
CITY OF BRIGHTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY HALL                        
February 17, 2011                               

            
      Regular Blue Sky - 7:00 pm:  Review of Agenda Items for this evening’s meeting         

 
REGULAR SESSION - 7:30 P.M.        
           
1. Call to order                                                                          
2. Pledge of Allegiance                                       
3. Roll Call           
4. Approval of minutes:  Regular Meeting and closed sessions of February 3, 2011                                             
 
5.   Call to the Public 
 
6. Response to Citizen Inquiries to City Council received prior to this City Council Meeting  
         
7. Consider approval of the Agenda 
 

Consent Agenda 
 
      8.   Consider approval of a citizen’s request to add the P.O.W. and M.I.A. flags to the Mill Pond Park flagpoles 
 
 

Policy Development & Customer Communications’ action item 
 
      9. Conduct a public hearing for Citizen input on the City of Brighton Cemeteries’ Rules and Regulations 
 
          a. Mayor closes the regular Council meeting discussion and opens the public hearing to ask for public input/comment 
          b. Mayor closes the public hearing and resumes the City Council meeting discussion on received public inputs 
          c. Consider related direction to City staff including but not limited to: request for staff to prepare Amendments to the 
              existing City Cemeteries’ related rules & regulations, and or direction to staff to work on recommended operational 

       changes to bring back to City Council at the 03/3/11 City Council meeting or subsequent Council meetings. 
 
10.  Consider conditional site plan approval for “The Pound” restaurant located at 139 West Main as recommended  
       by the Planning Commission  
 
11.  Receive the City Manager’s Proposed Budget Presentation and related City Manager’s Proposed Two-Year  
       Budget Plan for the next Two Fiscal Years of 2011-2012 and 2012-2013  

 
Other Business 

 
     12.   Information for City Customers           
     13.   Receive updates from Council Member Liaisons to other Boards and Commissions       
     14.   Call to the Public 
 

15.   Conduct closed session regarding a written attorney-client privilege communication from the City Labor Attorney     
 
16.   Conduct closed session as requested by the City Attorney regarding pending litigation.  

           
     17.  Adjournment 
 



   
    

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON  
HELD ON FEBRUARY 3, 2011 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers 
Schillinger, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee, Cooper and Pipoly.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Bandkau called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
roll was called, there being present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers Schillinger, Bohn, Muzzin, 
Cooper, Roblee and Pipoly.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns, Special Legal Counsel Dennis 
Gabrian and Staff members Dana Foster, Diana Lowe, Jennifer Piasecki, Amy Cyphert, Matt 
Schindewolf, Kelly LaLonde, Tom Wightman and an audience of 6. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Muzzin to approve the Regular Meeting minutes 
of January 20, 2010 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Cooper to approve the Closed Session minutes of 
January 20, 2010 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 7:31p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was 
closed. 
 
CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
Mayor Bandkau read the following Citizen Inquiriy:  Patricia Cole asked why the Brighton City Council 
7:00 pm Blue Sky meetings are not televised, and minutes taken? 
  
AGENDA APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Pipoly to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended.  Add item #10a, 2011 Chamber of Commerce Civic Events.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The following item was approved: 
 
1.  Authorized the City Clerk to “opt in” to the following two documents:  Brighton Area Schools School  
     District Election Coordinating Committee Initial Report and Livingston Educational Service Agency  
     (LESA) Intermediate School District Election Coordination Committee Initial Report. 
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2.  Approved the Finance Director’s Quarterly Investments’ Report. 
 
3.  Approved a Consent Judgment for RDC Enterprises v City of Brighton Tax Tribunal. 
 
4.  Approved the Chamber of Commerce Civic Event Applications for 2011. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Schillinger to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
MEDICAL MARIHUANA SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Bandkau closed the Regular meeting at 7:36 p.m. and opened up the Public Hearing to extend the 
moratorium regarding Medical Marijuana-Related businesses contained in Section 22-341.  Hearing no 
comment the Public Hearing was closed.   
 
It was moved by Councilmember Schillinger, seconded by Bohn to adopt Ordinance 555, Extend the 
moratorium regarding Medical Marihuana related businesses contained in Section 22-341.  A roll call 
vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bohn, Bandkau, Muzzin, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Department of Public Services Director, Matt Schindewolf stated the 3rd Street Pump Station project is 
running smoothly.  The DPS will be hauling snow from the downtown area starting tonight to the end of 
Apian Way and City owned property.   
 
Mayor Bandkau applauded the efforts of the DPS for removing the snow from the recent snowstorm and 
she also thanked the Police Department. 
 
Councilmember Cooper thanked the Chief for Detective Patton’s work on the case that was recently 
solved for the State Police. 
 
Councilmember Schillinger stated he has been in five different communities in the past few days and 
none of them can hold a candle to what our DPS staff has done for our streets and sidewalks for snow 
removal. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 7:45 p.m.  Hearing no comment, the Call to the Public was 
closed.   
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WRITTEN ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE COMMUNICATION FROM LABOR 
ATTORNEY CLOSED SESSION 
 

             It was moved by Muzzin, seconded by Bohn to go into Closed Session to discuss written Attorney- Client 
privilege communication from the City Labor Attorney pursuant to MCL 15.268(c) at 7:46 p.m.  A roll 
call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bandkau, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 7:51 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Session at 9:46 p.m. 
 
WRITTEN ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE COMMUNICATION CLOSED SESSION 
 

             It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Bohn to go into Closed Session to discuss  
             written Attorney-Client privilege communication from the City Attorney.  A roll call vote was taken.  

Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, Bandkau, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 9:48 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Session at 9:58 p.m. 
   
ADJOURNMENT 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Bohn to adjourn the meeting at 9:59 p.m.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________        ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                 Ricci Bandkau, Mayor  

















          

FAIRVIEW, BRIGHTON HILLS AND OLD VILLAGE CEMETERY 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
Statement of Policy 
 

1. The Rules and Regulations for Fairview, Brighton Hills and Old Village Cemetery are reviewed 
and approved by the City of Brighton City Council, to serve as governance for the operations and 
maintenance functions of the City of Brighton owned Cemeteries. 

2. These Rules and Regulations have been developed in order to maintain the city owned 
cemeteries in a condition wherein individual solace and memory may be sought, and the 
memorial intent of those whom care for those interred can be accommodated to a greatest degree 
possible without unduly disturbing the peaceful and reverent intent of the City of Brighton 
Cemeteries. 

