
    
   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON 
HELD ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2013 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 
 
 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted an early Blue Sky Session at 6:30 p.m.  Present were Mayor Muzzin, Councilmembers 
Bohn, Bandkau, Roblee, Cooper, Schillinger and Pipoly.  The Council reviewed the proposed Stormwater and 
Sanitary Sewer Asset Management Grant Program and agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Muzzin called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called. Present were Mayor Muzzin, Councilmembers Bandkau, Pipoly, Schillinger, Cooper, Roblee and Bohn.  
Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns and Brad Maynes, Engineer Gary Markstrom, Staff members Dana 
Foster, Dave Blackmar, Tim Krugh, Colleen Barton, Diana Lowe and Tom Wightman and an audience of 6.  
Press and Media included Jim Totten of Livingston Daily Press & Argus and Tom Tolen from WHMI.   
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Bandkau to approve the agenda as amended.  Add to item 
#17, Regarding Pending MTT Litigation.  Add item 10a, Civic Event application for the Veterans Memorial 
Improvement Project Dedication and item #17a, Closed Session Action.  Delete item #8, SELCRA Appointment.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of 
September 5, 2013 as corrected.  Page 4, Funding For Senior Citizen Program, second paragraph, should read:  
Nikki Greathouse not Greenhouse.  Councilmember Schillinger abstained.   Motion passed 6-0-1.  
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
Mayor Muzzin read a Citizen’s Inquiry from Susan Walters-Steinacker:  What is the loss in city taxes with the 
removal of the Barton homes? What was the cost to remove?  What is the loss in city taxes with the removal of 
the chamber house? What was the cost to remove?  What is the loss in city taxes with the removal of the Johnson 
building? What was the cost to remove?  What was the total dollar loss in the sale of the Mexican Jones building? 
  
Mayor Muzzin stated there has been no loss regarding the removal of the Barton homes.  There has been a loss of 
$1,000 for the former Chamber of Commerce house, which property has been sold to Excelda Corporation and 
has significant redevelopment value.  There has been a loss of $4,000 from the removal of the Johnson building, 
in which the cost of demolition was $40,000 and has significant redevelopment potential.  There has been no loss 
in the sale of the Mexican Jones building. 
 
Pat Cole:  In the future, will City Council be voting on anything during the Blue Sky portion of Council meetings? 
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City Attorney, Paul Burns stated City Council can undertake votes at the Blue Sky session, as it is their 
prerogative. 
 
Mayor Muzzin stated the previous City Council did not vote to not vote, they voted to have a Blue Sky Session 
that was not televised.    
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin opened the Call to the Public at 7:40 p.m.   
 
Pat Cole, Brighton City, Is City Council going to take votes in Blue Sky Session? 
 
Mayor Muzzin stated to the best of my knowledge, this City Council has not voted in Blue Sky. 
 
Hearing no further comment, the Call to the Public was closed at 8:45 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Roblee to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Motion passed 7-0.   
 
The following item was approved:   
 
1.  Approved Resolution 13-20, Liquor License transfer for 440 W. Main restaurant. 
 
2.  Approved Resolution 13-21, Reschedule the Biennial City Council Election meeting to Tuesday, November  
     12, 2013. 
 
3.  Approved a Civic Event application for the Veterans Memorial Improvement Project Dedication. 
 
MILL POND DREDGING AND CLEANUP SEDIMENTATION TESTING ANALYSIS 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster gave a slide presentation on the Mill Pond dredging and cleanup.  He stated materials 
in the samplings taken by the City Engineer were contaminated and would have to be landfilled.  He stated the 
true estimate for disposal for the dredged material is much higher than Staff’s original estimate.  He stated 
dredging is what is needed because it is the large amount of sedimentation build-up on the bottom of the Mill 
Pond that is in turn causing all of the vegetation growth & algae.  He discussed hauling and landfill disposal 
related costs and a possible annual harvesting of the vegetation and algae of the Mill Pond.   
 
