
CITY OF BRIGHTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL                        
December 15, 2011                               

           
Regular Blue Sky - 7:00 pm:  Review of Agenda Items for this evening’s meeting         

 
REGULAR SESSION - 7:30 P.M.          
                           
1. Call to order                                                                          
2. Pledge of Allegiance                                       
3. Roll Call          
          
4. Approval of minutes:  Regular Meeting and Closed Sessions of December 1, 2011, Closed Session of November 17th  
         
5.   Mayor’s Reading of Citizen Inquiries received since the last City Council Meeting    
        
6. Consider approval of the Agenda 
 
7.   Call to the Public 

Consent Agenda 
 
8. Consider approval of staff’s recommended budget amendment and for an emergency replacement of an ATV used by DPS 

for sidewalk snow removal and other DPS operations as a result of soliciting competitive price quotes from ATV 
equipment suppliers 

 
9. Consider reappointment of Council Member Pipoly as the Council Liaison Member to the Cable TV Advisory  

Commission 
 

10. Consider authorization of staff to proceed with possible preapplication and/or applications for State of Michigan low-
interest loan financing of a Mill Pond Dredging and cleanup project pursuant to staff’s communications with State 
Representative Rogers and DEQ staff in recent months.  

 
11.  Consider approval of a request from Brighton Area Schools for collection of their 2012 summer property tax levy as  
       recommended by staff 
 
12. Consider authorizing the Mayor to sign and send a letter to our State Representative and State Senator to ask for their  

assistance with a reopening of communications from MDOT to the County Road Commission and the City regarding the  
need for I-96 & Grand River interchange improvements  

 
Policy Development & Customer Communications’ action item 

      
13. Receive a presentation from the Downtown Parking Study consultant regarding the results of the recently  
       conducted Downtown Parking Study Update as commissioned by the DDA Board and consider motions for any related  
       followup actions for city staff to pursue 
 
14. Receive informational presentation from DTE representatives regarding DTE’s installation of “smartmeters”    

 
15. Veterans Memorial Improvement Project report from Council Member Bandkau and related requested actions: 

 
a. To consider approval of a modification to the Concept Plan that received preliminary approval by the City Council 
regarding the U.S. Flag as requested by one or more of the area Veterans’ organizations to Council Member Bandkau 
 
b. To authorize the establishment of a separate Veterans Memorial Improvement Project Fund to serve as a collection 
point for donations to the project that will be separate from the General Fund and all other City Funds but that will be 
administered by City Staff as a fiduciary agent. 

 
16. Receive preliminary report from the City Manager regarding staff work to date pursuant to the City Council-established  

             goal regarding the Development of Volunteer programs for City Service Delivery (Adopted Goal Category #8)  
 



 
Other Business 

     17.   Information for City Customers           
 
     18.   Receive updates from Council Member Liaisons to other Boards and Commission  
      

19.  Call to the Public 
 
20. Conduct Closed session at the request of the City Attorney to receive an attorney-client privileged opinion from the City’s 

Bond Counsel. 
 

21. Conduct Closed session at the request of the City Attorney regarding pending litigation for Brighton Commercial v. City of 
Brighton MTT.  

 
22. Consider action as may be recommended by the City Attorney regarding the Brighton Commercial v. City of Brighton 

MTT litigation 
       
     23.   Adjournment 



    
   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON  
HELD ON DECEMBER 1, 2011 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 

BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, 
Councilmembers Schillinger, Bandkau, Bohn, Pipoly and Roblee.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Muzzin called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called, there being present were Mayor Muzzin, Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, Councilmembers Schillinger, Bandkau, 
Pipoly, Roblee and Bohn.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns and Brad Maynes, Special Legal Counsel 
Dennis Gabrian and Staff members Dana Foster, Jennifer Burke, Diana Lowe, Amy Cyphert, Matt Schindewolf, 
Tom Wightman, Kelly Hanna, Matt Modrack and an audience of 7.  Press and Media included Tom Tolen from 
WHMI and Nicole Krawcke from The Patch. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Roblee, seconded by Bandkau to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of November 17, 2011 as 
corrected.  City Customer Information, third paragraph should read:  Mr. David Somerville, Commander of VFW 
Post 4357 and Mr. Ken Frasheski, Commander of American Legion Post 235.  Abstain:  Pipoly.  Motion passed 
6-0-1. 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Pipoly to table the Closed Session Meeting minutes of 
November 7, 2011.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Pipoly, seconded by Bandkau to approve the Biennial Election Meeting minutes 
of November 14, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
None. 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Schillinger, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Agenda as amended.  Delete 
item #12, PSD Extension, item #14, SELCRA Bylaws and item #19, Code Enforcement Closed Session.  Move 
from Action Agenda to Consent Agenda item #13, Worksession dates.  Add item #19a, Attorney/ client privileged 
written communications Closed Session; item #19b, Special Meeting; item #19c, SELCRA Articles; #19d, 
Pending Litigation Closed Session; item #19e, Pending Collective Bargaining Closed Session and item #19f, 
Action on Pending Collective Bargaining.  Motion passed 7-0. 
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EAGLE SCOUT PROCLAMATION 
 
Mayor Muzzin read and presented an Eagle Scout Proclamation to Oliver Nelsen. 
 