3. Per the direction of the City of Brighton City Council, these rules and regulations are deemed 
necessary for the upkeep of the city cemeteries, and are administered on a daily basis by the 
City’s Cemetery Sexton, under the general supervision and direction of the City of Brighton 
Department of Public Services Director. 

4. Cemetery patrons whom may have questions or concerns regarding the administration of these 
rules and regulations as promulgated can contact the City of Brighton Cemetery Sexton at 810-
225-8001, or the Department of Public Services Director at 810-225-8001. 

 
A.        Decoration of Lots 
  

Section 1 – Definition – Lot decorations shall be deemed to include all structures,  o rnaments, 
planting, or other embellishments, with the exception of monuments and markers or mausoleums 
which are p laced on cem etery lots  with th e in tention of improving th eir appearance.  Becaus e 
certain types of individual lo t decorations are not in harmony with the developm ent of the 
cemetery as  a whole or because th ey m ay intens ify m aintenance p roblems, the City enforces 
certain rules regarding the decoration of cemetery lots. 
  
Section 2 – Decoration of Lots in Upright Marker Sections.  The f ollowing rules shall be  
observed with reg ard to  the d ecoration of cem etery lots  in  the upr ight m arker sections of the  
cemeteries: 
  
(a) Fencing of any kind, steps, structures of wood or equally perishable ma terial are prohibited.  

Concrete or brick coping, edging, and curbs will be allowed provided they do not exceed the 
width of the stone or m arker and extend no m ore than two (2) feet out f rom the f ront of the 
stone or m arker.  Such area m ay be used fo r decoration of the gr avesites with la ndscape 
materials and/or plantings contained within such boundaries.  If such decoration becom es 
unsightly b y reason of  neglect or age, they  w ill b e rem oved without prior no tice by the 
Cemetery Sexton for Fairview and Brighton Hills Cemetery.  No flowers,  plantings or other 
decorations shall be allowed outside of th e boundaries as descri bed above without the 
express written permission of the Cemetery Sexton.  (See attached permission form). 

 
(b) No elevated m ounds shall be  built over graves a nd no lot shall be fi lled above the grade 

established by the City. 
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(c) Receptacles for cut flowers will be perm itted if installed flush with th e surface of the lawn.  
The use of glass jars or bottles as receptacles for cut flowers is  strictly prohibited.  Artificial 
flowers m ade from  silk or sim ilar m aterials will be perm itted only as long as  properly  
maintained and confined to recep tacles in tended for cut flowers.  Such flowers shall b e 
removed wi thout prior notice by the Ce metery Sexton for Fairv iew and Brighto n Hills 
Cemetery when they become unsightly by reason of neglect or age. 

 
(d) Winter Decorations may be maintained on graves until April 1st.  If such decorations 

are not removed by April 1st, they shall be considered abandoned and will be disposed 
of by the City Cemetery Sexton after review and approval by the City of Brighton’s 
Department of Public Services Director. 

 
(e) Urns shall be permitted only if properly installed and maintained next to a given 

headstone, (not to be placed in front or in back of subject headstone).  Any urns not in 
use by June 15th shall be turned over at the gravesite and left for recovery and proper 
planting and maintenance.  Any urns not recovered and planted/maintained throughout 
the remainder of the calendar year wherein it was turned over, shall be removed from 
the gravesite and disposed of the following year on June 15th. 

 
(f) Arches for hanging baskets or eternal lights are allowed provided:   

  
The arch is of an approved make acceptable to the Cemetery Sexton; 

  
The only item s acceptable for suspension from th e arch are eternal lighting fixtures or 
hanging baskets for plantings.  If such decorati on becomes unsightly by reason of neglect or 
age, they will be rem oved without prior notice by the Cem etery Sexton for Fairview and 
Brighton H ills Cem etery.  The  Cem etery Sexton sha ll rem ove ite ms other than thes e 
specified without prior notice; 

  
Urns shall not be suspended from the arch;  
 
The arch shall be installed by the headstone in such m anner as approved by the Cem etery 
Sexton and so as to not interfere with normal maintenance of the lot; 

  
Non-approved arches or non-approved decora tions suspended from  the arches shall be 
removed at the Cemetery Sexton’s discretion without prior notice. 
 

(g) Toys, stuffed or otherwise manufactured or sculptured animals, statues or statuettes, personal 
items and/or other unsigh tly objects that interfere with the maintenance of the lot, as per the 
discretion o f the Cem etery Sexton,  will not be perm itted as grave decora tions e xcept as  
permitted above in sub set (a), and shall b e removed without prio r no tice by the Ce metery 
Sexton for Fairview and Brighton Hills Cemetery. 

 
(h) Plantings s hall be perm itted only under supe rvision of the Cem etery Sexton, and after 

receiving w ritten perm ission ther efore, plantin gs placed o n a lot with out a pe rmit will be 
removed without notice. 

 
(i) The planting of hedges is strictly prohibited.  Existing hedges will be removed whenever they 

become unsightly or encroach upon an adjoining lot or path. 
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(j) The Cemetery Sexton a nd or cem etery maintenance personnel will remove all f lower, trees, 

and shrubs, which have become unsightly or dangerous. 
 

(k) Memorial Flag holders intended to honor service to the citizens of the United States of 
America shall be permitted to be sited at a gravesite, at either end of a headstone, or 
placed within the decorative border as described in subset (a) above.  Such flag holders 
may commemorate service in the military, military organizations, and service to the 
public at large, (Police Officers, Firefighters, etc.)  Such flags will be allowed to remain 
at a gravesite throughout the year, and shall be required to be maintained in good 
condition by any given organization or person that shall such place a flag in a given 
holder.   

 
Flag Holders for decorative flags shall be allowed to remain in place at either end of a  
headstone or within the decorative border throughout the year with or without a flag in  
place.   

 
(l) No deciduous tree or conifer shall be rem oved or pruned except under the direction and wit h 

the consent of the Cemetery Sexton. 
 

(m) Benches of granite m aterial shall be allowe d to be donated to Fairview and Brighto n Hills  
Cemetery f or plac ement by the C emetery Sexton in a reas which will p rovide f or silen t 
reverie and reflection.  Such benches shall be near uniform in appear ance and inscriptions 
shall have the prio r ap proval of  the Cem etery Sexton f or Fairview  and Brigh ton Hills  
Cemetery.  No form or type of advertising shall be allowed.  Benches provided by the City of 
Brighton for such silent reverie and reflection shall be regulated in like manner. 