Mayor Muzzin stated the DDA’s recommendation was to continue weed control, harvest the weeds, add aerators, 
put the dredging as a future potential and pursue help from the State or Federal government for grants.  He also 
stated the water is safe. 
 
Engineer Gary Markstrom stated the Mill Pond water comes from Woodland Lake and goes into Brighton Lake 
and is below the state contact levels and is safe.   
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It was moved by Mayor Muzzin, seconded by Bandkau to direct staff to prepare an RFP for possible harvesting of 
the weeds in the Mill Pond for this fall.  Motion passed 7-0. 
  
HEADLEE MILLAGE LID OVERRIDE ELECTION BALLOT PROPOSALS 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed the Headlee Millage Lid override Election ballot proposals, the use of 
revenue stream over a 10-year period, Project estimates and getting as many done in the first few years as 
possible.    
 
It was moved by Councilmember Pipoly, seconded by Bohn to approve the list of streets and sidewalks dated 
September 3, 2013 to present to the residents.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
CITY MANAGER EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Cooper to approve the updated City Manager Employment 
Agreement dated September 19, 2013, contingent upon the City Manager accepting the agreement.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster thanked the City Council and the subcommittee for the updated agreement and the 
time put into it.   
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated there was a very successful Imagination Station Volunteer resealing done by a 
group of about 40 volunteers last weekend.  He stated the DDA Sculpture Garden at the former Cobb Hall site and 
the Veteran’s Memorial is underway. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper thanked the DPS for their help with a sewage repair.  He gave a SELCRA update.  He 
discussed the Brighton Area Schools improvements.  He gave a ZBA update.   
 
Councilmember Bandkau stated 270 pavers have been purchased for the Veteran’s Memorial Improvement 
project.  She stated the dedication will be November 9, 2013 between 12:30 and 2:00.  She briefed the Council on 
the MML Convention she attended in Detroit yesterday.   
 
Councilmember Roblee discussed the Sculpture Garden.  She stated the Brighton Arts and Culture Commission is 
partnering with the Livingston County Visitors Bureau for tours of art located in the City of Brighton starting next 
spring. This Saturday evening is the Farm to Table Dinner at the Brighton Area Chamber of Commerce.  Proceeds 
will go to grow our Farmers Market and Livingston County Hunger Council.  
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Brighton Area Fire Authority update.  He stated there was a good turnout for the 9/11 
Memorial Service.  He thanked Congressman Rogers and State Senator Hune for attending.  He gave a DDA 
update.   
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CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Muzzin gave a Call to the Public at 9:14 p.m.  The following comments were heard: 
 
Pat Cole, Brighton City, discussed Headlee Millage Lid Override Ballot Proposal 13-04 of replacing the existing 
residential rubbish collection fee and the history of the cost for this service.  How much will our trash removal 
cost in 10 years? 
 
Hearing no further comment, the Call to the Public was closed at 9:19 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Bohn stated property values may go up and tax revenue will follow.  The proposal reads there is 
a 10-year limit.  The amount levied would only be as much we need to pay for the refuse removal bill and it may 
go down for the resident.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper stated the Refuse Collection User Fee would be voted on annually, not for one year and 
would be reviewed annually.   
 
MTT LITIGATION CLOSED SESSION 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Pipoly, seconded by Cooper to go into Closed Session to discuss Michigan Tax 
Tribunal litigation.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Cooper, Muzzin, Bandkau, Roblee, 
Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 9:25 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Session at 9:42 p.m. 
 
CLOSED SESSION ACTION 
  
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Pipoly to implement the direction by the City Attorney as 
recommended in Closed Session regarding Citation Investments LLC vs. City of Brighton, Meijer Inc. vs. City of 
Brighton, regarding Fifth Third Bank vs. City of Brighton and Brighton Park Shopping Center vs. City of 
Brighton.  Motion passed 7-0. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Cooper, seconded by Bandkau to adjourn the meeting at 9:43 p.m.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
 
___________________________________    ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk         Jim Muzzin, Mayor 