Oliver Nelsen stated his Eagle Scout project was at Howell Conference and Nature Center where he added a steel 
lid to the top of the donation receptacle, added a road gate, added a locking farm gate and landscaping. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin opened the Call to the Public at 7:41 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Pipoly, seconded by Schillinger to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  
Move to Consent Agenda from Action Agenda item #13, City Council Worksession dates.  Motion passed 7-0.   
 
The following items were approved on the Consent Agenda 
 
1.  Accepted the proposal from ADP to provide the City payroll, HR and Flexible spending account services  
     effective 1/1/2012. 
 
2.  Accepted the proposal from BS&A Software for a Financial Management Solution package and an upgrade to  
     the BS&A Tax, Assessing, Building and Dog License Program. 
 
3. Appointed the following Councilmembers to the following Boards and Commissions:  SELCRA – Cooper,  
    SEMCOG – Cooper, City Council Budget & Finance Subcommittee - Bohn & Cooper, Livingston Regional  
    Subcommittee - Cooper & Bandkau, Planning Commission – Schillinger, Zoning Board of Appeals – Cooper,  
    Traffic Safety Advisory Board – Bohn, DDA – Muzzin & Pipoly, City/Township Advisory Committee –  
    Muzzin, Brighton Area Fire Board - Muzzin & Schillinger, EDC of Brighton – Roblee, Arts & Culture  
    Advisory Commission – Roblee, PSD Board – Roblee, DDA Citizen Advisory Council – Roblee,  
    Environmental Control Facility Operation Board – Muzzin, Brownfield Redevelopment Authority – Muzzin  
    and Veteran’s Memorial – Bandkau. 
 
4.  Established January 26, 2012 and February 23, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. for the worksessions relating to Council  
     adopted goals. 
 
BENCHMARKING CONSORTIUM PROJECT 
  
City Manager, Dana Foster updated the City Council on the benchmarking consortium project that the City of 
Brighton has been participating in and stated the data should be available for the upcoming budget process. 
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CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Department of Public Services Director, Matt Schindewolf stated the unlimited leaf collection process has ended 
and leaves were vacuumed today.  Christmas tree pick up will occur in January and 8,000-yard waste bags were 
given out this year. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated he will be conducting four Focus Group meetings regarding the Public 
Improvement needs input, which may lead up to a City Council decision on a proposed bond issue in 2012 and he 
will be sending out letters for this focus group.   
 
Councilmember Roblee stated there would be an Informational meeting on December 8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Brighton Community Center regarding the Millpond Master Plan. 
 
Councilmember Pipoly discussed his reappointment to the DDA board. 
  
Mayor Muzzin stated the Holiday Glow had a fantastic turnout and he presented Santa with a key to the City.  He 
stated Elias Realty will be having an upcoming fundraiser.    
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Muzzin gave a Call to the Public at 8:10 p.m.  Hearing none the Call to the Public was closed.    
 
WRITTEN ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE OPINION LETTERS 
  
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Bandkau to go into Closed Session to discuss attorney/ 
client privileged written communication pursuant to MCL 15.268(h).  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  
Schillinger, Bohn, Cooper, Muzzin, Bandkau, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 8:14 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Session at 8:48 p.m. 
 
SPECIAL MEETING DATE 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bohn, seconded by Pipoly that the City Council set a Special Meeting of the 
City Council and the Brighton Arts and Culture Commission for December 8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. for the 
conceptual Plan for the Millpond, with no end time at the Brighton Community Center.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
SELCRA BY-LAWS 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Roblee to approve the amended SELCRA By-Laws as 
presented by the City Attorney’s office.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 



City Council  
December 1, 2011 
Page 4 
 
PENDING LITIGATION CLOSED SESSION 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to go into Closed Session to Closed Session 
regarding pending litigation, pursuant to MCL 15.268(e) at 8:52 p.m.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  
Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Muzzin, Bandkau, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 8:52 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Session at 9:10 p.m. 
 
PENDING COLLECTIVE BARGAINING NEGOTIATIONS CLOSED SESSION  
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to go into Closed Session to receive written 
Attorney/Client privilege information from the City Labor Attorney pursuant to MCL 15.268(c).  A roll call vote 
was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Muzzin, Bandkau, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 9:13 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Session at 9:22 p.m. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Bandkau, seconded by Cooper to approve the DPS Collective Bargaining 
Agreement as recommended by the City’s Labor Attorney.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Pipoly, seconded by Cooper to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 p.m.  Motion passed 
7-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________        ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                 Jim Muzzin, Mayor 



POLICY REPORT NO.  DPS –14-11 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

 
 
 
Prepared by:      Reviewed by: 
 
_________________________    ________________________ 
Matthew J. Schindewolf     Dana W. Foster 
Public Service Director     City Manager 
 