  
Section 3 – Decoration of Lots in Flush Marker Section.  The following rules shall be observed with 
regard to the decoration of lots in the flush marker sections of the cemeteries. 
  

(a) No planting shall be made by anyone other than the cem etery employees on flush m arker 
sections.  Such planting  as may be installe d by cemetery employees will be lim ited to areas 
set aside for that purpose. 

 
(b) Cut flowers will be pe rmitted provided they are placed in approved re ceptacles, in stalled 

flush with the lawn surface. 
 

(c) Potted plants will be p ermitted to remain on lots f rom May 29 th until June 15 th.  If left  after 
this date, they will be removed without notice. 

 
(d) No other lot decoration of  any description will b e permitted on lots in f lush marker sections, 

save for shepherds hooks approved by the Cemetery  Sexton or provided for in Section 2(k)  
above. 

  
B. Location of Markers on a Lot.  Markers shall be placed  at the h ead of grave as platted.  In  the 

upright marker sections, only flush markers will be allowed at graves  located on lots in other than a 
platted grave space.  No marker shall be placed nearer than 4 inches to a lot line.  No more than one 
marker shall be placed at any on e grave.  No m arker shall embrace two or m ore graves except on a 
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two or three grave lot w here a doub le or three-g rave marker is perm itted.  No m arker shall be s et 
unless it is first approved by the City Clerk. 

 
C. Inscriptions on all Markers at the sa me end of a lot shall read from the sam e direction. Flush 

markers with raised letters shall be protected with a raised panel one-inch in width. 
 
D. Monument and Marker Foundation.  All m onuments and m arkers shall be on a foundation of a 

depth and size and of a m aterial deem ed adequate  by the City Clerk.  A ll foundations shall be  
installed by cemetery personnel.  Single lot largest marker size is 36”x 18”; double lot largest marker 
size is 72” x 18”. 

  
E. Installation of Monuments and Markers.  Those persons engaged in placing monum ents and 

markers shall provide planking adequate to prot ect turf  shall rem ove m aterials and equip ment 
immediately upon completion of work.  The site sha ll be left in a clean, or derly condition.  Markers 
and monuments will not be perm itted to be delive red to lots until a prop er order for a foundation 
installation has been placed with the City Clerk. 

  
F. Monuments and Markers for Cremains.  Grave m arkers in the crem ains section o f the cem etery 

shall be limited to flush markers only.  Largest foundation marker 8” x 16”. 
  
G.  Mausoleums. 
  

(a) Approval of Plans and Location.  Before work on any private m ausoleum is begun, the 
location an d com plete plans and  specifications  shall be approved by the City Clerk.  
Mausoleums m ay be  constructed on suitable site s in any section of a municipal cem etery 
except those sections designated as flush marker and single grave sections. 

 
(b) Endowment.  Before construction of a mausoleum, a sum of money equal to not less than 15 

percent of the estim ated cost of such a m ausoleum shall be deposited w ith the City.  Income 
from investments of this sum shall be used for perpetual maintenance of the mausoleum. 

 
(c) General Requirements.  Interments in cryp ts shall be m ade in herm etically sealed caskets.  

Duplicate keys for mausoleums shall be left in the care of the City Clerk. 
  
H.  Children’s section (babyland): Largest foundation size 10” x 20” – upright markers are allowed 
  
I.    Fairview Cemetery, Section 11 (annex): Flush Markers only 24” x 12” 
 
J. Cemetery Buyback.  As according to Resolution #96 -23, Ce metery Buyback Price Policy  

(Attachment 7) the City shall buy back the cem etery grave or $175.00 per grave.  If the grave was 
purchased within the last 90 days  this is  considered saleable for 75% of the fee paid whether it was  
the resident or non-resident price paid. 

 
K. Hold Policy.  Lots may be held for 90 days.  One lot must be purchased within the 90 days period to 

continue the Hold Policy. 
 
 

Revised and adopted April 15, 2010 
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SPECIAL CEMETERY PLANTING PERMIT 
 

I, ___________________________, Cemetery Sexton for the City of Brighton, do hereby grant 
permission for a special planting to ______________________________________  
address: ________________________________________________________________, 
phone number: _____________________,in the ________________________________ Cemetery, 
Section, _______, Lot______, Grave(s)____________. 
 
Type of plants/trees: _______________________________________________________ 
 
                                   ______________________________________________________ 
 
                                  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Sexton Signature: __________________________________     Date:  _______________      
                                                                                             
 
Please note:  Plantings shall be permitted only under supervision of the Sexton of cemeteries, and after 
receiving written permission therefore, plantings placed on a lot without a permit will be removed 
without notice. 
 
Plantings shall be maintained in good condition or shall be subject to removal at the discretion of the 
Sexton without prior notice. 

 



 
POLICY REPORT: SITE PLAN – THE POUND 

139 W. MAIN ST #11-001 
 

FEBRUARY 17, 2011 
 

Prepared by:  Reviewed by: 
   
Amy Cyphert  Dana Foster 
Acting Planning & Zoning 
Director 

 City Manager 

 
 

ISSUE: 
To consider granting conditional site plan approval for The Pound at 139 W. Main Street  
#11-001 as recommended by the Planning Commission. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff concurs with the Planning Commission’s recommendation. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
At its meeting of January 24, 2011, the Planning Commission reviewed and discussed a site plan 
for The Pound at 139 W. Main Street.  The applicant is proposing to make some exterior, interior 
and site changes to the existing building for the use as a restaurant.  The property is zoned DBD 
– Downtown Business District.  The site improvements include the addition of a dumpster, wood 
deck and sidewalk replacement. 
 
The Planning Commission recommended site plan approval with the following conditions: 
 

1. The applicants and City Staff finalize the Plan of Operations prior to City Council 
reviewing the site plan including amendments as recommended by Police Chief 
Wightman and Acting Planning/Zoning Director Cyphert. 

2. That the applicant provide City staff with a check for the cost of closing the curb cut 
so the City can set up an escrow account for curb closer that would be used during the 
streetscape project in Fall of 2011. 

3. Lighting details be reviewed during the building permit process. 
4. That all signage comply with applicable Ordinances or variances obtained. 
5. That City Council grant a variance from the transparency requirement due to the 

“special architectural features” of the façade. 
6. The use of wood is reviewed and approved by City Council, if deemed to enhance the 

building. 
7. That right of way permits be obtained from the Department of Public Services for 

work within the right of way. 
8. That any damages done to the existing sidewalk be repaired to current condition or 

DDA standards as noted on the plans. 



