
    
   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON  
HELD ON MAY 5, 2011 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 

BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers 
Schillinger, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee and Pipoly.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Bandkau called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the roll was 
called, there being present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers Schillinger, Bohn, Muzzin, Roblee, Cooper 
and Pipoly.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns, Special Legal Counsel Dennis Gabrian and Staff 
members Dana Foster, Diana Lowe, Amy Cyphert, Matt Schindewolf, Tom Wightman and an audience of 5.  
Press and Media included Jim Totten, Livingston County Press & Argus; Tom Tolen, WHMI and John 
Branstetter, The Patch.  
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Cooper to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of April 
21, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 7:32p.m.   
 
The following comment were heard: 
 
Carl Argiroff, City of Brighton resident, expressed his opposition to having his water bill increased. 
 
Hearing no further comment, the Call to the Public was closed at 7:35 p.m. 
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
Patricia A. Cole, publicly explain why the transmission of the Brighton City Council Meetings on all Monday 
mornings and the City Council meetings on the first and third Thursday evenings is so poor.  She suggested to use 
the Cable Franchise fees to upgrade the equipment. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated the cable franchise fees are not for the broadcasting equipment.  The purpose of 
Cable Franchise fees are to reimburse the City of Brighton for operating in our right-of-ways.  In regards to the 
transmission of meetings, we have recently had to make some repairs to our broadcasting equipment. 
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AGENDA APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Muzzin to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.  Add 
item #10a, International Property Maintenance Code Board of Appeals and Construction Board of Appeals 
appointment.  Motion passed 7-0.  The following items were approved: 
 
1.  Approved the Quarterly Investment report. 
 
2.  Directed staff to Implement an Auto Attendant at City Hall and the Police Department for a trial period of 
     three months. 
 
3.  Appointed David McLane to the International Property Maintenance Code Board of Appeals and Construction  
     Board of Appeals. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to approve the Action Agenda as presented.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
PROPOSED BUDGE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed the 10% cut in Operating Line Item budgets for this current Fiscal Year plus 
another $130,000 of Line Item cuts next Fiscal Year.  He also discussed the SELCRA Budget Summary and 
possible modification of a 10% cut opposed to a 50% cut to the SELCRA contribution of the proposed budget. He 
stated this contribution would be budget neutral.  He discussed SELCRA Cost Allocations and to look into how 
their funds are allocated. 
 
Finance Director, Kelly LaLonde explained insurance premiums have come in lower than expected and their will 
be a savings.   
 
It was moved by Cooper, seconded by Schillinger to approve Resolution 11-06, Adopt the City of Brighton's 
Budget for FY 2011-12, including Exhibit A.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Bohn, Bandkau, 
Muzzin, Pipoly.  No:  Cooper, Roblee.  Motion passed 5-2. 
 
It was moved by Mayor Pro-Tem Bohn, seconded by Pipoly to direct Staff to draft a letter to go out with the next 
utility bill providing rational to our residents in terms of the refuse collection increase and have that back to 
Council for our review and potential approval at the next City Council meeting.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
CITY COUNCIL REGIONAL COOPERATION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster briefed the City Council regarding the proposed water softening with Green Oak 
Township and other options for shared services with Green Oak and Hamburg Township regarding wastewater 
treatment and combining the water customer base.  He discussed economic development cooperation with the 
four surrounding townships, City and Brighton Area Chamber of Commerce regarding SPARK Business 
Incubator. 
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Councilmember Cooper gave a report on recent intergovernmental communications regarding economic 
development, water utilities and sewer utilities. He discussed providing better-shared services at a competitive 
rate. 
 
Mayor Bandkau stated we are looking for direction on how to move on these proposed ideas. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Roblee that the Regional Cooperation Group continue to 
meet and bring back any news to City Council.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
SHARED SERVICES REPORT 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster gave a report on shared service opportunities with the City of Howell.  He stated there 
is an opportunity to share with the City of Howell the use of the fiber optics without using the County IT 
Department.  He briefed the Council on the possibility of working with the City of Howell regarding joint health 
care insurance savings.  He stated Code Enforcement is another joint possibility. 
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Police Chief, Tom Wightman stated the Annual Police Department Awards were held last night to honor 
employees and personnel and handed out many awards including Officer of the Year Award to Wes Gibbard. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated the City’s Annual Spring cleanup is this Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
with no hazardous waste being accepted.  He stated he plans to move forward on a meeting with the City Council 
Budget and Finance Subcommittee to meet with Bond Counsel to work on a phased in bond financing proposal 
for City voters to consider in 2012.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bohn thanked Chief Wightman for a job well done with the Annual Police Department awards 
and personnel. 
 
Department of Public Services Director, Matt Schindewolf stated the graffiti on the Oakridge sign has been 
removed and the stone will be sealed to make it easier to remove graffiti in the future.   
 
Councilmember Cooper stated the Farmer’s Market opens this weekend.  Happy Mothers Day to all of the 
mothers. 
 
Councilmember Roblee stated the Principle Shopping District has a shop local campaign on Saturday for 
Brighton. 
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated this Saturday is Fill the Gazebo Food Drive. 
 
Councilmember Schillinger stated the Sierra Club is cleaning up the Lady Bird Park north of the Holiday Inn and 
east of the former Circuit City building.  He stated the City of Brighton will have an Election for City Council 
members this November and the petition deadline is May 10, 2011 at 4:00 p.m.   
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City Manager, Dana Foster stated the Old Village Cemetery clean up is this Saturday. 
 
Mayor Bandkau thanked everyone at the Police Department. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 9:03 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was closed. 
 
PENDING COLLECTIVE BARGAINING LABOR NEGOTIATIONS CLOSED SESSION 
 
It was moved by Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to go into Closed Session to receive information regarding pending 
collective bargaining labor negotiations from the City Labor Attorney.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  
Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 9:10 p.m.  
 
The Council reconvened the Regular meeting at 10:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Muzzin to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________        ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                 Ricci Bandkau, Mayor  