 
ISSUE:  To consider approval of staff’s recommended budget amendment and for an emergency 
replacement of an ATV (All Terrain Vehicle with Plow) used by DPS staff for sidewalk snow removal 
and other DPS operations as a result of soliciting competitive price quotes from area ATV equipment 
suppliers 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   To approve the purchase of a Polaris XP 850 ATV with Front Blade and 
winter accessories at a cost of $10,663.43 from Kensington Motor Sports pursuant to Government Pricing as 
allowed.  The other unit from C&C Sports, while priced $120.50 less than the unit from Kensington Motor 
Sports, does not have a factory warranty and is a demonstration unit, hence the recommendation for the purchase 
of the unit from Kensington, which would have the full factory warranty and is not a demonstration unit. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Department of Public Services is responsible for sidewalk snow removal services for 
the area as shown on the map attached to this report.  Three specialized pieces of equipment are used: 
 
Bombardier Vehicle:  Is used for all of Grand River and a substantial portion of the main sidewalks in the 
downtown area proper.   
 
ATV with Plow Blade: Is used for areas of the downtown that the Bombardier cannot maneuver or fit into or 
around, and also is used for clearing the Tridge/Boardwalk, due to the lesser weight of the vehicle and the ease 
of mobility. 
 
John Deere ATV/Dump Box:  Is used for salting of the sidewalks with the spreader system that is carried on the 
unit to provide for extra safety and melting of accumulated snow and ice on sidewalk network.   
 
Specifically, the ATV unit with Plow Blade is used for many different aspects of snow control in the downtown 
area, and is also used during downtown snow cleanup efforts.  Without that unit to supplement the work of the 
Bombardier, areas of sidewalk and the Tridge/Boardwalk could not be effectively or timely cleared of 
accumulating snow during the winter season.  Its smaller size and maneuverability, in combination with the other 
equipment as listed above, is crucial to the department’s performance of this winter season work.   
 
The existing unit has exceeded its useful life due to the heavy work required of it, and failed due to electrical 
short and transmission/clutch damage when mobilized for the first snow of this winter season.  Mechanics at 
Kensington Motor Sports have advised that repair of this unit is not recommended due to age and wear, and 
monies put forth to make repairs would not ensure that the unit would be able to perform the work required of it 
during snow events.  It should be noted that this unit is a 2003 model, and has seen seven years of severe use. 
 
Though its primary purpose is for winter season snow removal, this replacement unit (ATV with Front Blade) is 
also used for summer season smoothing of Karl Griemel walkway when necessary, and for other tasks that 
involve the need for transport of one person and or work that is suited to the vehicle’s design and capabilities, 
such as dragging of heavy limbs from fallen trees after storm events or in general cleanup efforts at various city 
properties.  Additionally, this unit allows for staff to work in some of the remote, field or wooded areas that are 
not able to be reached by the trucks, and would be otherwise damaged if a backhoe and or loader were used to 
gain access when work is required. 
 
It should be noted that this unit is subjected to severe duty use, and has a much more limited life expectancy than 
the typical ATV that is used for recreational or home use. 
 



BUDGET IMPACT:  This purchase would require a budget amendment to allow for the emergency 
replacement of the existing, failed ATV that has been in service since 2003. 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO GOALS:   Maintain a walkable and safe sidewalk system during cold weather season for 
achieving the goal of vibrant and healthy downtown shopping district, and to maintain a walkable pathway on 
the Tridge/Boardwalk for winter time leisure. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION:  To approve the budget amendment and subsequent purchase of the recommended ATV 
unit for the DPS for its primary purpose of winter season snow removal work. 
 
 
Attachments:  Two price quotes and map of sidewalk snow removal area that the City of Brighton DPS is 
responsible for. 









FINANCE POLICY REPORT 
 

Consider a Request from the Brighton Area Schools to Collect their Operating 
Property Taxes (non-principal residence) on the City’s Summer 2012 Tax Bills 

 
December 15, 2011 

 
Prepared by:       Reviewed by: 
 
 
                                       _________                          
Kelly Hanna       Dana William Foster 
Finance Director      City Manager 
 
ISSUE: 
Consider a Request from the Brighton Area Schools to collect their operating 
property taxes on the City’s Summer 2012 Tax Bills. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
It is staff’s recommendation to approve the attached request from the Brighton 
Area Schools (BAS) to collect their (non-principal residence) operating property 
taxes on the City’s Summer 2012 Tax Bills, per the terms and conditions of the 
attached contractual agreement between the City and Schools. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
State law allows for the City to charge a fee for the collection of school taxes in 
the summer to recoup the treasury and assessing costs associated with 
providing this service. It has been determined and agreed to that $3.00 per 
parcel is an acceptable fee for this service 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
Of the approximate 4,200 taxable parcels, there are approximately 1,775 non-
principal residence parcels (real & personal) in the City, which at $3.00 per parcel 
will generate $5,325 of revenue for the City’s General Fund in FY 2012-13, which 
will be reflected in the proposed FY 2012-13. 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO GOALS: 
Related to the City’s Previous Goal of Responding to Formal Service Requests 
through Regional Cooperation. 
 
ACTION/MOTION: 
Motion to approve the attached Agreement for Collection of Summer School 
Property Taxes.  
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