9. The items raised in the City Engineer’s letter are addressed. 
 
As noted above in condition #1, Planning Commission required the applicant work with City 
Staff to finalize the Plan of Operations prior to City Council reviewing the site plan.  The 
applicant has worked with Police Chief Wightman and Acting Planning/Zoning Director Cyphert 
to finalize the Plan of Operation.  The Plan is attached to this report. 

 
For a more detailed review of the site plans, please refer to the attached Planning Report. 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: N/A 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO 2010/2011 GOALS: N/A 
 
COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
Motion by  _____________________ to recommend conditional site plan approval for The 
Pound at 139 W. Main  #11-001 as depicted on plans prepared by Lindhout Associates, sheets 
C1 and A1, project no. 1081, last dated 1-18-11 and plan prepared by Advanced Companies, 
sheet A1, dwg file #908-10, last dated 11-12-10 subject to the following: 
 

1. That the Plan of Operation is approved. 
2. That the applicant provide City staff with a check for the cost of closing the curb cut so 

the City can set up an escrow account for curb closer that would be used during the 
streetscape project in Fall of 2011. 

3. Lighting details be reviewed during the building permit process. 
4. That all signage comply with applicable Ordinances or variances obtained. 
5. That City Council grant a variance from the transparency requirement due to the “special 

architectural features” of the façade. 
6. The use of wood is reviewed and approved by City Council, if deemed to enhance the 

building. 
7. That right of way permits be obtained from the Department of Public Services for work 

within the right of way. 
8. That any damages done to the existing sidewalk be repaired to current condition or DDA 

standards as noted on the plans. 
9. The items raised in the City Engineer’s letter are addressed. 

 
and supported by ____________________.   
 

 
Attachments: 

1. Plan of Operation 
2. Planning Commission Report 
3. DRAFT Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
4. Site Plan 
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The Pound!   

Operation Plan for Rooftop Patio 

 
As owners and operators of the 139 Main LLC, doing business as The Pound Bar & Grill located 
at 139 Main Street we are very excited to bring to downtown Brighton their first rooftop patio. In 
doing so we will be providing outdoor service on the roof top patio in the way of food and 
beverages. The roof top area shall be operated in accordance with this plan of operation which 
is being prepared in cooperation with the City of Brighton. Our objective in developing this Plan 
of Operations is to have a “rule book” that we will follow in the spirit of creating a positive 
environment for our patrons, our employees, our business and the residents of the community 
as well as adhering to all codes of the MLCC and the laws of the state of Michigan. It is our 
objective to work with the City of Brighton and the Chief of Police to formulate this document into  
what we will all view as a win-win operation plan. 
 
 
 
Hours of Operation 

 Sunday: Open at 12:00p.m. service to cease at 9:30p.m. and area will be vacated by 

10:00p.m. 

 Monday – Wednesday: Open at 11:00a.m. service to cease by 11:30p.m. and area to be 

vacated by 12:00a.m. 

 Thursday – Saturday: Open at 11:00a.m. service to cease by 12:30a.m. and area to be 

vacated by 1:00a.m. 

 

Seating Capacity  

 The roof top area of operation will be limited to the space on the plans as approved by the 

City of Brighton and in accordance with any capacity limits established by the Brighton 

Area Fire Authority. 

 In the event of inclement weather coming while the roof top is occupied the roof top 

patrons will need to exit via the stair way on Main St. This door will be an exit only door 

and will not allow people to re-enter. The patrons will then need to re-enter the building 

through the main entrance. This will allow us to track the number of customers in the 

building and prevent us from going over the building capacity as established by the Fire 

Marshall.  
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Supervision and Staffing  

 One staff member will be stationed behind the bar located on the roof top patio at all 

times. This person may also be the rooftop patio manager.  

 There will be a minimum of two staff members assigned to the outdoor service area.  

 Busy nights we will have a full staff on the rooftop including a security person who will 

manage the capacity of the roof top patrons. 

 The manager on duty will also be responsible for the roof top. 

 

Code Compliance 

 The premises will fully comply with all applicable health, safety, building, sanitation, 

electrical, plumbing, and fire codes as well as zoning requirements. 

 

Music/Sound  

 Sound System: We will provide music on the rooftop via the sound system from the 

restaurant. 

 Speakers: We will be configuring our speakers to hang from above on the trellis. We will 

be configuring them so that the speakers are aimed down which will prevent the sound 

from traveling.   

 Sound Levels: Will be kept lower than the law allows. Any amplified sound in excess of 

the legal limit will be immediately lowered.  Restaurant management will cooperate with 

any request from the police department to lower sound volumes. 

 Live Music: We would like to offer live music on occasions. One example would be an 

acoustic guitar player for an early evening dinner crowd. We would also like the ability to 

offer a band on the roof top for festivals and special occasions and we would work with 

the city on these dates for their approval. We understand on certain dates such as 

festivals the city will allow a higher volume for the band. On other days when we wish to 

have live music we will run the volume through our own sound system. We will do this by 

having the band plug their instruments into a pre-amplifier which will be directly wired into 

our sound system.  

The pre-amp will allow the band’s music to go through our speakers on the roof top and if 

we chose to it will go through the rest of the building’s speaker’s as well. The pre-amp will 

also allow us to control the volume of the band and it will improve the sound quality as 

well. 



 3

 Cooperation: As I have stated it is our desire to work with the city to create a positive 

environment. In addition we will work with the Downtown Main to make sure we don’t 

conflict our events with their events. 

 

Bottles/Glasses/Plates 

 There will be no glassware used on the rooftop. Alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks will be 

served in plastic cups and beers will be served in plastic bottles and cans. 

 Food will be served in baskets or on plastic plates and trays.  

 

Cleanup 

 Roof top furniture will be left on the rooftop area for overnight. 

 Roof top patio will be cleaned each night. 

 All bottles and other type material will not be left in patio area.. 

 Patio will be power-washed as needed. 

 Patio area will be locked during non-open hours. 

 

Security and Safety 

 The safety and security for our customers, our employees, the building and the 

community are the first priority of The Pound. The Pound will undertake whatever 

measures are necessary to maintain, secure and supervise our customers. This will 

include a security camera system with DVR capabilities.  

 Any person demonstrating what we believe is unacceptable behavior will be removed 

from the area. 

