That an additional tree is added to one of the parking lot islands as required by the ordinance. 
 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FY 11-12 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated the City Employee Suggestion process has become a large part of 
recommendations for the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 City Budget.  He apologized to the Clerical Collective 
Bargaining Unit and Mr. Vilenti for saying in his report to City Council, there was a perception with the 
Clerical Unit he had been non-responsive and that part of the report was written not to be negative 
towards the Unit.  He stated he has always had a healthy respect for the Collective Bargaining Units and 
process due to his father being a Teamsters Union Member for 33 years. 
 
 
 



City Council  
March 17, 2011 
Page 4 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Cooper to direct Staff to prepare a proposed 
budget public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect the Rubbish Fee to the 
Maximum.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Roblee, 
Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to direct Staff to prepare a proposed budget 
public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting which subtracts the $357,712 of potential 
savings though Collective Bargaining negotiations.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, 
Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly.  No:  Roblee.  Motion passed 6-1. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Cooper to adopt at a future meeting and formally 
designate annual ongoing cost savings and/or increased revenues from the employees suggestions process 
including those which result from actions that Manager Foster has already announced to City Council for 
the reduction of any potential total payroll cost reductions that City Council’s eventually adopted budget 
determines necessary and subject to outcomes of any pending Collective Bargaining negotiations.  A roll 
call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Pipoly to direct Staff to prepare a proposed 
budget public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect OPEB remain at FY 10/11 
Funding Level General Fund at $50,000.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, 
Bandkau, Muzzin, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  Cooper, Roblee.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to direct Staff to prepare a proposed budget 
public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect a decrease in OPEB contribution by 
50% (Utilities Fund).  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly.  No:  
Cooper, Roblee.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to direct Staff to prepare a proposed budget 
public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect decrease SELCRA by 50%.  A roll 
call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly.  No:  Cooper, Roblee.  Motion 
passed 5-2. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Pipoly to direct Staff to prepare a proposed 
budget public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect Shifting Personnel Costs to 
Utilities Fund.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly.  No:  none.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Pipoly to direct Staff to prepare a proposed 
budget public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect to postpone Backfilling the 
Dispatch Clerk Position.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly, 
Cooper, Roblee.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
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It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Pipoly to direct Staff to prepare a proposed 
budget public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect to postpone Backfilling the  
Wastewater Position.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly, 
Cooper, Roblee.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to direct Staff to prepare a proposed budget 
public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect to change Council meetings to one 
per month.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes: Cooper, Roblee.   No: Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, 
Pipoly.  Motion failed 5-2. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to direct Staff to prepare a proposed budget 
public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect reducing Council Pay by 25%.  A 
roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Cooper, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  Schillinger.  
Motion passed 6-1. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to direct Staff to direct Staff to investigate 
allocating a certain percentage of the Utility Rate to Fund Depreciation and come back with a report at a 
later date.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly, Cooper, 
Roblee.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Roblee to direct Staff to prepare a proposed 
budget public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect elimination of Car 
Allowances.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Roblee.  No:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly, 
Cooper.  Motion failed 1-6. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Pipoly to direct Staff to prepare a proposed 
budget public hearing notice for the 05/05/11 City Council meeting to reflect discontinuation of Leaf 
Vacuuming.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Cooper, Bandkau, Muzzin, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  
Schillinger, Bohn.  Motion passed 5-2. 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Muzzin to direct Staff to determine a cost savings 
to prevent snow removal call-out unless it is a safety or specific need.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  
Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Pipoly, Cooper, Roblee.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Bohn, seconded by Muzzin to direct Staff to obtain the dollar amount of 
all sidewalk snow removal.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin.  No:  Roblee, Pipoly.  
Motion passed 5-2. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Bohn to direct staff to develop a Proposed Budget 
Public Hearing Notice for City Council to review and approve at the April 7th City Council meeting.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
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CIP FUNDING CITIZENS ADVIOSRY TASK FORCE 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster briefed the City Council on the next steps pursuant to the CIP Funding 
Citizens Advisory Task Force Report, which would include informational meetings to inform City 
Taxpayers and Voters about the Critical Capital Improvements needs, recommendations and ability to pay 
for Capital Improvements that have been identified by the Citizens’ Task Force. 
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Acting Community Development/Planning Director, Amy Cyphert thanked Jim Rowell for all of his help 
in providing assistance to the Magna Company and City Staff as a result of  the recent Magna Fire in 
Howell.   
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated the Brighton Area Fire Authority attended the Magna fire in Howell and 
during his day job, got a call to fill the emergency vehicles with fuel. 
 
Councilmember Cooper thanked the Police Chief for the report, page 127 re: thanks to the Police.  He 
gave a Zoning Board of Appeals update stating they approved the tenant above Portraits By Alex as a 
single-family residence.  He gave a SELCRA update stating they are planning for the annual golf outing. 
 
Councilmember Roblee stated she gave the Envision Brighton report to the DDA, in which they are 
looking to add to their current vision and incorporate into theirs. 
 
Mayor Bandkau stated the City of Brighton has been named Tree City USA for the 9th year in a row.  She 
stated she had the privilege of speaking at the POW/MIA flag dedication, in which Councilmembers 
Cooper and Bohn also attended and the City received a plaque from Rolling Thunder. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 10:05 p.m.  The following comments were heard: 
 
Joe Valenti stated in regards to Mr. Foster’s apology, he did not feel that he or the Teamsters were being 
insulted. The problem was that we have been trying to negotiate with the City for the past two years with 
Clerical.  I want everybody to know on this Council that we are reasonable.  We just feel that everything 
is being asked for all at once.   
 
Nancy Stamp asked for a confirmation regarding the leaves?   
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated the motion was to put it on the Budget public notice that will be discussed 
at the April 7th Council meeting to eliminate the vacuuming of the leaves, not the bags.   
 
Nancy Stamp asked if is there a new fee for garbage per household?   
 
Councilmember Cooper stated that too would be discussed at the April 7th Council meeting. 
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Nancy Stamp stated a splash park is not for a public entity.  The screen colors on the Council chamber 
screen need to be changed to be readable, as there is no contrast.  Businesses that receive City snow 
removal should be paying for it.  The number one interest to move into a city has always been the school 
quality.   
  
Hearing no further comment, Mayor Bandkau closed the Call to the Public at 10:16 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Muzzin to adjourn the meeting at 10:16 p.m.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________        ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                 Ricci Bandkau, Mayor  