Change of Ownership 

In the event of a change of ownership the proposed new owner will need to re-submit and get 

approved a Plan of Operations to the City of Brighton. The agreement will be between the new 

owners and the City of Brighton. 

 

Alcohol Management 

The Pound will strictly obey all rules and regulations of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 

and local ordinances of the City of Brighton.  The following alcohol management policies will be 

in force at the establishment: 
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1. No alcoholic beverages will be allowed on the premises other than what is dispensed by 
the establishment. 
 

2. No alcohol will be sold, or permitted to be sold, on a commission basis. 
 
 

3. All staff will be alert to observable clues displayed by an intoxicated individual, such as: 
impaired reflexes, impaired coordination, reduced judgment and inhibitions, impaired 
vision, etc. 
 

4. Staff will be trained in the handling of intoxicated individuals, including when to request 
assistance from additional facility staff or police assistance if necessary. 

 
5. There will be neither service to nor consumption of alcoholic beverages by minors at any 

time.  
 
6. Patrons who appear to be 30 years of age or younger will be asked to show proper 

identification and shall be required to produce same before being served alcoholic 
beverages.  Signage will be posted at serving locations. 
 All patrons under 21 years of age will be refused service of alcohol. 
 False identifications will be turned over to management and not returned to patrons. 

 
7. If a patron is purchasing on behalf of another person who appears to be 30 years of age 

or younger, proper identification shall be required from that person. 
 
8. Staff shall observe all patrons leaving the property to ensure the following: 

 That no alcoholic beverages are allowed to leave the facility. 
 That persons who appear to be impaired, are approached and offered other options 

than driving, such as a non-impaired companion driving, or a bus or taxi service. 
 

9. The establishment shall have a program to encourage designated drivers. 
 
10. The establishment shall participate in a techniques in alcohol management program for all 

staff involved with the serving of alcoholic beverages. 
 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
______________________________________________  date________________ 
Kevin Montagano 
 
 
______________________________________________  date________________ 
Randy Tobbe 
 
 
______________________________________________  date________________ 
Brian Mexico 
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______________________________________________  date________________ 
Kyle Rowe 
 
 

     ______________________________________________  date________________ 
City of Brighton  
 

 



CITY OF BRIGHTON 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLANNING REPORT 

 
 
TO:    Planning Commission Members 
 
FROM:  Amy Cyphert, Acting Planning & Zoning Director 
 
DATE:   January 24, 2011 
 
RE: The Pound – 139 W. Main Street #11-001 
 
 
Background 
 
Currently, the building located at 139 W. Main Street is vacant.  The building was previously occupied 
by the Singer Press printing business, which closed in 2006.  The building has sat empty since and was 
recently purchased. 
 
The applicant is proposing to make some exterior, interior and site changes to the existing building for 
the use as a restaurant.  The property is zoned DBD – Downtown Business District. 
 
The building is proposed to have 107 seats in the interior of the building, 16 seats on the wood deck off 
West Street and 103 seats on the roof top.  These proposed amounts will be confirmed during the 
construction review by the building official and fire department.   
 
Parking & Drive Requirements 

 
The building is 3,384 square feet and required 34 parking spaces.  The City parking ordinance does not 
require outdoor patios/areas that are used on a seasonal basis to be counted as part of the parking space 
calculation.    
 
The City of Brighton Zoning Ordinance states that uses within the DBD zoning district that require less 
than 65 parking spaces are exempt from the regulations and requirements of the parking article.  
Therefore, the property owner is not required to provide parking spaces. 
 
Plan of Operations 
 
Planning Commission and City Council recently approved the roof top dining concept for this site.  
The condition of that conceptual site plan approval requires a Plan of Operation for the roof top dining.  
Police Chief Tom Wightman and I met with the applicant regarding the plan of operation for the roof 
top dining.  Attached you will find a copy of the DRAFT Plan of Operation for The Pound rooftop 
patio.  Please note that this document is still in the DRAFT stages and that Planning Commission 
should note that the below site plan approval conditions require the applicants and City Staff to finalize 
the Plan of Operations prior to City Council reviewing the site plan. 



Site Modifications 
 
Dumpster: 

o The site plan includes an 9’ x 7’10” dumpster enclosure. 
o The enclosure is proposed to be constructed of 8” CMU block, painted to match the 

building, metal caps and aluminum gates. 
Signage: 

o Wall signage on the north and west elevation is also shown. 
o A “future sign/sculpture” located on the east elevation is shown and noted that it will require 

Zoning Board of Appeals approval.   
o The signage will be reviewed with the submittal of sign permits and must meet the 

requirements of the Sign Ordinance. 
Wood Deck: 

o The site plan includes an approximate 18’ x  24’ wolmanized wood deck and stairway off 
the south elevation.   

o The wood deck is proposed to have a staircase accessible from West Street. 
o The wood deck would accommodate roughly 16 seats. 

DBD Requirements: 
o Transparency: 

 Per the site plan, the front façade, along W. Main Street, has 58% window 
transparency. 

 Per the site plan, the side façade, along West Street, has 61% window transparency. 
 The DBD ordinance states, “in cases where a nonretail building is located on a corner, 

one of the facades of the building must have transparent window and door areas, 
equal to 70 percent of that portion of the facade measured between two and eight feet 
from grade.” 

 Since the 70% transparency requirement is not met, City Council has the ability to 
grant adjustments to the ground floor facade window and door transparency 
requirements due to the special architectural features of the building. 

o Roof Top Mechanical equipment: 
 Roof top mechanical equipment is required to be screened or shielded to prevent 

viewing from public right-of-ways and city owned parking lots. 
 The site plan proposes screening the roof top equipment with a metal siding matching 

the metal siding on the building.   
 As noted on the plans the screening material shall not exceed 60 inches (5 ft) in 

height per ordinance requirements.  
o Building Materials: 

 The DBD standards requires all facades that face a frontage line or alley to have the 
following building materials:  glass, brick, cut stone, cast stone, coarsely textured 
stucco, or molded polymer panels (i.e. Fypon). E.I.F.S. (exterior insulation finish 
system, i.e. Dryvit), is not allowed on wood structures. Exterior finish applications of 
wood, vinyl, or E.I.F.S. may only be permitted subject to City Council review and 
approval, if deemed to enhance a building. 

 The building materials include thin brick, painted existing CMU block, corrugated 
metal siding, steel pipe guard rail, steel roof top trellis and railings, wolmanized wood 
and clear glass.   



 The use of wood must be reviewed and approved by City Council, if deemed to 
enhance the building. 

o The DBD states that building walls visible from a public street shall be broken up with 
varying building materials and detailing, windows and architectural accents. 

 All the building elevations can be seen from public streets.  These North and West 
elevations include thin brick, painted existing CMU block, corrugated metal siding, 
and clear glass window systems.  The East elevation includes thin brick, and painted 
CMU block.  The South elevation includes painted CMU block and the wood deck 
and stairway.  

 
Utilities 
 
Tetra Tech reviewed the site plan and provided comments pertaining to the site plan in their letter 
dated January 6, 2011.  The City Utilities Department also reviewed the site plan and provided 
comments.  The letter requested reduction of the curb cut to the width of the proposed loading zone 
width, curb detail, notation for the existing water main, replacement of the existing sanitary sewer 
service if it is less then 6 inches or in questionable condition, new water service connection 
information and abandonment of the existing water service connection.  Staff left the compliance with 
the City Engineer’s letter as a site plan approval requirement, since the City Engineer has not had a 
chance to review the revised plans. 
 
Fire Department 
 
The Brighton Area Fire Authority reviewed the site plan and provided comments pertaining to the 
requirements of the current International Fire Code (see attached letter).  The letter dated January 11, 
2011 from the BAFA requested the location of the watermain and closet fire hydrant, installation of a 
sprinkler system in the building, a detail of the address on the building, and a knox box on the building.  
The architects included the BAFA requests in the submittal before you this evening.  Additional fire 
code review and review of the automatic sprinkler system will be done by the BAFA during the 
construction review. 
 
DDA Review 
 
Lindhout Associates is the architect for the site plan.  DDA comments were made by the DDA 
Director, Matt Modrack.  His comments regarding the dumpster materials, sidewalk improvements and 
extension of thin brick has been met. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
The following are goals from the City of Brighton Master Plan:  encourage the development of new 
businesses and the redevelopment of existing sites which will enhance the tax base and meet service 
needs of present residents without requiring extensive city services.  The building will allow a new 
business to occupy a vacant building that is located on a very visible City street.  The improvements to 
the building and the occupancy of the space will enhance the tax base. 
 



The DBD zoning ordinance requires that new buildings/facades provide distinct and prominent 
architectural features that reflect the importance of the building's location and may create a visual 
landmark. Such distinct and prominent features may include appropriate use of masonry brick, facade 
design that provide texture, rhythm, and ornament to a wall.  Staff believes that those requirements 
have been met with the design of the building facades that are before the Board this evening.  The 
façade improvements will be a great improvement to this block of W. Main Street. 
 
Since it appears that the site plan is supported by the adopted Master Plan and DBD article, and it 
complies with the pertinent City ordinances, it is recommended that the site plan be approved, subject 
to the conditions below. 
 
COMMISSION ACTION 
 
Consider granting site plan approval for the project with the following motion: 
 
Motion by  _____________________to recommend conditional site plan approval for The Pound at 
139 W. Main  #11-001 as depicted on plans prepared by Lindhout Associates, sheets C1 and A1, 
project no. 1081, last dated 1-18-11 and plan prepared by Advanced Companies, sheet A1, dwg file 
#908-10, last dated 11-12-10 subject to the following: 
 
1. The applicants and City Staff finalize the Plan of Operations prior to City Council reviewing the 

site plan. 
2. That the applicant provide City staff with a check for the cost of closing the curb cut so the City 

can set up an escrow account for curb closer that would be used during the streetscape project in 
Fall of 2011. 

3. Lighting details be reviewed during the building permit process. 
4. That all signage comply with applicable Ordinances or variances obtained. 
5. That City Council grant a variance from the transparency requirement due to the “special 

architectural features” of the façade. 
6. The use of wood is reviewed and approved by City Council, if deemed to enhance the building. 
7. That right of way permits be obtained from the Department of Public Services for work within the 

right of way. 
8. That any damages done to the existing sidewalk be repaired to current condition or DDA standards 

as noted on the plans. 
9. The items raised in the City Engineer’s letter are addressed. 
 
supported by ____________________.   

 
 

Attachments: 
1. DRAFT Plan of Operations 
2. Tetra Tech letter dated 1-6-11 
3. Site Plan 
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explained that the City may extend its moratorium (as other communities have) as long as it can be 
shown that we are working toward completion of the ordinance.  The current six month moratorium was 
approved by City Council on August 19, 2010, effective September 3, 2010 and is due to expire March 3, 
2011.  Motion by Mr. Bryan, supported by Mr. Smith, to recommend extension of the Michigan Medical 
Marihuana moratorium for an additional six months after the expiration on March 3, 2011.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
New Business 
 
7.  Site Plan – “The Pound”– 139 W. Main Street #11-001 
 
Ms. Cyphert explained that Planning Commission and City Council have previously approved the roof top 
dining portion of the site plan and would be reviewing the building site plan for “The Pound” to be located 
at 139 W. Main St.  The site plan to be reviewed also includes a draft “Plan of Operation” created by the 
applicants, Police Chief Wightman and Ms. Cyphert.  She also noted that the wood deck and 
transparency variance would have to be approved by City Council.  The Plan of Operation may require a 
couple of additions to address potential changes in ownership (the new owner would have to agree to the 
Plan of Operation) and occupancy load (how to move people off the roof and not violate the inside 
portion’s allowed occupancy). 
 
Ms. Cyphert noted that the applicants and architect are in the audience if the Board has any questions.  
Ms. Basista from Tetra Tech was asked whether the concerns noted in her letter dated January 6, 2011 
had been addressed.  Ms. Basista responded that her main concern was storm water runoff from the 
outside deck, which will be run off via the City parking lot and is not an issue.  After meeting with the 
applicants and their architect and clarifying some issues on the preliminary site plan, she believes the 
items noted in her letter have been addressed. 
 
Mr. Piet Lindhout, Lindhout Associates, reviewed the changes that have been made to the preliminary 
site plan based on input from City staff, engineer, Police Department and the Brighton Area Fire Authority 
since the last Planning Commission meeting.  These include a new concrete sidewalk on Main St., a 
temporary patch on West Street (to be tied in and completed with the North/West streetscape project), 
and detail added to the rear of the site (property line and dumpster design).  He also noted they have 
pushed the roof top railing back 2 ½ feet to prevent the likelihood of items going over the side to the 
sidewalk below.  He also relayed that Edison will require raising the service line to the building to meet 
their clearance requirements for the roof top dining area.  Mr. Lindhout noted as a result of a question that 
the outside deck would be accessed from West Street and from inside the restaurant.  
 
Chairperson Monet stated he is glad the applicants are willing to work with the City and asked if the 
applicants would have any issues with the two proposed additions to the Plan of Operation.  Mr. Kevin 
Montagano stated they would have no objection to the two additions to address change of ownership and 
occupancy load. 
 
Motion by Mr. Bryan, supported by Mr. Pawlowski, to recommend conditional site plan approval for 
The Pound at 139 W. Main  #11-001 as depicted on plans prepared by Lindhout Associates, sheets C1 
and A1, project no. 1081, last dated 1-18-11 and plan prepared by Advanced Companies, sheet A1, dwg 
file #908-10, last dated 11-12-10 subject to the following: 
 
1. The applicants and City Staff finalize the Plan of Operations prior to City Council reviewing the site 

plan including amendments as recommended by Police Chief Wightman and Acting Planning/Zoning 
Director Cyphert. 

2. That the applicant provide City staff with a check for the cost of closing the curb cut so the City can 
set up an escrow account for curb closer that would be used during the streetscape project in Fall of 
2011. 

3. Lighting details be reviewed during the building permit process. 

cypherta
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4. That all signage comply with applicable Ordinances or variances obtained. 
5. That City Council grant a variance from the transparency requirement due to the “special architectural 

features” of the façade. 
6. The use of wood is reviewed and approved by City Council, if deemed to enhance the building. 
7. That right of way permits be obtained from the Department of Public Services for work within the right 

of way. 
8. That any damages done to the existing sidewalk be repaired to current condition or DDA standards 

as noted on the plans. 
9. The items raised in the City Engineer’s letter are addressed. 
     
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Other Business 
 
8. Staff Updates - None 
  
10. Call to the Public 
 
The call to the public was made at 7:55 p.m. with no response. 
 
11.  Adjournment 
 
Moved by Mr. Wirth, supported by Mr. Bryan, to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
            
John Wells, Secretary  Lauri French, Recording Secretary 
 

cypherta
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF BRIGHTON  
HELD ON FEBRUARY 17, 2011 AT THE BRIGHTON CITY HALL 

200 N. 1ST STREET, BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN 

 
BLUE SKY SESSION 
 
The Council conducted a Blue Sky Session at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers 
Schillinger, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee, Cooper and Pipoly.  The Council reviewed the agenda items. 
 
REGULAR SESSION  
 
Mayor Bandkau called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
roll was called, there being present were Mayor Bandkau, Councilmembers Schillinger, Bohn, Muzzin, 
Cooper, Roblee and Pipoly.  Also in attendance were Attorney Paul Burns and Brad Maynes and Staff 
members Dana Foster, Diana Lowe, Jennifer Piasecki, Amy Cyphert, Matt Schindewolf, Kelly LaLonde, 
Tom Wightman, Matt Modrack and an audience of 38. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Schillinger, seconded by Cooper to approve the Regular Meeting 
minutes of February 3, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Roblee to approve the two Closed Session 
minutes of February 3, 2011 as presented.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 7:31p.m.  The following comments were heard: 
 
Brian Bradford, business owner and Brighton resident, expressed his support of raising the P.O.W./M.I.A. 
flag at the Mill Pond.   
 
Member of Rolling Thunder, stated they would be proud to have the P.O.W./M.I.A. flag at the Mill Pond. 
 
Susan Walters-Steinacker stated the City has made a request of the court to have the Bonner homes 
repaired after two years of spending funds to have the homes demolished.  She discussed the funds that 
the City Attorney receives every year. 
 
Patricia Cole, Brighton City, stated she is impressed by the number of military members present this 
evening.  She asked that item #9c, be moved to the first part of the Public Hearing. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated the recommended Cemetery Rules and Regulation changes would be 
coming back to City Council at the next meeting.  Staff does not have any recommendations at this time. 
 
Hearing no further comment, the Call to the Public was closed at 7:42 p.m. 
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CITIZEN INQUIRIES 
 
Mayor Bandkau read the following Citizen Inquiries:  Susan Walters-Steinacker - Who requested that 
there be a confidentiality agreement for the Bonner home at 131 E. North Street. 
 
Patricia Cole - Explain what "Other Post Employment Benefits have to do with utilities? 
 
Patricia Cole - Explain why the City doubles the “Administrative" fee for doing the same billing process 
once every two months? 
  
AGENDA APPROVAL 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Schillinger to approve the Consent Agenda as 
amended.  Move to Action Agenda from Consent Agenda item #8, MIA/POW Flag.  Delete item #15, 
City Labor Attorney Closed Session.  Add item 11a, SELCRA by-laws.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated the City Attorney does a good job for the City of Brighton.  He addressed 
his retainer and health insurance. 
 
MIA/POW FLAGS AT THE MILLPOND PARK FLAGPOLE 
 
Brian Bradford stated we have 88,000 men and women that have served our Country and not come home.  
He is paying for the first flag and Rolling Thunder is paying for any future costs with no cost to the City.  
The flag spans from World War II to present day. The major function of Rolling Thunder is to bring 
awareness of Prisoners left behind.   
 
It was moved by Schillinger, seconded by Cooper to approve the request to add the P.O.W. and M.I.A. 
flag to the Mill Pond Park flagpole.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
BRIGHTON CEMETERIES RULES AND REGULATIONS PUBLIC HEARING 
  
Mayor Bandkau closed the Regular meeting at 7:53 p.m. and opened up the Public Hearing for Citizen 
input on the City of Brighton Cemeteries’ Rules and Regulations.  The following comments were heard:  
 
Patricia Cole, Brighton City, stated she has noticed an improvement at the cemetery.  She suggested 
having a receptacle with Cemetery Rules and Regulations at Fairview. 
 
Hearing no further comment, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:55 p.m. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Bohn to direct City staff to add a weather proof 
box for the Cemetery Rules and Regulations at Fairview cemetery.  Motion passed 5-2, with 
Councilmember Schillinger and Cooper voting “no”. 
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THE POUND SITE PLAN 
 
Acting Community Development/Planning Director, Amy Cyphert briefed the City Council on The 
Pound site plan located at 139 W. Main Street. 
 
Piet Lindhout, Architect for the Pound gave a presentation on the proposed site plan.  He highlighted the 
exterior building materials, Main Street façade, outdoor café, rooftop decking and a raised deck in the rear 
of the building. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Schillinger, seconded by Pipoly to conditionally approve the site plan 
for The Pound at 139 W. Main #11-001 as depicted on plans prepared by Lindhout Associates, sheets C1 
and A1, project no. 1081, last dated 1-18-11 and plan prepared by Advanced Companies, sheet A1, dwg 
file #908-10, last dated 11-12-10 subject to the following: 
 
1. That the Plan of Operation is approved. 
2. That the applicant provide City staff with a check for the cost of closing the curb cut so the City can set  
    up an escrow account for curb closer that would be used during the streetscape project in Fall of 2011. 
3. Lighting details be reviewed during the building permit process. 
4. That all signage comply with applicable Ordinances or variances obtained. 
5. That City Council grant a variance from the transparency requirement due to the “special architectural  
    features” of the façade. 
6. The use of wood is reviewed and approved by City Council, if deemed to enhance the building. 
7. That right of way permits be obtained from the Department of Public Services for work within the right  
    of way. 
8. That any damages done to the existing sidewalk be repaired to current condition or DDA standards as  
    noted on the plans. 
9. The items raised in the City Engineer’s letter are addressed. 
 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
FISCAL YEARS 2011-2012 AND 2012-2013 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
  
City Manager, Dana Foster presented the Fiscal Years 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 City of Brighton 
Budget.  He stated this is an Expenditure Reduction-Only budget approach.  He highlighted the Current 
Multi-year Forecast, Revenue decrease, future Revenue decrease, Personnel & Labor Cost Reductions 
and Savings, FY 2010/11 Cost Savings Initiatives, City Staff reduction from 61 to 54.5 full-time 
employees through attrition, limited Replacement Revenue Options, Additional Payroll Cost reductions, 
Furlough Program, additional non-personnel related Operating service cost reductions and Balance 
General Fund budget. 
 
Finance Director, Kelly LaLonde highlighted Revenue Trends, declining taxable value, Assessed Value 
vs. Taxable Value, Taxable Value by Class in Real Property, Replacement Revenue Options, Utilities 
Fund Analysis and Utility REU Connections/Consumption History. 
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Human Resource Director, Jennifer Piasecki highlighted Employee Pensions and Health Benefits 
overview, City Paid Defined Benefit vs. Defined Contribution Plans, Defined Benefit Pension Plans, 
Heath Insurance Cost Participation by Employees and Retirees, Five-Year Adjustments History per each 
of the Five City Employees Groups and Health Insurance Related Benefits will continue if the furlough 
program is extended or increased and availability of COBRA insurance coverage. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster discussed Service Delivery Impacts, potential Service Elimination and 
Reduction Impacts and the Updated Prioritization of Services’ Ranking Matrix.  He thanked Kelly 
LaLonde and Jennifer Piasecki for their presentations tonight, Staff members and the Budget & Finance 
Subcommittee for their work on the proposed budget. 
 
SELCRA BY-LAWS 
 
Councilmember Cooper discussed the updated SELCRA By-Laws and asked that the City Attorney 
review the proposed changes and then bring back to City Council no later than April 15th.   
 
It was moved by Councilmember Cooper, seconded by Muzzin to direct the SELCRAS Articles of 
Incorporation and By-Laws amendments to our City Attorney to review with the SELCRA participating 
municipalities and provide this City Council a recommendation.  Motion passed 7-0.   
 
CITY CUSTOMER INFORMATION 
 
Councilmember Muzzin gave a BAFD update stating they made some budget adjustments regarding lease 
payments and snow removal. 
 
Councilmember Cooper gave a Regional Cooperation update stating they will be discussing the 
possibility of consolidating Waster & Sewer systems.     
 
Amy Cyphert gave a ZBA update stating both signage variance requests were approved. 
 
Councilmember Roblee gave an Envision Brighton Committee update and asked the presentation be 
added to the March 3rd agenda.  She gave a Brighton Arts & Culture Commission update with the design 
for the Veteran’s Memorial project and the 911 Piece of Metal that is coming into the City of Brighton. 
 
Councilmember Schillinger gave a Traffic Safety Advisory Board update, stating both agenda items were 
related to parking behind O My Lollie and Rolison’s Hardware. 
 
Councilmember Pipoly stated the DDA will be closing on the purchase of the current Chamber of 
Commerce site and the Chamber will be closing on their new site on Grand River.  There is a serious 
inquisition on the Mexican Jones site. 
 
Mayor Bandkau stated she attended the State of the Chamber today and awards were given out to Matt 
Modrack, the City of Brighton and Piet Lindhout. 
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CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
  
Mayor Bandkau gave a Call to the Public at 9:45 p.m.   
 
Patricia Cole expressed her concerns regarding the responses to Citizens Inquiries are not read as written 
and answered publicly.  She discussed the Utility Bill Administrative charges and why it was doubled to 
do the same job once.  She asked about the increase in the Debt Charges in the Utility billing regarding 
Other Post Employee Benefits.  She asked why Early Blue Sky sessions are not televised.   
 
Hearing no further comment, the Call to the Public was closed at 9:53 p.m. 
 
City Manager, Dana Foster stated that two of the Citizen Inquiries have been answered by letter.   
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated the Citizen Inquiry answers should be read publicly.  He stated the savings 
of the Bi-Monthly Utility Billing would be seen in the next budget.   
 
Mayor Pr-Tem Bohn stated it is not the City of Brighton vs. the residents, we are the City and when we 
save money, we all benefit. 
 
Councilmember Muzzin stated the second point is on OPEB, it is the cost of doing business.  We are 
trying to cut costs.  We should be making public response for the Citizen Inquiries.   
 
City Manager, Dana Foster in the 1990’s when meetings were first televised, it was a policy decision not 
to have the Blue Sky Session televised.   
 
PENDING LITIGATION CLOSED SESSION 
 

             It was moved by Councilmember Muzzin, seconded by Pipoly to go into Closed Session to pending 
litigation pursuant to MCL 15.268(e) at 10:04 p.m.  A roll call vote was taken.  Yes:  Schillinger, Cooper, 
Bandkau, Muzzin, Bohn, Roblee, Pipoly.  No:  none.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
The Council convened into Closed Session at 10:08 p.m. 
 
The Council reconvened the Regular Session at 10:26 p.m. 
   
ADJOURNMENT 
  
It was moved by Councilmember Roblee, seconded by Bohn to adjourn the meeting at 10:26 p.m.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________        ________________________________ 
Diana Lowe, City Clerk                 Ricci Bandkau, Mayor  
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